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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE 


READ E R. 

TH E Letters in this CoUcAion 
having been experimentally 
found of great private Benefit, the 
confent of the Author has been ob- 
tained to their being made Publick, 
And as they contain a rich Treaiure 
of divine Truths, and come home 
to the Bofoms <^ Men, comprehend- 
ing the Fulne(s of Religion, and re- 
folving a great Variety of injportant 
Points, the Editors have great Plea- 
fure, in being allowed to Pijblifh 
(.hem. 
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LETTERS. 

^rS iKtBbtBSlBbentrbiPBTKiEaiBbTBDlPD 3K cry JfiS tPm wrt tKiFm tPu 

t E T T B R I. 

To Mr. J. X, 

■ 

M^ dear and mofl worthy Friends 

gnflOsT*! O R lb I muft falut? yoii, as having 
Q F M long dwelt in my Heart under that 
^jgjjjg^ Idea, though perfonaily unkqpwa 
to me. I (hall pot trouble you with 
fipologizing for this long Silence, but (peak 
dircdt^ to the Matters of yours, concerning 
your Difficulty to Join in any Church. Cm^ 
tmmion, " 

B J^eligion 
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2 LETTER 1. 

Religion, or Church Communion is in 
its true Nature, both external and internal^ 
which are thus united, and thus diftin- 
guiflaed ; the one is the outward Sigriy the 
other is the inward Truth fignified by it : 
The one never was, nor ever can be, in 
its true State, without the other. 

The inward Truths or Church, is Re- 
generation^ or the Life, Spirit, and Power 
of Chrift, quickened and brought to life, 
in the SouL 

The outward Sign^ or Church, is that 
outward Fortn^ or manner of Life, that 
bears full witnefs to the Truth of this re- 
generated Life of Chrift, formed or revealed 
in the Soul. 

The innjQard Tru/b gives forth its outward 
proper Manifeftations of hfeif, and thefe 
Manifeftations bring forth the true outward 
Churchy and make *k to be vifibky and out-- 
wardly known. 

As thus, every thing in the inward Life, 
. and Spirit, and WiU <?f Chrift, when it be- 
comes* living, dwelling: and working in the 
Spirit of pur Minds, or inward Map, is 
the inward Qhurch^y p^ JCiagdojpfi of God, 
let up within ujSj : An^ evel:y'thing'iu the;^, 
,- outward Behaviour y and yif^l? .Cowerfa- 
tion of Cl^i;ift, whilft: dAj^elling, ; krnongfl^ 
Men, when pradiifed iand followed ^JJfxUS^^ 

in 
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LETTER L 3 

in the Form and Manner of our Life, 
makes us the Members of that outward 
Churchy which he fet up in this World. 

Inwardly nothing lived in Chrift, but the 
fole Will of God, a perpetual Regard to 
his Glory, and one continual Defire of the 
Salvation of all Mankind. Wlien this 
Spirit is in us, then are we inwardly one 
with Chrift, and united to God through 
Him. 

Outwardly Chrift exercifcd every kind of 
Love, Kindneft aild Compaffion to the Souls 
and Bodies of Men ; nothing was vifibJe in 
the outward Form of his Life, but Hu- 
mility and Lowlincfs of State in every fliape ; 
% contented Want, or rather total Dif- 
regard of all wofMIy Riches, Power, Eafe 
or Pleafure ; a continual Meeknefs, Gentle- 
nefe. Patience and Refignation, not only 
to the Will of God, but to the hlughty 
Powers of the WofM, to the Perverfenefs, 
and Contradidlioit of all the Evil and Ma- 
lice of Men, and all the Hardftiips and 
Troubles of human Life : Now this, an.d 
foch like outward Behaviour of Chrift, thus 
feparate from, and contrary to the Spirit, 
Wifdom and Way, of this World, w^ 
that "very outward Cburch\ df which he 
willed all Mankind to become vifible, and 
Hving Members. — And whoever in the Spi- 
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rit of Chriftj lives in the outward Exercije 
of thefe Virtues, lives as to himfelf in the 
higheft Perfedion of Church Unity ^ and is 
the true inward and outward Chriftian. — 
^e is all that he can be, he hath all that 
he can have, he doth all that he can do, 
and enjoyeth all that he can enjoy, as a Mem- 
ber of Chrift's Body, or Church in this 
World. 

For as Chrift was God and Man, come 
down from Heaven, for no other end, but 
fully to reftore the Union that was loft be- 
twixt God and Man, fo Church Unity is, and 
can be nothing elfe, but the Unity of this, 
or that Man, or number of Men with God, 
through the Power and Nature of Chriji. 
And dierefore it muft be the Truth, and the 
whole Truth, that nothing more is required, 
nor will any thing lefs be able, to make 
any one a true Member of the one Church of 
Chrift, out of which there is no Salvation, 
and in which there is no Condemnation, 
but only and fblely his Conformity to, and 
Union with the inward Spirit, and outward 
Form of Chrift's Life and Behaviour in this 
World. — This is the one Fold under one Shep^ 
herd ; though the Sheep are fcattered, or feed- 
ing in Vallies, or on Mountains ever fo dis- 
tant, or feparate from one another. 

On 
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LETTER i: 5 

Oh the other hand, not only every un- 
reafonable unjuft Aftion, be it done to whom 
it will, not only every unkind, proud, wrath-- 
fill, foomful, difdainfiil inward Thought, 
or outvrard Behaviour to anv Perfon, but* 
every Unreadinefs to do gooa of all KindSy 
to all that wc can ; every Unwillingnefs to. 
rejoice with them that rejoice, and to weep 
with diem that weep, and love our Neigh- 
bour as ourfelves ; every Averjion to be in- 
wardly all Love, and outwardly all Meek-* 
nefs, Gentlencfs, Courtify, and Condefcen- 
tion in Words and Ad:ions towards every 
Creature, for whom Chrift died, makes 
us Schifmatics^ though we be ever {q daily 
gathered together, into one and the fame 
Place, joining in one and the lame Form of 
Creeds, Prayers and Praifes offered to God, * 
and is truly a leavings or breaking that 
Church Unity ^ which makes us . one with 
Chrift, as our Head, and unites us with 
Men, as the Members of his Body. 

That the matter is thus ; that the true 
Church Unity conlifts in our walking as Chrift 
walked, fully appears, as from many others, 
fo from thefe plain Words of our Lord him- 
felf : Te are not of this Worlds as I dm not of 
this JVorldy but I have chofen you out of the 
World. Therefore to have that Contrariety 
to the World, which Chrift had, is the one 
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ncccfl^ry and full Proof of our being his, 
of our belonging to him, and being one 
with him. 

Again, Abide in me^ and I in you y if ye 
ubide in me^ ye Jhallajk .what ye will^ and it, 
fhall he done to you. If a Man abide not^ in me, 
be h cajijortb as, a Branch withered, . &f. -. : For^ 
Wthout me^y,^ cam do nothing. - *. . 

Therefore the one true Proof of our be- 
ing living Members of Chrift's Church on: 
Earth, or only dead Branches, lit for the 
Fire, \s nothing elfe but our being, or not 
being inwardly of that Spirit, and outward- 
ly of that Behaviour, which Chrift mani- 
^fted to the World. 

Again, This is my Commandment, that ye 
kve one another as 1 bav^ loved you, and by 
this Jhall all Men know that ye are myDifciples. 

Therefore the true and fufficient Mark of 
p,ur outward Church Memberfhip, is there 
onlyj^ and fully, outwardly known, and 
found in every Man, where the outward 
Foxm of Chrift's loving Behaviour to all 
Men, is outwardly k^n and known to be 
in hin:i. Thefe and the like Paflages of 
Chrift and his Apoftle.s^( though quite over- 
looked by erioft modern Defenders of the one 
Church) are the only Places that Ipeak home 
toi the Truth, and Reality of Church 

It 
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LETTER I. 7 

It may now be reafonably afked, What 
18 the divine Sef^ice^ or Wotjlnp in this 
Church ? For every Church niuft have its 
divine Service arid Worfliip, which is the 
Life, Strength, and Support of it* ;^ 

It is aftfWered : Tlkat no Mdri^ cdh calt* 
Chrift Lord^ but by tloe Hdy Ghofi. T^eref-* 
fore nothing is, or caft be a divihe.Service 
in that Church, which has Chrift for its 
Lord, but what hafe" the Holy Spirit for its 
Beginner, Doer, and Finifher. For if it be 
certain that no one can own Chrift as his 
Lord, but by the Holy Spirit^ then it niuft 
be equally certain, that no one can lerve or 
worfhip God through Chrift his Lord, in: 
any other Way, Help, Power or Means, 
but fo far as it is aH done, in, and by the 
Power of the fame Holy Spirits -Whatfo-' 
^ ever is born of the Flefh is Flefh; that is, 
whatfoever proceeds from, or is done by the 
natural Powers of Man, from his Birth of 
Flefh and Blood, is meerly human, earthly, 
and corrupt, and can no more do any thing 
that is heavenly, or perform a Service or 
worfhip that is . divine, than our prcferit 
Flefh arid Blood can enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven. Thus faith the Apoftle, 
Te are not in the Flejby but in the Spirit^ if 
fo be^ the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. Now 
if any Man bath nbt^ the Spirit of Chrijl, he 
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is none of his. And confequc'ntly if not his, 
he can perform no divine Service to him. 
Nor can any Worfhip ceafe to be car- 
nal, or become divine, but by its be- 
ing all that it is, and doing all that it doth, 
by the Power, and Prefence of Chrift 
dwelling in our Souls, and helping us by 
his Holy Spirit to cry in Truth and Reality, 
Abba Father. . 

The New Teftament never calls us to do, 
or offer, or allows any thing to be done or 
offered to God, as a divine Service, ;^or Wor- 
fhip, but what is done in the Trutli, and 
Reality of Faith, of Hope, of Love, and 
Qbedience to God. 

But through all theNewTeflament, no Faith, 
no -Hope, no Love is allowed to be true, 
and ^odly, but only that Faith, that Hope, 
&c. which folely proceeds from, and is the 
il^ruit of the Holy Spirit, living, dwelling, 
and working in our whole Heart, and Soul, 
and Spirit. 

This Spirituality of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion^ is the Reafon why it was firfl preached 
to thp World under the Name of the King- 
dom of God, becaufe under this new Dif^ 
p^nfation, freed from Veils, Shadows and 
f^igures of good Things abfent or to come, 
<[jfod hinifelf is manifeflied, rulingin us and 
lt)ycr us, ,as an ^iffentifkj^ight of our Lives, 

g as 
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LET T E R. I. 9 

ias an indwelling Word of Power, as a life^ . 
giving Spirit within us, forming us by a 
new Birth, to becxmie a cbofen Generation^ 
a royal Priejihood, to offer jpiritual Sacrijkei 
to Gody through a nemand living Way which 
Chri/i:.hatb cohfecrated for us. The Truth 
and Perfe<9ion of whioh State, is plainly fet 
forth by the following Prayer of Chrift, viz. 
That they all may be one ^ as thou Father art 
in me^ and I in thee^ , that they alfo may be 
one in us — I in them and thou in me, that they- 
be made perfeSt in one^ and that the Love 
wherewith thou haji loved me^ may be in tbemj 
and I in them. Now for the Truth and Ccr* 
lainty of this Ipiritual Kingdom, in which 
are only ipiritual Worfliippei's baptized from 
above, into an Union, and Communion 
with Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, through 
the myfterious Union of God and Man in 
the one Mediator Jefus Chrift ; for the 
Truth, I fay, of this ipiritual State of Chrifti- 
anity, we have the plainefl Words of Chriil, 
expreflly declaring that the Jerufalem Ser-- 
vice^ and coniequently every Thing, or Ser- 
vice that has the Nature of it, was to have 
its End in the Eilabliihment of his Church. 
Believe me, faith he, the Hour cometh when 
ye JhaU neither in this Mountain, nor yet at 
Jerufakm, worjhipthe Father : But the Hour 
fometb and nojv is^ when the true Worjhippers 

JhaU 
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JhaU nvorjhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth ? 
]?or the Father feeketb fucb to worjhip him. 

Therefore it muft be certain in the higheft 
degree, that Chrift cannot, nor could fet up 
juiy other kind of Worfliip, or Worfhippers^ 
but iUCh as the Fathet feeketh ; becaufe he 
and his Father were one, both in Will and 
Work. And the Reafon and Neceffity of 
this kind of Worship, is added by Chrift in 
the following Words, God is a Spirit^ and 
they that worjhip him^ muft worjhip him in 
Spirit and in Truth. , 

Therefore if Chrift had not only ^mdjolely 
let up dii$. Truth of fpiritual Worfliip, he 
hftd been bqt another Mq/es^ and thoug a bet-' 
tm Teacher, yet ftiH but as a Schoolmaftery to 
ibme: higher Scate of Religion, that was^rf 
"soanted, and mu^ be- teoeakdy if fb be that Man 
Y^as td be reftored to his true State of Life, U- 
Hion, and Happinefs in and with the divine ^ 
Natur6r For as God is a Spirit, and our Life 
is fpiritual, fa no. religious Worihip can be in 
its true Perfe^ftion, or bring us into the Pbffef- 
fi^n of our higheft Good, till it raifes all that 
js Spirit and Life in us, into Union and Com- 
nsunion with Spirit and Life in God. 

If it {bould here be aflced, How we are to 
b(?eo«ie and continue Worfhippers of the 
J\ather in Spirit and; Truth ? It is anfwered j 
, ^ confifts in turning inwards^^ in Attention; 

to 
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to that, which is daily and hourly ftirring, 
living, and working in our Hearts. 

Now though the Scripture no where gives 
this DireSlion in tbefe very Wordsy yet, fince 
it is faid in Scripture, that . God dwelleth 
not in Temples made with Hands^ but ia 
the Temple of our Heart^A iM»cc the. King- 
dom of God is faid to be widkin us^ and 
not to come with oulew^i^ Qbfervation, but 
to be in us, as a iecret,^ liviqg Seed of the 
ipcorruptible Wcxfd ; ^fice Cur Hearts is 
our whole Life, and we are fa^ 19 live, asui 
iBOve, and have our Being in Qod^ it is di- 
re^Iy telling us that we are to turn inmards^ 
if we would turn to, and find GpA 

It is direi^Iy telling us, ^at in what man^ 
ner we ar:e within, a§ the Worfliif^ is done 
there, £> i$ God in fuch manner within us % 
and that he is qo otherwife our God, our 
Life, our Reft and Happinefs^ tha^ io far 
as the Working of our Hearts, is a willing 
and chufing, a hungering and thirfting to 
find, feel and enjoy the Life-giving Power 
ef his holy Prelence in our Souls. 

To be inwardly therefore attentive to 
God, fhewing the Good and the Evil, dif- 
tinguiihing tl^ light from the Darknefs ia 
our own Souls ; to liften to the Voice of 
his ever ffmUng Wordy and to watch the 
Movii^s o£ his e^er fanSiJying Spirit with- 

in 
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in us> waiting and longing in the Spirit of 
Prayer, of Faith and Hope, of Love and Re- 
fignation, to be inwardly quickened and re- 
vived in the Image, and according to the Like- 
nefs of that Son, in whom he is well pleafed, 
is the worfhipping of God with our whole 
Heart and Soul, in Spirit and in Truth. 

It is living to God, in and through the 
Power of Chrift, as he lived ; it is praying 
withhim> and by his Spirit, that continual 
Prayer which he always had, whether ipeak- 
ing to the Multitude, or healing their Di- 
fcafcs, or aldne by himfelf in the Stillnefs 
of Nights, and Lonelinefs of Mountains. 
For this inward Prayer, in which the whole 
Heart, and Soul, and Spirit, loves, wor- 
Ihips, and applies to a God, not abfent or 
diftant, but to a Trinity of Goodnefs and 
Mercy, of Light and I^ove, of Glory and 
Majefty, dwelling, and working within us, 
willing and defiring to 3o all that in the 
Temple of our Hearts, which is done and 
always (Jping in his own Temple in Heaven, 
is a Prayer, that only needs outward Words 
for the fake of others ; and of which it may- 
be faid, as Chrift faid : Father y I knew that 
thou always hearefiy me^ but becaufe of the 
People^ which Jiand by^ IJaid it. 

I begin to apprehend, worthy Sir, that 
jou will tlxink I am gOn'e too far about, and 

not 
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LETTER I. 13 

not come clofe enough to the Matter in 
hand. But I hope it is not fo : I have gone 
through all that I have iaid, only to fbew> 
that Church Unity or Communion, is not 
a matter that depends on any particular So- 
ciety, or outward Things but is compleat, 
or defedtive, in fuch degree, as we live in 
Unity with, or Contrariety to the inward 
Spirit and outward Example of Chrift. 
For no Union fignifies any thing to us, or 
our Salvation, but Union with God, through 
Chrift, and nothing unites us to Chrift, or 
makes us to be his, but his Holy Spirit 
dwelling, and working inwardly and out- 
wardly in us, as it did m him. 

This is the only Church Unity, that con* 
cerns the Confcience, and when we are in 
this Unity, we are in Union with Chrift, 
and with every one who is united to him, 
however diftant, or feparated from us, by 
human Inclofures. 

I come now to confider the Church under 
another, and more common Idea of it, 
namely as external, aoid about which, all. 
the Chriftian World is at enmity, ftrife, and 
debate. 

After Chriftianity had been a few Ages in' 

the World, it became national, and 6b- 

tained the Protedtion, and Patronage of 

the Princes of this World* 

Hence 


14 LETTER I. 

Hence it was enriched with many Gifts 
and Privileges, and ilrengthened by Powers, 
that were foreign to the Nature of it ; and 
Chufch-men, beginning to quarrel about 
Chriftian Do^ines, were fupport^d ifi their 
Strife and Divifion from one another, by 
the temporal Powers, under whidi thiy 
lived. 

This State of the Church hath dontinned 
to this Day, where almoft every Age hath 
multiplied the Number of divided Churches, 
brought forth, by the Union of the civil 
and ecclefiaftical Power. 

This State therefore of external (lurches, 
hath the Nature of Things mtrelj hwnan^ 
and is futjed to foch Alterations^ Changes j 
and Corruptions, as the Forms and Revo- 
lutions of temporal Government all over 
the World. And therefore the private 
Chriftiiaii, who, as fiich^ is a Member of a 
Kingdom, that is not of this World, has 
little or no Concern in it. 
. Without entering into the Merits of di- 
vided Churches, whick I fhall not dohexre^ 
or any where d& ^ Thus much I thi»k^ 
may with Truth be affirmed, that where the 
Church and ther^Stfta are incoirporitiid, and 
undeit one and th^ fame Power, all the evil 
Paffions, corrupt Visws, and wortdly In-- 
tcrefls, which form and transf^TfUy tura 

and 
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and overturn all outward Tlungs, muft be 
e;2cpe€ted often to oome to pais, as well in 
the Church, as in the State, with which it 
i^ united. 

But as private Chriftians.haire no Power, 
or Call to govern the World, or fct up 
Thrones according to the Principle^ of Trutn 
and Righteoufhei^ but are by the Spirit of 
the Gofpel obliged to fubmit to, and be con- 
tented with that ftate of Government, good 
or bad, ut^ler which the Providence of G^odi 
has pbqed them, £o are they in like manner, 
to exerci&i a patient Submiilion, and Refig* 
na^n under fucb an imperfect State of the 
ditward Church,: which Providence has not 
preventfid, and only to take care, to be in^ 
vr ardly found fiiqh. -Worfhippers in Spirit and 
m Truth, as the Fathei feeketh. 

I mean not by this, as fomc have done, 
^at any EvaI however great in the Beginning, 
or contiiming oi^ uiurped Power, ekher in the 
Church or State, lofes its evil Nature, and 
may be called right and good,, as fbon as Pro* 
tidence has fuffered it to become fuccefsful. 

No,, by no means* Succeis, though always 
to be owned tq have^ God's Permif&on, leaves 
all ^ngs in their own Nature, ndtber Good 
becaufe fuccefsful, nor Bad, becaufe defeated 
^ad iiipprefied. 
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icdnc^ ct xbc Jews Goo^siiiiig 
and cE^taznz the Dcdti o£ Chriit, ik^ not 
only perm*ncd, fact imnMc to the Defigns 
cf Prcvidence, In the Redemrdcn of Man^ 


kind. — But that the cril N;irizrr of tfacir 
Wickcdneli did noc Icle its Guilty bccaufe 
{ottered by God to be fhcccjiful, batfUllcon- 
tinaes, is plain frosn the Curie of God ftill 
al»ding upon it to this day. 

The Ehity of private ChriiHans, with re* 
gard to Providence in tuch Caies, is not to 
call thatGood which before was Evil, or that 
Evil which before was Good, but patiently to 
fufier, and humhly acqnicice under aU that 
bad outward Courie ^ Things, either in 
Qiurch or State, which the I^vidence of 
God has not thought fit to prevent, and that 
for theie Reaibos : Firfij as fully knowing 
that all Things muft work together for good, 
to thoie who love God; Secmdfyj as piouily 
believing that in all iiicceisful Wickednefs^ 
whether of Princes againil their People, or of 
People againfl thdr Princes, there is 2twzys 
fometbing bid under it, whidi in its laay md 
degree y will like the fucceisfid Wickednefe of 
the Jews towards Chrifl:, help forward that 
Salvation, for which Chrifl hath laid down 
his Life. 

Who can lay, what a Good, and Blefling, 
^9 Chriftian World had been deprived of, 

had 
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had the righteous Providence of Cxod not 
permitted die Princes of the heathen World, 
to make fuch bloody Havock of the firil 
Chriflians. 

But fuppofe Errors of the following 
Kind gpt into the Church, viz. i . The Scrip-^ 
ture Baptifm of the whole Body under 
Water, only as it were mimicked, by fcat^ 
tering a few Drops of Water on a new-born 
Child's Face. 2. The Supper of the Lord 
in one Church, held to be Bread and Wine 
changed into the real Flefti and Blood of 
Chrift : In another, as Bread and Wine, not 
changed into, but fubftantially united with 
the real Flefli and Blood of Chrift: In 
another, mere Bread and Wine, only made 
Memorials of the Body and Blood of Chrift*. 
In one Church this, in another that Form 
and Manner of Confecration held to be 
eftential j in another, all Prieftly Confecra-» 
tion rejedted, as rank Superftitioq. 3. Sup- 
.^^fe the original Apoftolical Conftitution of 
Church Affembliesy where all meet together^ 
that all in their turns, might prophecy one by 
cne^ that all might learn^ and all be comforted^ 
(hould in (bme Churches be fb changed, 
that all praying, fpeaking or prophecying, 
as from the Power, and Prefence of Chrift 
jimongft them> was quite prohibited ^ where 
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one and the lame long, tedious, homanly 
CDDtnred Form of Wcwriliip, is dailT, £noin 
Year's end to Year s end, to be read fay one, 
who is become their cxilj Speaker and In- 
ftrudor, not became he alone is daily full 
of Faith and <^ die Holy Ghcdl, but be- 
caufe he is eidier hired to diat Office,, cm* be- 
caufe, by ibme means or other, die Church 
and Church-yard are become lus Freehold. 
Is not fuch a State of Church Aflemblies, 
in full contrariety to the firfl Aflemblies, 
and to the Apc^e's Injundion ; quench not 
the Spirit^ dtjpife not PnpeJ^ngs? 4, Sup- 
pofe again, that in the fettled Service of the 
Church, certain Prayers and PetiticMis, not 
according to Trath and Ri^teouinefs, or 
fiiitable to the Goodnels of the Evangdical 
Spirit, are read, as Prayers for Succefs in 
unchriilian Wars, Prayers for the Deffaruc- 
don of our Chriflian Brethren, called our 
Enemies, Thanlgivings for the violent 
Slaughter and fuccefsful killing of Man- 
kind : Wlien thefe are made Parts of the 
Church Service, are we in Obedience to the 
Providence of God, fufiering Things in 
Church Aflemblies to come to this pais, to 
unite and bear a Part in fuch Church Service ? 
My Anfwer to all this, Ihall be only per- 
fbnal ; that is, what I would 60 mj^elf, in 
thefe fuppofed Cafes. 

Firfl, 
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Fir/iy ,As to any Defedls, Mutilation, or 
Variations in the outward Form, and Per-- 
formance of Baptifm and the Supper of the 
Lord in the Church, I am under little, or 
no Concern about them ; and that for this 
very good Reafon, — Becaufe all that is in- 
wardly meant, taught, or intended by them, 
as the Life, Spirit, and full Benefit of them, 
is fubjedt to no human Power, is wholly 
tranfadcd between God and myfelf, and 
cannot be tal^en from me, by any Alteration 
made by Man, in the outward Celebration 
of them. 

If the Church, in my Baptifm, (hould 
(prinkle a little Milk, or Wine, inftead of 
Water, upon my Face, it would be no de- 
feftive Baptifm to me, if I had all that in- 
ward Difpofition of Repentance, of Faith 
in Chrift, to be born again of Him, which 
was meani, figured, and implied by fuch 
Immerfion into Water, as was the firft 
Baptifm. 

The fame may be faid of the Supper 
of the Lord, however altered, or varied in 
its outward Manner from whslt it was at firft, 
if the inward Truth, pointed at by it, is 
in me, is loved and adhered to by .me, I 
have all the Benefit that was meant, or 
could be had by it, when it was kept to 
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a Tittle in the fame out ward Form, in which 
the firft Church ufed it. 

And therefore the outward Celebration of 
thefe Sacraments is reverenced by me, where- 
ever they are obferved, as ftanding in the 
fame Place, and fignificant of the fame in- 
ward Bleffing, as in their firft Inftitution. 

As to the forementioned fuppofed Prayers, 
though I am prefent when they are read in 
the Church, I neither make, nor need I 
make them, any more my own PrayerSy 
then I make, or need to make all the 
Curfes in the Pfalms, to be my own CurfeSy 
when I hear both Prieft and People reading 
.them in the Church, as a Part of divine 
Service. Nor is there any more Hypo- 
crify, or Infinccrity, in one Cafe, than in 
the other. 

I join therefore in the public Aflemblies, 
not becaufe of the Purity^ or PerfeSiion of 
that which is done^ or to be found there, 
but becaufe of that which is meant and in- 
tended by them : They mean the holy, 
public Worfhip of God; they mean the 
Edification of Chriftians ; they are of great 
Ufe to many People ; they keep the World 
from a total Forgetfulnefs of God ; they 
help the Ignorant and Letterlefs to fuch a 
Knowledge of God, and the Scriptures, as 
xhiy would not have without them. 

And 



L E.T T E R I. 21 

And therefore, fallen as thefe Church 
Affemblies are, from their firft fpiritual 
State, I reverence them, as the venerable 
Remains of all that, which once was, * and 
will, I hope, be again, the Glory of Church 
Affemblies, viz. the Minijiration t)f the Spi^ 
rity and not of the dead Letter. 

And there are two very great Signs of the 
near Approach of this Dky, in two very 
numerous, yet very different kinds of People 
in thefe Kingdoms. 

In the one Sort, an extraordinary Increafe 
of new Separations, Particularity of Opi- 
nions, Methods, and religious Diftindions, 
is worked up to its utmoft Height. And 
we fee them almoft every Day running 
with Eagernefs from one Method to another, 
in Queft of Somethings by the Help of a new 
Form, which they have not been able to 
find in the old one. 

Now, as the Vanity and Emptinefs of 
any Thing, or Way^ is then only fully dif- 
covered and felt, when it has run all its 
Lengths, and worked itfelf up to its higheft 
Pitch, fo that nothing remains untried, to 
keep up the Deceit ; fb when religious 
Divifion, Strife of Opinions, invented Forms, 
and all outward Diftindions, have done 
their utmoff, have no farther that they can 
go, nor any thing more to try, then is theix 

C 3 inevi- 


22 


LETTER I. 


inevitable Fall at Hand ; and if the Zeal 
w^sjimple and upright^ all muft end in this 
full Convi(3:ion, isiz. That Vanity and 
Emptinefs, Burden and Deceit, muft follow 
^ us in every Courfe v^e take, till we have 
done with all our own Running, to expedt 
all, and receive all, from the invilible God 
dwelling in, and bleffing our Hearts with 
all heavenly Gifts, by a Birth of his eter- 
nal, all-creating Word, and life-giving Spi- 
rit brought forth in our Souls. ' 

The other Sign I mentioned, is to be 
found in another Kind of a much awakened 
People, in moft Parts of thefe Kingdoms, 
who in the Midft of the Noife and Multi- 
plicity of all Church-Strife, having heard 
the ftill, and fecret Voice of the true Shep- 
herd, are turned inwards, and wholly at- 
tentive to the inward Truth, Spirit and 
Life of Religion, iearching after the myfti- 
cal, fpiritual Inftruftion, which leads them 
from the outward Cry, of a Lo here^ or there ^ 
ii Chriji^ to feek to him and his redeeming 
Spirit within them, as the only fafe Guide 
from inward Darknefs to inward Light ; 
and from outward Shadows into the Sub- 
ftantial, ever enduring Truth ; which Truth 
is nothing elfe, but the everlajling Union of 
the Soul with God, as its only Goody through 
the Spirit and ISfature of Chriji truly jortned 
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Mnd fully revealed in /V.r-But to go no far- 
ther ; I fhall only add, that as yet, I know 
of no better Way of thinking or ading, 
than as above, with regard to the univerfal 
fallen State of all Churches ; for fallen they 
all are, as certainly as they are divided. 

Every Church Diftindtion is more or lels in 
the corrupt State of every felfijh^ carnal^ 
f elf -willed^ worldly minded^ partial Man, and 
is what it is, and a6ts as it adls, for its own 
Glory ^ its own Intereft and Advancement, by 
that fame Spirit, which keeps the felfifh, 
partial Man folely attached to his owti Will, 
his own Wifdom, Self-regard, and Self- 
feeking. And all that is wanting to be re- 
moved from every Church, or Chriftian So- 
ciety, in order to its being a Part of the 
heavenly yerufalem^ is that which may be 
called its own^ human Willy carnal Wifdom, 
and Selffeeking Spirit^ which is all to be 
given up, by turning the Eyes and Hearts 
of all its Members, to an inward Adoration, 
and total Dependance upon the fuperna- 
tural, invifible, omniprefent God of all 
Spirits ; to the inward Teachings of Chrift, 
as the Power, the Wifdom, and the Light 
of God, working within them every Good, 
and Bleffing, and Purity, which they can 
ever receive, either on Earth, or in Heaven. 
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Under this Light, I am neither Proteftant, 
nor Papift, according to the common Ac- 
ceptation of the Wofds. — I cannot confider 
myfelf as belonging only to one Society of 
Chrifldans, in reparation and diftinftion from 
all others. — It would be as hurtful to me, if 
not more fb, than any worldly Partiality. 
And therefore as the Defed;s, Corruptions, 
and Imperfcftions, which,, fome way or 
other, are to be. found in all Churches, 
hinder not my Communion with that, un- 
der which my Lot is fallen, fo neither do 
they hinder my being in full Union, and 
hearty Fellowfhip with all that is Chrifldan, 
Holy, and Good, in every other Church 
Divifion. 

And as I know, that God and Chrift, 
and Holy Angels, ftand thus difpofed to- 
wards all that is Good in all Men, and in 
all Churches, notwithftanding the Mixture 
in them, is like that of Tares growing up 
with the Wheat, fo I am not afraid, but 
humbly defirous, of living and dying in this 
Difpofition towards them. 

I atriy worthy Sir y 

With much Truth of Love andRefpe^^ : 
Tour faithful Friend^ 

And hearty Servant. 
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LETTER II. 

To the Reverend Mr. S. 

My dear Friend and Brother ^ 

W^k^^ HOPE my long Silence has .not 
M ^ ^ occafioned your ocing offended at 
!!l]^^j^ me, or any Sufpicion, that I have 
difregarded you,, or the Matter you 
Wrote upon. If I was to offer at a Reafbn in 
excufe of it, it would be ao invented one, 
for it has never been known to myfelf. But 
I was contented to know, that my Heart was 
right towards you, full of all good Will and 
Defire to ferve you, in the Way that God 
Ihould lead me to it. And fo it is come to 
pafs, that you have not heard from me 
fooner. 

It is a^great Pleafure to me to think (as 
you fay) that my Letter to you, will alio be, 
to two of your Brethren, who Hand in the 
lame State of Earneftnefs, to Jknow how to 
be faithful and ufeful in their Miniftry, ag 
you do : I hope God will increafe ♦your 
Number. 

The 
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The firft Bufincfs of a Clergyman awak- 
ened by God into a Senfibility, and Love 
of. the Truths of the Goi^^l, and of ma- 
king them equally felt, and loved by o- 
thers, is thankfully, joyfully and calmly, 
to adhere to, and give vvray to the Increafe 
of this new-rifen Light, and by true In- 
troverfion of his Heart to God, as the fole. 
Author of it humbly to beg of him, that 
all that, which he feels aDefire of doing 
to thofe under his Cure, may be firft truly 
and fully done in himfelf. 

Now the Way to become more and more 
awakened, to feel more and more of this 
firft Conviction, or Work of God within 
you, is not to refled: and reafon yourfelf 
into a farther and deeper Senfibility of it, 
by finding out Arguments to ftrengthen it 
in your Mind, But the one true Way is, 
in Faith and Love to keep clofe to the 
Prefence and Power of God, which has 
manifefted itfelf within you, willingly re- 
figned to, and folely depending upon the 
ope Work of his all-creating Word, and all- 
quickening Spirit, which is always more or 
lefs powerfiil in us, according as we are 
more or lefs trufting to, and depending 
upon it. 

And thus it is, that by Faith we are 
faved, becaufe God is always ours, in fuch 

Pro- 
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Proportion as we are his -, as our Faith is 
in him, fuch is his Power and Prefencc in 
as. What an Error therefore, to turn one 
Thought from him, or caft a Look after any 
Help but his; for if we afk all of him, 
if we feek for all in him, if we knock 
only at his own Door of Mercy in Chrift 
Jefus, and patiently wait and abide there, 
God's Kingdom muft come, and his Will 
muft be done in us. 

For God is always Prefent, and always 
working towards the Life of the Soul, and 
its Deliverance from Captivity under Flefh 
md Blood. But this inward Work of God, 
Jiough never ceafing, or altering, is yet al- 
ways, and only hindred by the Adivity of our 
3wn Nature, and Faculties, by bad Men 
:hrough their Obedience to earthly Paffibns, 
md by good Men through their driving to 
3e good in their own Way, by their natural 
Strength, and a Multiplicity of feemingly 
[loly Labours and Contrivances. 

Both thefe forts of People obftrudt the 
Work of God upon their Souls. For we 
:an co-operate with God ,no other Way, 
han by fubmitting to the Work of God, 
md feeking, and leaving ourfelves to it. 

For the whole Nature of the fallen Soul, 
:onfifts in its being fallen from God, into 
tfelf, into a Self-government and.Adivity, 

xmder 


r 


28 L E T T E R II. 

iinder its own Powers broken off from Gqd^ 
and therefore dying to felf, as well to our 
Reafon, as our Paffions and Defires,is the firft 
and indiipenfible Step in Chriftian Redemp- 
tion, and brings forth that Converfion to God, 
by which Chrift becomes formed and re- 
vealed in us. And nothing hinders this 
Converfion from being fruitful in all Good, 
and gaining all that we want from God, 
but the retaining Something to dwell in is 
our own J whether it be earthly Satisfadlions, 
or a Righteoufnefs of human Endeavours. 

And ti[ierefore all the Progrefs of your firft 
Convidion, which by the Grace of God you 
have had from above, and from within, con- 
fifts in the Simplicity of your Fdth, in ad- 
hering to it, as folely the Work of God in 
your Soul, which can only go on in God's 
Way, and can never ceafe to go on in you, 
any more than God can ceafe to be that 
which he is, but fo far as it is flopped by your 
Want of Faith in it, or trailing to fomething 
elfe along with it. God is found, as foon 
as he alone is fought ; but to feek God alone, 
is nothing elfe but the giving up ourfelves 
wholly unto him. For God is not abfent 
from us in any other refped:, than as the 
Spirit of our Mind is turned from him, 
and not left wholly to him. 

This Spirit of tenth ^ which not here, or 
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there/ or now and then, but every where, 
and in all Things, looks up to God alone, 
trufts fblely in him, depends abfolutely upon 
him, experts all from him, and does all it 
does for him, is the utmoft Perfe<fHon of 
Piety in this Life. The Worfliip of God 
in Spirit and Truthy can go no higher, it does 
that which is its Duty t6 do ; it hath all that 
it Wants, it doth all that it will, it is one 
Power, onfe Spirit, one Will, and one Work- 
ing with God. • And this is that Union or 
Onenefs widi God, in which Man was at firft 
created, and to which he is again called, and 
,will be fully reftored by God and Man be- 
ing made one Ghrift. 

Stefan was a Man full of Faith and the 
^olyGhJl. Thefe are always together, the 
one can never be without the other. 

This was Stephens Qualification for theDea- 
confhip, not becaufeof any Thing high or pe- 
culiar in that Office, but becaufe the Gofpel 
Dilpenfation was the opening a Kingdom of 
God amongft Men, a ^iritual Theocracy, in 
which as God,and Man fallen from God, were 
united in Chrift, fo an Union of immediate O- 
peration between God and Man was reftored* 
Hence thisDiipenfation was called,in Diftinc- 
tion from all that went before it in outward 
Types,Figures and Shadows, a Minijira-^ 
Hon of the Spirit ^ that is, an immediate Ope- 
ration 
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ration of the Spirit of God itfelf in Man, in 
which nothing Human, Creaturely, or de- 
pending upon the Power of Man's Wit, A- 
bility, or natural Powers, had any Place, but 
all Things begun in, and under Obedience 
to the Spirit, and all were done in the Pow- 
er and Strength of Faith united with God. 

Therefore to be a £iithful Minifter of this 
new Covenant between God and Man, is to 
live by Faith alone, to z6k only, and con- 
ftantly under its Power, to defire no Will, 
Underftanding, or Ability as a Labourer in 
Chrift's Vineyard, but what comes from 
Faith, and full Dependance upon God's 
immediate Operation in and upon us. 

This is that very thing, which is expreflly 
commanded by St. Petery faying, If any Man 
Jpeakj let bim /peak as the Oracles of Gody if 
any Man tnintjiery let bim do it as of the 
Ability which Godgiveth. For all which he 
giveth this Reaforiy which will be a Reafon 
as long as the ,World ftandeth, viz. That 
in all Things God may be glorified through ye- 
fus Chrifi. A plain and fufficient Declara- 
tion, that where this is not done, there God 
is not glorified by Chriftians through Chrift 
Jefus. 

God created Men and Angels fblely for 
the Glory of his Love ; and therefore An- 
gels and Men, can give no other Glory to 
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God, but that of 3delding themfelves up to 
the Work of his creating Love, manifefling 
itfelf in the feveral Powers of their natural 
Life, fo that the firft creating Love, which 
brought them into Being, may go on creat- 
ing, and Working in them, according to its 
own never-ceafing Will, to communicate 
Good for ever and ever. This is their liv- 
ing to the Praife and Glory of God, name- 
ly by owning themfelves, in all that tliey are, 
and have, and do, to be mere Inftruments 
of his Power, Prefence, and Goodnefs in 
diem, and to them 5 which is all the Glory 
they can return to their Creator, and all the 
Gloiy for which he created them. We can 
no otherwife give religious Glory to God, 
than by worfhipping him in Spirit and in 
Truth, feeing Chrift has faid, that the Father 
feeketh fuch to worjhip him. • • 

But we can no otherwife worfhip God in 
Spirit and in Truth, than as our Spirit in 
Truth and Reallity, feeks only to, depends 
only upon, and in all things adores, the 
Life-giving Power of his univerfal Spirit; 
as the Creator^ Upholder^ and Doer of all 
that is or can be Goody either in Time or 
Eternity. For nothing can be Good, but 
that which is according to the Will of God, 
and nothing can be according to the Will 
of God, but that which is done by his own 
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Spirit. This is unchangeable, whether in 
Heaven, or on Earth. And this is the one 
End of all the Difpenfations of God, how* 
ever various, towards fallen Man, Wsj. to 
bring Man into an Union with God . Com- 
ply with all the outward Modes and Infti- 
tutions of Religion, believe the Letter, 
own the Meaning of Scripture Fadts, Sym- 
bols, Figures, Reprefentations, and Doc- 
trines, but if you ftand in any other ufe pf 
them, or feek to gain fome other Good from 
them, than that of being led out of yonr own 
Selfy from your own Will^ and own Spirit, 
that the Will of God, and the Spirit of 
God, may do all that is willed, and done 
by you ; hoWever fixed, and fteadily you , 
may adhere to fuch a Religion, you ftand 
as fixed and fteadily in your own fallen 
State. For the Reftoration of fallen Man^ 
is nothing elfe but the Reftoration of him ^ 
to his firft State, under the Will and Spi- 
rit of God, in and for which he was 
created. 

You may here perhaps, my dear Friend, 
think that I am fpeaking too much at largi, 
and not clofely enough to the particular Mat- 
ter of your Enquiry. But my Intention hath 
been, fo to fpeak to you on this Occafion, as 
to lay a Ground for a proper Behaviour, 
under every Circumftance of the outward 
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Work of your Miniftry. All Things muft 
be fet right in yourfelf firft, before you can 
rightly aflift others, towards the attaining to 
.the fame State. 

I do not mean, that you muft be firft in a 
State of Perfedion, before you can be fitted 
to teach others. But I mean that you muft 
firft fee, in what you. place your own Pcr- 
fedlion, and have the Witnefs in yourfelf of 
-the Truth of it, before you can rightly di- 
fedt others in the Way to it ^ otherwife your 
Inftruftion would be of fuch practical 
Things, of which you had no pracflical 
Knowledge. 

. For this Reafon, I have faid all that is 
(aid above, to help you to fet out under a 
right Senfe of all that, which Religion is 
to do for yourfelf, and why, and how, and 
by what means alone, it can be done in you. 
When thefe two Things are not nbtionally, 
but priadtically known, and adhered to, 
then arc you enabled, according to your 
meafure, to fpeak of Things, and Truths 
of Religion, to thofe that are ignorant, or 
infenfible of them. 

Hence you may learn, what you arcf 
chiefly to drive at, in all your Difcourfes 
frpm the Pulpit, • and Converfation ; namcr 
Ivi to turn the Attention of Men to a 
rpwer of Good, and a Power of Evil, both 
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of them born and living within them. For 
in thefe two Things, or States of the Soul 
of every Man, lies the full Proof of the 
whole Nature, both of the Fall, and Rer 
demption from it. 

Were we not naturally evil, by a Birth 
of Evil eflentially born and and living in us, 
we fhould want no Redemption ; and had 
we not a Birth oi fomething Divine in us, 
we could not be redeemed. Inward Evil 
can only be cured or overcome by an in- 
ward Good. 

And therefore, as all our Salvation is an 
inward Work, or Struggle of two Births 
within us, fo all the Work of your out- 
ward Inftrudtion, muft be to call every one 
home to himfelf, and help every Heart to 
know its own State, to feek, and find, and 
feel his inward Life and Death, which 
have their Birth, and Growth, and Strife 
againft one another, in every Son of Adam. 

And as this is the one good Way of 
Preaching, fo it is, of all odiers, the moft 
powerful, and penetrating into the Hearts 
of all Men, let their Condition be what it 
will. 

For as thefe two States are certainly in 
every Soul of Man, however blended, 
fmothered, and undiftinguifhed, in their 
Operations for a T^ime^ yet they have each 
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of them, in fome degree, their hearing Ears^ 
which though ever fb funk into Dullnefs, 
will be forced, more or lefs, to feel the 
Power of that Voice, which fpeaks nothing, 
but what is, and muft be in fome fort fpo- 
ken within themfelves. 

Aod this is ' the . true End of outward 
Preaching, namely, to give loud Notice of 
the Call of God in their Souls, which though 
unheard, or neglected by them, is yet always 
fubfifting within them. It is to make fuch 
outward Sounds, as may reach and ftir up 
the inward hearing of the Heart. It is fo to 
ftrike all the outward Senfes of the Soul, that 
from fleeping in an inward Infenfibility of its 
own Life and Death, it may be brought into 
an awfkened and feeling Perception of itfelf, 
and be forced to know, that the Evil of 
Death which is in it, will be its eternal Ma- 
fter, unlefs the Good of Life that is in it, 
feeks for Vidtory in the Name and Po^vrer 
and Mediation of Chrift, the only Prince of 
Life, and Lord of Glory, and who only hath 
the Keys of Heaven, of Death and Hell 
in his Hands. 

Thus far, and no farther, goes the Labour 
and Miniftry of Man, in the Preaching pf 
the Word, whether it be of Paul, or Gf- 
pbas. 

D z jHence 
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Hence alfo you will be well qualified, to 
open in your Hearers, a right Senfe and 
Knowledge of the Truth and Reality of 
every Virtue, and every Vice, that you are 
diicouriing upon. 

For lince all that is Good and Evil, is 
'only {o to them, becaufe it lives in the 
Lite of their JHeartj they may eafily be 
taught, that no Virtue, whether it be Hu- 
mility, or Charity, has any Goodnefs in it, 
but as it Iprings in, arid from the Heart, 
nor any Vice, whether it be Pride, or Wrath, 
is any farther renounced, than as its Power, 
and Place in the Heart is deftroyed. And 
thus the Infignificancy and Vanity of an out- 
ward Formality, of a virtuous Behaviour, 
and every Thing fliort of a new Heart, and 
new Spirit in, and through the Power of 
Chrift, dwelling vitally in them, may* he 
fully Ihewn to be Self-delufion, and Self- 
deilrudion. ^ 

Your next great Point, as a Preacher, 
Ihould be to bring Men to an entire Faith 
in, and abfolute Dependance upon, the con- 
tinual Power and Operation of the Spirit of 
God in them. 

All Churches, even down to the Socini- 
ans, are forced, in obedience to the Letter 
of Scripture, to hold fomething of this Doc- 
trine. 

But 
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But as the Pradice of all Churches, for 
many Ages, has had as much Rccourfe to 
Learning, Ait, and Science, to qualify Mi- 
nifters for the preaching of the Golpel, as 
if it was merely a Work of Man's Wifdom, 
ib Ecclefiaftics, for the moft part, come 
forth in the Power of human Qualifications, 
and are more or lefs full of thcmfelves, and 
trufting to their own Ability, according^as 
they are more or lefs Proficients in Science, 
and Literature, Languages and Rhetoric. 

To this, more than to any one other 
Caufe, is the great Apojiacy of all Chriften- 
dom to be attributed. This was the Door, 
at which the whole Spirit of the World, en- 
tered into Pofleflion of the Chriftian Church. 

Worldly Lufts, and Interefts, Vanity, 
l^ride. Envy, Contention, Bitternefs, and 
Ambition, rfie Death of all that is good in 
the Soul, have [now, and ahvays had their 
chief Nourifhment, Power, and Support, 
from a fenfe of the Merit, and fufficiency 
of literal Accomplifhments. 

Humility, Meeknefs, Patience, Faith, 
Hope, Contempt of the World, and hea- 
venly Aflfedtions (the very Life of Jefus in 
the Soul) are by few People lefs earncftly 
defired, or more hard to be pradifed, than 
by great WitSy clajjical Critics, Linguijls^ 
Hi^orianSy and Orators in Holy Orders. 

D 3 Now 


38 LETTER 11. 

Now to bring Man to a right pradUcal 
Knowledge, of that full Dependance upon, 
and Faith in the continual Operation of the 
Holy Spirit, as the only Raifer and Prefer- 
ver of the Life of God in their Hearts, 
and Souls, and Spirits, it is not enough, 
you fbmetimes, or often preach upon the 
Subject, but every thing that you inculcate, 
ftiould be direded conjlajitly to it, and all 
that you exhort Men to, fhould be required, 
only as a means of obtaining, and concur— 
ing with, that Holy Spirit, which is, and 
only can be, the Life and T[ruth of Good- 
nefs. And all that you turn them from, 
fhould be as from fomething that refifts, and 
grieves that bleffed Spirit of God, which 
always wills and defires to remove, all evil 
out of our Souls, and make us again to 
be fandified Partakers of the Divine Na- 
tiire. 

For as they only are Cbriftians, who are 
born again of the Spirit, io nothing fhould 
be taught to ChrifHans, but as a Work of 
the Spirit \ nor any Tihing fought, but by 
the Fewer of the Spirit, as well in hearing^ 
as teaching. It is owing to the Want of 
this, that there is fo much Preaching and 
Hearing, and fo little Benefit either of the 
Preacher or Hea|-cj:, 
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The Labour of the Preacher is, for the 
moil part, to difplay Logic, Argument, 
and Eloquence, upon religious Subjcdls .; 
and 10 he is juft as much <:arried out of hin>r 
felf, and united to God by his own religi- 
ous Difcburfes, as the Pleader at the Bar is, 
by his Law, and Oratory upon Right and 
Wrong. 

And the Hearers, by their regarding fiich 
Acdomplifhments, go away juft as much 
helped, to be new Men in Chrift Jefus, as 
by hearing a Caufe of great Equity well 
pleaded at the Bar. 

Now in both thefe Cafes, with regard to 
Preacher and People, the Error is of the 
fame kind, namely, a trufting to a Powcar 
in themifelves ; the one in an Ability, to 
perfuade powerfully j the other in an Abi^ 
lity, to a<a according to that Which they 
hear. 

And fo the natural Man goes on preach- 
ing, and the natural Man goes on hearing 
of the Things of God, in a fruitlefs Courfe 
pf Life, And thus it muft be, fo long as 
either Preacher cm: Hearers, feek any thing 
^Ife but to edify, and be ediiied in, and 
through the immediate Power and eflential 
Prefence of the Holy Spirit, working in 
lheai> 
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The Way therefore to be a faithful, and 
fruitful Labourer in the Vineyard of Chrift, 
is to ftand yourfelf in a full Dependancc 
on the Spirit of God, as having no good 
Power, but as his Inftrument, and by his 
Influence, in all that you do ; and to call 
others, not to their own Strength or ratio- 
nal Powers, but to a full Hope, and Faith 
of having all that they want, from God a- 
lone 5 not as teaching them to be good. by 
Men, but by Men and outward Inftrudion, 
calling them to Himfelf, to a Birth of eflen- 
tial, inherent living Goodnefs, Wifdoni and 
Holinefs from his own eternal Word, and 
Holy Spirit, living and dwelling in them. 
For as God is all that the fallen Soul 
wants, fo nothing but God alone, can com- 
municate himfelf to it 5 all therefore is loft 
Labour, but the total Converfion of the Soul, 
to the immediate ejjential Operation of God 
in it. 

As to the other Parts of your Office, 
whether they relate to Things prefcribed, 
or to fuch as are to be done, according to 
your beft Difcretion, there will not be much 
Difficulty, if you ftand in the State as above 
defcribed. 

As to feveral outward FormSy and Orders 
\ji the Church, they muft be fuppofed to 
partake, in their Degree, of that Spirit, 

yrhicli 
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^^^hich has fo long bore Rule in all Church 

-X)ivifions. But the private Man, who has fuffi- 

^ient Call to the Miniftry, is not toconfider, 

liow outward Things fhould be, according 

to the Primitive Plan, but how the inward 

Truth, which is meant by them, may be fully 

adhered to. 

Baptifm and the Lord's Supper, as diffe- 
rently pradlifed in almoft every particular 
. Church, may afford ground of Scruple about 
them, fince almoft every Church in thefe 
Matters, is condemned by all other Churches. 
But the Way to be above, and free from 
thefe Scruples, is to keep yourfelf, and your 
people wholly intent to that Spiritual Goody of 
which thdfe Inftitutions are the appointed 
outward Figures, namely to that ipiritual 
-Regeneration, which is meant by Baptifin, and 
to that Jpiritual Living in Chriji^ and Chrift 
in us, which is meant by the Supper of the 
Lord. And then, though the Sacraments 
pradtifed by you fhould have any outward 
• Imperfedion in them, they would be of the 
fame Benefit to you, as they were to thofc, 
who ufed them in their fiirft, outwardly per- 
fedt Form . And thus you will be led nei- 
ther to over-rate, nor difregard luch ufe of 
them, as is according to the prefent State of 
the Church. It is only the Inward Regene- 
rate 
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rate ChrifHan, that knows how to make a 
right Ufc of all outward Things. His Soul 
being in fuch a State of Uiiion with God, 
9iid Man, as it ought to be, it takes every 
Thing by the right Handle, and turns every 
Thing into a Means of carrying on his Love 
towards God and Man. To the Pure, all 
Things are pure. 

When you vifit the Sicky or well Awa-^ 
kenedy or dully Senfelefs^ ufe no pre-contrived 
Knowledge, or Rules, how you are to pro- 
ceed with them, but go as in Obedience to 
God, as on his Errand, and fay only what 
the Love of God and Man fuggcfts to your 
Heart, without any Anxiety about the Succeis 
of it ; that is God's Work. Only fee that 
the Love, the Tenderneis, and Patience of 
God towards Sinners, be uppermoft in, all 
that you do to Man. Think not, that herp 
Severity, and there Tendernefs, is to be 
Ihewn 5 for nothing is to be (hewn to Man, 
but bis Want of God, nothing can (hew him 
this fo powerfully, fo convincingly, as Love. 
And as Love is the fulfilling of the whole 
Law, fo Love is the fulfilling of all the 
Work of the Miniftry. 

/ am^ ^ith my befi Wijhes 
To you and your Brethren, 

Tour mofi affeSlionate Friend^ 
And willing Servant. 

Jp'rii 10, 1756. 

LET- 
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To a Clergyman of Bucks^ 

j>iMC^AM much fiirpriled, my Friend, 
I # that you fhould ftill want more to 
^#4($ be faid, about the Do£ixuie of 1^- 
putatioriy whether of Adani^ Sin, or 
the Rigbteoufnefs of Chrift to his Followers. 
Our polluted finful Birth oi Adam^ is all the 
Sin we can have from him ; and oxyxfuperna^ 
tural Birth of Chrift, is all the Righteoufnefe 
that we poffibly can have from him. Impu- 
tation neither hath, nor can have any Thing 
to do in either Cafe ; Sin and Righteoufhefs 
are both inward and innate Things, and the 
Ible Work of the Spirit, that lives in us. 
That which is born of God, is godly, and 
cannot fin ; and that which is born of iinful 
Man, cannot be without a iinful Nature and 
Tempers. Cain could not poffibly have any 
other natural Life, than that which was in 
Adatn-^ and therefore fo fure as Adam in Soul, 
Spirit, and Body, was all Sin and Corruption, 
ib fore is it, that all his Offipring muft come 
ijrpm him iij the fame Depravity of Soul, Spi- 
rit 
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rit and Body. And to talk of their hayiqg 
this difordered fallen Nature, not from their 
natural Birth, but by an outward Imputation 
of it to them, is quite is abfurd, as to iay, 
that they have their Hands and Feety or the 
whole Form of their Body, not from their 
natural Birth, but by an outward Imputation 
of fuch a Form, and Members to them. — 
Suppofe it was faid, that Adams evil and pol- 
luteiiCondition of Bodyand Soul, was not the 
natural EfFedt of his Tranfgreffion, but inde- 
pendently of that, came upon him from God's 
imputing it to him, as his, though it was not 
his. What a Blafphemy would this be ? And 
yet not lefs than that, of faying, that his 
Children have their evil Nature, the finful 
State of their Wills and AfFedtions, not by 
their natural Birth from him, but indepen- 
dently of that, folely from God's imputing 
fuch a finful State to them, that is, that God 
imputed Adam's finful Nature to Cain^ though 
he was by Birth free from Sin, and Bom in 
the Purity and Perfeftion, in which Adam 
was created ; for fo he muft have been, if his 
Birth had nothing of finful Adam in it. But 
if Cain was not fo born, then he had his Sin, 
not by an Imputation of another's Sin to him, 
but plainly in the fame Way of natucal Birth, 
as every Man has his natural Life and Form 
pf his Body, from Parents of the fame Na- 
ture 
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turc and Form. And indeed, to Ipeak of 
Sih imputed to a Perfon that has it not, 
and fo made his, is the fame Abfurdity, 
as fpeaking of Will and Affedions, imputed 
to a Peribn that has them not, and fo made 
his. For Sin is no where but in, and from 
the Will and AiFeftions, and therefore to 
make Sin to be there by Imputation, where 
it is not, has no more Senfe in it, than to 
make Will^xA AffeSlionSy to be by Imputa- 
tion in a Creature that has them not 

As in Adam all dycj fays the Text : Is 
not this the fame, as faying, that all Men 
have their fallen Nature, becaufe born of 
Adam ? Say, this does not follow, and then 
the Matter will fland thus : In Adam all dye : 
But wbyy or bow ? Why becaufe no Man nath 
the Evil of a mortal fallen Nature from 
h;s Birth from Adam, but merely by God's 
free Imputation of it to him. 

But fuch a free Imputation of Adani^ fin- 
fill State to his Children, when they had it 
not by natural Birth, is quite blaiphemous, 
and leaves no room for magnifying the free 
Grace of God in Chrifl Jefus \ fince free 
Grace comes only to help Man out of a fin- 
ful State which he had not by natural Birth, 
but came upon him, by God's free Imputa^- 
Hon of it to him, \srhen he had it not. Thus, 
the adorable Love of God in his free Grace 
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in Chrift Jefus, is quite deftroyed, upon* 
fuppofition, that Mankind have not thtit fin- 
fill State from their natural Birth from -4- 
damy but by a free Imputation of it by God^ 
to them. 

Take now the other Part of the Text, &> 
in Chriji Jhall all be made alive. Is^ it not a 
flat Denial of ail this, to fay, thej' aren6t 
made alive by a Birth of tl^at to which A^ 
dam died, brought to life again in them, bul 
are accounted as if they were alive, by the 
Imputation of Chrifl:*s Life to them, but 
not born in them ? Could dead Lazarus 
have been feid to have been made alive a- 
gain, if ftill lying in the Grave, he had 
only been accounted as alive, by having the 
Nathre of a living Man, only imputed to 
him ? 

Our Lord faid, to a Leper, whom he 
had cleanfed, Go^ fbeiv thyfelf to' the Frieft^ 
&c. But if inftoid of cleaning him, he had 
bid him gd to the Prieft, to be accounted as 
a clean Man, by the Imputation of another*s 
Cleanhefi to him, had he not ftill been un- 
der all the - evil of his own Leprofy ? Now 
this is ftri<aiy thte Cafe of the Righteouf- 
nefe of Ghrift, only outwardly imputed to 
us, and not inwardly born within us. — ^A 
Fi(Stion,* that^runs counter to all that Chrift 
and his Apoftles have iaid of the Nature of 

OUP 
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our Salvation. We want Chrift's Righte- 
oufnefs, becaufe by our natural Birth, wc 
are inwardly full of Evil ^ therefore feith 
Chrift, except a Man be born again^ be cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God. Does not 
this place all in a Birth ? But a Birth, and 
outward Imputation, are inconfiftent ; that 
which is born in us, cannot be faid, to be 
outwardly imputed to us. I am the Vine^ 
feith Chrift, ye are the Branches. Now if 
this^ be a true Reprefentation of the Matter, 
then thefe two plain Doctrines of Chrift, 
affirming, i. The abfblute Neceflity of a 
new Birth from above, and 2. Declaring 
tjiis Birth to be as really brought forth in us, 
as the Life of the Vine is really in the 
Branches, do, as far as Words can do it, 
entirely rejedt the Notion of a Righteouf- 
nefs imputed to us froiri without ; a Righte- 
oufneis, that has no more to do with our 
own Life, after it is imputed to us, dian it 
had a thoufand Years before we vrere bom. 
For that which is not in us, or ours, by a 
Birth of itfelf in us, can never be any 
hearer to us, or have a more rcil Union 
with us, after it is called ours, than before 
it was fo called. I fay called^ for Imputa- 
tion, whether of Sin, or Righteoufnefs, if 
its Ppwef is not living in us, is np m<ore 
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than mere calhng, thzt ours, which is not 
ours. 

It is needlefs to cite Places of Scripture, 
affirming that all confifts in a Chrift revealed, 
begotten, formed and living in us. Let 
this one Word of Paul fuffice, yet not 7, but 
Cbriji that livetb in me. He does not fay, 
a Chrift who is only called his, or outward- 
ly imputed to him, but the quite con- 
trary, a Chrift who liveth in him. 

Again, if Chrift's Holy Nature, be not 
a Birth in us, but only outwardly imputed 
to us, then no Virtue, or Power of an Holy 
Life, can have any more real Exiftence, or 
vital Growth in us, than in the Devils, but 
are only outwardly imputed to us, and not 
to them, only called ours, and not theirs^ 
diough we have no more of them within 
us, than they have. Thus, be ye boly^ for 
I am holy j be ye perfeSt^ as your Father ^ which 
is in Heaven y is perfeB -, thou Jhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy Hearty &c. all 
thefe are but vain Exhortations to do, and 
be, that which is not within our Sphere, but 
entirely inconfifl^nt with it. For thefe Vir- 
tues are, in their whole Nature, nothing 
elfe but the very Rightoufnefs of Chrift, 
therefore if that can be only outwardly im- 
puted to us, the fame muft be faid of all 
thefe Virtues y that they can have no real 

Life 
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JLife or Growth in us, but only outwardly 
Imputed to us. . And indeed, unlefs Chrilt 
l>e truly and cflentially born in us, we can 
liave no more of any Chriftian Virtue, but 
the empty, outward Name of it : For nei- 
ther Man, nor Angel ever did, or can thus 
love God with all his Heart, be holy bc- 
cauie God is holy, be perfed: as he is per- 
fed:, but becaufe there is a Spirit 6orn and 
living in them, which is of God, from God, 
and partakes of the divine Nature. 

Further, fay that the Holy Spirit is not 
born and living in us, that his Operation is 
not inwardly in us,, as the Spirit of our 
Spirit^ the Life of our Life, but only out- 
wardly imputed to us, as if he was in us^ 
though he be not there : What a Blafphe* 
my would this be ! And yet full as well, as 
to fky the fame of Chrift, and his Righte- 
oufnefs. For if Chrift was only outwardly 
imputed to us, the fame muft, of all ne- 
ccffity be faid of the Holy Spirit 5 for where 
and what Chrift is, there and that is the 
holy Spirit. How cpnftantly are we told in 
Scripture, that they only are Sons of God, 
who are led by the Spirit of God ^ that unlefi 
a Man hath the Spirit of Chrift^ he is none of 
bis ; that if Chrifl be not in us, we are Repro-- 
bates. Now I would afk, can any Man be 
truly faid to be led by the Spirit of the World, 
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the Flefh and the Devil, who has nothing 
of this Spirit living in him, but only out- 
wardly imputed to him ? Can any Creature 
be faid to be led bythe Spirit of Man, who has 
not tlie Nature of Man within him, but 
only outwardly imputed to him ? Yes, juft 
as a Beq/i may be faid to be a Newtonian 
Philofopher, by having Sir Ifaads Syftiem 
outwardly imputed to him. 

Take Notice, Sir, that if Chrift's righte- 
ous, and holy Nature is only outwardly 
imputed to Chriftans, then all of them, 
whether they are called Good, or Bad, are 
without any Difference as to their inward 
Man, and all under the fame unaltered 
Evil of their fallen Nature, as much after ^ 
as they vftrc before Chrift's Righteoufnefs . 
was imputed to them. — When a good Man 
has any thing falfely laid to his Charge, is 
not this outwardly imputing fomething to him, 
that is not his, does not belong to him ? 
■But is not his own inward Goodnefs juft in 
the fame fuUnefs of Truth in him, after 
fuch an Imputation of Evil to him, as it was 
before it was fo imputed. Now this is the 
whole Nature of Imputation ^ and there- 
fore if the righteous Nature of Chrift is 
only outwardly imputed to the Sinner, it 
leaves him in all the Evil of his fallen Na- 
ture, and can no more make him inwardly 
\ .:' good 
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good, than a good Man can be made in- 
wardly evil, by having an Evil outwardly 
imputed to him, that is not his. 

The Relation between Chrift and the 

fallen Soul, is thus : Chrift is the one M(?- 

diator between God and Man, and that 

which his Mediation confifts in, is the re- 

ftoring that Life in Man, which was his 

iiril created Union with God. Nothing fe- 

parated Man from God, or made him want 

a Mediator, but the Lofs of his firft divine 

Life; and therefore nothing can mediate, 

or be a means of Union again between God 

and Man, but that which can, and doth 

raife" again in Man, that Divine Life which 

was his firft Union with God. Every thing 

therefore, that is faid of this one Mediator, 

as redeeming^ ranfoming^ JHftify^^Sj fa^^ify^ 
ingy making Peace, or Reconciliation y &c. 
however varioufly expreffed, has no other 
Nature, or Meaning, but that of making 
fallen Man, inwardly alive again in God. — 
He in whom Chrift is the Way, the Truth, 
and the Lifcy has juft ihzt Jame Change made 
in him, jnft that fame done to him, as he 
that has his Sins wajhed and cleanjed by the 
Blood of the Lamb. For thefe different Ex- 
preflions mean only one and the fame Thing, 
and that one Thing, is Chrift in usy our 
Hope of Gkry. This is Juftification, Sane- 
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tification, Redemption, Peace, Reconcili*. 
ation, and cverlafting Union with God.— • 
Triffling therefore, to the laft degree, is 
their Orthodoxy ^ who raife Difputes, and fet 
up different Do<Srines, on the different 
Meaning of thefe Words, and the Danger 
of not knowing, or not ftiffly contending 
for the bleffed Difference between yufiifi' 
cation and SanSlijication^ &c. Full as triffl- 
ing, as to raife Difputes, and fet up difier- 
ent Dodlrines on the different Names givea 
to Jefus Chriji^ as Word ofGody Son of Man, 
Lamb of Gody Alpha and Omega^ Mediator^ 
Immanuely Attonementy Reconciliation y Re^^ 
furreSiiony &c. and the great Danger of as- 
cribing that to Chrift, as our Reccncilialion^ 
which only belongs to him, as called th<^ 
RefurreSlion and the Lije. — ^Figure to your-' 
felf fuch an orthodox Dilpute as this, . and 
then you will fee the Importance of that 
pious Zeal, which will not fuffer Jujiijica'' 
tion and SanSlifcation to encroach upon one 
another. 

AVhat an egregious Folly, to be learn- 
edly laborious in dividing and diflinguifhing 
thefe different Names of Chrift, or the dif- 
ferent Effects of his purchafing, juftifying, 
or fandifying our Souls, &c. when all that 
thefe Things are told us for, and all the 
Benefit that we can receive from them, lics^ 

folely 
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folely in this one Word of Chrift, if any 
one will be my Difciple (that is, if any one 
will have the Benefit of all that I am, and 
of .all that is feid of me) let him deny him- 
felfj take up bis Crofs and follow me. Then, 
and then only, all the different Names of 
Chrift, and all the different Powers afcribcd 
to him, will be, not critically, but blefTedly 
known and underftood to be one, as God 
is one, whether he be called I am, or the 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, or the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

But to proceed : All that is faid of the 
Nature, Office, and Qualities of Chrift, m 
order to be our Redeemer, is io much faid 
of the Neceffity of their being effentially 
found, and realized in every Soul, that is 
to partake of his Redemption. — If Chrifl be 
not in us^ we are none of bis. But how can 
Chrift be in us, but becaufe all that which 
Chrift was, in the Spirit and Nature of his 
whole Procefs, is in us, as it was in him ? 
If the fame Mind be not in uSy wbicb was in 
Cbriji Jefus ; if that which loved^ that which 
wilkdy tliat which fuffered in him, be not 
the fame Spirit in us, we fhall never reign 
with him. He may be truly called a Re- 
deemer, but we are not his redeemed, for 
fuch as the Redeemer is, fuch are they that 
ve redeemed. 
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7b him that overcometh^ faith Chrift, W// 
I grant to fit with me on my Throne^ [N. B.] 
even as I overcame y and am Jet down with my 
Father an his Throne, What becomes now 
of the vain Fidtion of an outward Imputa*^ 
tion? Is Chrift's Viftory here imputed to 
us ? Is not the Contrary as ftrongly taught 
us, as Words can do it ? To him that over-, 
comethy even as I alfo overcame. 

Can we have fuller Proof, that Chrift -s 
righteous Nature muft be inwardly Dorn, 
living and manifefting itfetf in us, as it did 
in him ? how elfe can we overcome, even 
as be overcame ? That Spirit which over- 
came in Chrift, was manifeft in the Flefli, 
for no other End, but that the fame con- 
quering Spirit might be born in us. And 
when that is done, then all is done, by that 
Grace of God, which bringeth Salvation^ 
Juftification, Sandlification, or the new Crea- 
ture, For whether you call it by one, or 
by all thefe Names, it is the white Stone 
" with the new Name written in ity which 
no Man knoweth, but he that hath received it. 
And that for this Reafon, becaufe it is no out- 
wardly imputed Thing, but is the new Name, 
the new Nature and Spirit of Chrift, be- 
come all in all in us, and {o only to be 
known by thofe, who have it brought to 
Life in them. 
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Again, Tits is my Bloody which is fied 

for manyy for the Remiffion of Sins; what 

follows ? Why, Drink ye all of this \ — If we 

Juffer with him^ we f}:all alfo reign with him\ 

' — The Blood of Jefus Chrtft^ bis Son, cleanfeth 

^isfrom all Iniquity ; — -who hath wajhedusfrom 

t)ur Sins in his Blood. Now to fhew you, 

that all thefe different Sayings have buf one 

and the fame Dodtrine, you need only read 

the following decifve Words : Thefe are they 

that came out of great Tribulation, (that is, 

have trodden the Wine Prefs widi Chrift) 

and have wajhed their Robes in the Blood of 

the Lamb. Here you fee is no outward 

Imputation oi the Sufferings of Chrift, but 

their coming out of great Tribulation, or 

paffing through the whole Procefs of Ghrift, 

was that alone, which made their Robes to be 

Wajhed iri the Blood of the Lamb. And no 

other Dodlrine is in this Text, than if it 

had been faid, thefe are they, who having de^ 

nied themfelves, taken up their daily Crofsy 

and followed Chrijl, have thereby wafhed their 

Robes in the Blood of the Lamb. Through 

all the New-Teft^ment, this is the one 

Dodrine of Salvation through the Blood 

of Chrift, it is drinking the Cup, that he 

drank of, and not the Bitternefs of his Cup 

outwardly imputed to us. 

E4 You 
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You tell me, my Friend, that the fera- 
ip\i\c Afpatio is quite tranfported with the 
Thought of the Imputation of Chrift's Righ- 
teoujfiiefs to the Sinner, and that it fhould 
in the Account of God, be efteemed as 
his — It may be fo, Tranfport feems to be 
as natural to Afpafioy as flying is to a Bird. 
But furely, a more tranfpurting, a more 
glorious Thing it is, both to the Glory of 
God, and the Good of Man, that the Sin- 
ner is, through the righteous Nature of 
Chrift, born and brought to Life in him, 
fet up again in his firft Likenefs and Image 
of Gk)d. For if Man's Righteoufnefs is not 
ejfentially reftored in him, as it was eflentially 
in him at the Firft, has he not lefs of God 
in him, by his Redemption, than he had at 
his Creation ? Is it to the Happinefs of Man, 
and the Glory of God, that God has not 
obtained that Dwelling in Man, for which 
he alone created him ? 

Is it matter of Tranfport to think, that 
fallen Man will to all Eternity live defti- 
tute of his firft heavenly Nature, his firft 
divine Life, which he had in, and from 
God ? But this- muft be the Cafe, if Cbrift's 
Righteoufnefs is only outwardly imputed to 
him, and not ejfentially born in him. 

Tranfports, my Friend, are but poor Proofs 
of Truth, or of the.Goo4nefs of the Heart, 

frpni 
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from whence ibsj proceed. Martyrdom has 
I had its Fcolsy as well as it's Saints^ and 
Zealots may live and dye in a^ Joy, that 
has all its Strength from Delufion. 

You may fee a Man drowned inTears^ 
'at beholding, and kifling a nvoodm Cruet-- 
JiXy and the fame Man condemning another, 
as a wicked Heretic^ who only honours the 
Crofsy by being daily baptifed into the Death 
of Chrift. — Nay, fo blind is Opinion-zealy that 
fome good Chriftian Pallors will not (cruple 
to tell you, they could find no Joy in their 
own State, no Strength, or Comfort in their 
Labours of Love towards their Flocks, but 
becaufe they know, and are affured fi"om 
St. Paul^ that God never had, nor ever will 
have, mercy on all Men^ but that an unknown 
Multitude of them, are through all Ages of 
the World, anevitably decreed by God to 
an eternal Fire, and Damnation of Hell, 
and an unknown Number of others, to an 
irrcfiftable Salvation. 

Wonder not then, if the Inquifition has 
its pious Defenders, for Inquifition-Cruelty^ 
nay, every Barbarity that muft have an End, 
is mere Mercy, if compared with this Doc- 
trine, — And to be in love with it, to draw 
fweet Comfort from it, and wifh it God 
Speed, is a Love that abfolutely forbids the 
Ipyin]^ our Neighbour, as ourfelves, and 

makes 
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makes the Wifli, that all Men might be 
faved, no lefs than a Rebellion againft God. 
— It is a Love^ with which, the curfed 
Hater of all Men, would willingly unite 
and take Comfort ; for could he know from 
St. Paul, that Millions, and Millions of Man-^ 
kind, are created and doomed to be his 
eternal Slaves, he might be as content with 
this Dodlrine, as fome good Preachers are, 
and ceafe going about, as a roaring LioUj 
feeking whom be may devour-, as knowing, 
that his Kingdom, was fo fufEciently pro- 
vided for, without any Labours of his own. 

Oh, the Sweetncfs of God's EleSiion, crys 
out the ravifhed Preacher ! Oh, the Sweet- 
nefs of God's Reprobation ! might the hel- 
lifh Satan well fay, could he believe that 
God had made him a free Gift of fuch 
Myriads, and Myriads of Men, of all Nati- 
ons, Tongues and Languages, from the Be- 
ginning to the End of the World, and re^ 
ferved fo fmall a Number for himfelf. 
This is the blefled Fruit of the imputation 
DocSrine. 

What a Complaint, and Condemnation is 
there made in Scripture, of thofe who fa- 
crificed their Sons and Daughters unto De- 
vils ? And yet, this Reprobation Dod:rine, re- 
prpfcpts God, as facrificing Myriads of his 
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own Creatures, made in his own Image, 
to an everlafting Hell. 

There is not an Abfurdity of heathenifli 
Faith and Religion, but what is lefs (hocking 
than this Dodtrine, and yet fo blindly are 
fome zealous Dodlors of the Go/pel bigotted 
to it, as to fet it forth, as the glorious 
Manifeftation of the ftipreme Sovereignty of 
God. , 

My Friend, let any old Wopian preach 
to you, rather than thefe Dodlors, 

But to end in one Word, Chrift's righte- 
oufnefs is ours, in our Redemption, juft in 
the fame manner, as it was Adam\ in his 
firft Holy Birth. For Adam had then no 
Righteoufnefs in him, but that which was 
created in Chrift Jefus. And that is the one 
only Reafon, why there could be no other 
Redeemer but Chrift, becaufe the Lofs of 
Chrift, was that Death which Adam died 
by his Fall ; and therefore no Poflibility of 
coming out of his fallen State, but in, and 
by a Birth of Chrift's righteous Nature^ ef^ 
fentially born and living in him, as it was. 
living in him before he fell. 

Little Children J faith St. John^ let no Man 
deceive you ; [N. B.] He that doth Righteouf^ 
pefsy is righteous^ [N. B.] even as he is righ- 
teous. Therefore to expedy or truft to be 
made righteous, by the Righteoufnefs of 
^ ano* 
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another, only outwardly imputed to us, is, 
according to the Apoftle, deceiving our^ 
fehes* 

Either Man, by the Mediation of Chrift, 
i» united again with God, or he is not ; if 
he is not, then he has no more of the ^z- 
vine Life in him, after his Redemption, 
than he had before he was redeemed. But 
if he is again united with God, as he was 
at his Creation, then his Redemption muft 
wholly confift in the Birth of a divine Na- 
ture and Spirit, effentially brought to Life 
in him. — That which is Spirit in Man, muft 
be godlike, before it can unite with that 
Spirit, which is God. And was there not 
a divine Spirit in Man, truly born of, and 
proceeding from the Spirit of God, as his 
real Offspring, no Union of Will, Love, or 
Deiire, could be between God and Man. 
For this is a Truth, that extends itfelf 
through all that is natural, or fupcrnatural, 
that Like can only unite with Like. There is 
ifio Separation between Things, but that 
which is effefted by Contrariety. If there- 
fore nothing in Man was a Partaker of the 
divine Nature, Man muft in his whole Na- 
ture, be for ever feparated from God, and 
ftand in the fame Imppffibility of being 
united with him, that two the moft .con- 
trary Things, do to one another.— ^So furc 

therefore 
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therefore, as the Mediation of Chrift, is by 
himfelf declared to be for this End, nnz. 
that they all may be tme^ as tbouy Father ^ art 
in me^ and 1 in Tbee, that they alfo may he 
one in u^\ I in them^ and thou inme^ that 
they may he made perfeSt in one 5 fo fure is it, 
that an outwardly imputed Chrift, is as ab- 
furd in itfelf, and as contrary to Scripture, 
as an outwardly imputed God. 

Farewell. 
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In Answer to a Sckufls. 

3*"3M^'^HAT you may have a foil An-^ 
^ rji )^ fwer to your Scruple, concern- 
${ Y^ ing thefe Words, the Pdlfy of 
hL^m^ji Debtor and Creditor, in the fe- 
cond Part of the Spirit of Lme, I will fet 
forth the Doftrine from whence it is taken. 

^ Great Part of that Book, is to clear up, 

and aflert the true Scripture Doftrine of the 

Nature, Nece(jity\ and Merit of our Lord's 

*^ufferings and Death, as tii Attonementy and 

Satis^ 
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Satisfa6lion before God, in the Work of 
our Redemption. — No Point of Chriflianity 
has been more miftaken, in our common 
Syftems of Goipel Doctrine, or given greater 
Offence than thisy and yet nothing clearer, 
or more reafonably to be believed, when it 
ilands in its own fcriptural Manifeflation. 

Now the right Ground of underftanding 
the true Meaning of every different Expreff- 
ion, relating to Chrift, as our Saviour, or Sal- 
vation, lies in thefe two Things : i. What 
Chrift is in himfelf. 2. What he does, or 
intends to do for us. 

The Scripture faith, God was manifejled 
in the Flejh ; this defcribes his whole Na- 
ture, what he was in himfelf, viz. the 
Deity become Man. What he is, and does 
in us, to us, and for us, is expreffed in the 
following Words, He was manifejled to de^ 
Jiroy the Works of the Devil ; and again, as 
in Adam all die^ fo in Chrijly Jhall all be made 
alive. 

Now according to this Ground, every 
Expreflion concerning our Saviour, is to 
have its true infallible Meaning fixed. Every 
thing that is faid of his Birth ^ his Life^ his 
Sufferings^ his Deaths his RefurreSlion and 
Afcenfton^ are all of them, both with re- 
fpedt to God, and ourfelves, of one and the 
fame Efficacy, full of one and the fame Me^, 

rit 
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rity and all for one and the fame Endy viz. 
to deftroy in Man the Works of the Devil, 
and to make all that died in Adanty to be tf- 
li'we again in Chriji. 

Suppofe now, any one of thefe to be 
wanting, and the fame will follow from 
it, as if they were all wanting. Had his 
Birth been otherwife than it was, not God 
as well as Man, He could have made no 
Beginning of a divine Life in us. Had not 
his Life been without Sin^ his Death upon the 
Crofs Could have done us no Good, nor 
could he have been the one Mediator be- 
tween God and finful Man. Had his Suf-^ 
ferings been lefs than they were, had thei e 
been any Evil, Trial, or Temptation, which 
had not attacked him, through the whole 
Courfe of his Life, with all its Force, he 
could not have been faid, to have over-- 
come them. So fure therefore as Chrift, as 
a Son of Man was to overcome all that the 
World, the Flefh, and the Devil, could do 
to fallen Man; fo fure is it, that all the 
Evils, which they could poffibly bring upon 
fallen Man, were to be felty and fuffered 
by him, as abfolutely neceffary in the Na- 
ture of the Thing, to prove his vidorious 
Superiority over them. Had he not given 
up his Body to an ignominious Death, in 
all the Horrors of a Soul^ that had loji its 

God: 
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God: He could not have fufFercdT&z/ in, 
and for Man, which every Man muft hare 
fufFered, who had died in his fallen State. 
— But Chrift dying, and ikcrificing him- 
felf, as he did, in and through tjiat hor- 
rible Death, which was fallen Man's Gate 
to eternal Mifery, and conquering th/.v State 
of Man, as he had every evil Pov/er of 
the World, the Flefli, and the Dcvii, then 
it was, that he could fay to thofe, who 
were all their Life in Fear of tkis Death, 
be of good Comfort, I have overcome thk 
Death, and that upon the fame Grounda 
as he laid to his Followers, under a Scnfc 
of worldly Tribulations, ie of good Comfort^ 
I horde overcome the fForlJ. And thus 
Deaths had no other Nature y with refpc 
to us, than every other Part of his Pro— 
cefs, that was antecedent to it, only as i 
was the laft, and greateft, and finijhin^_ 
Part of that redeeming JVorky which wasa 
begun by his divine Birthy and carried on^ 
in, and through his finlefs, perfed: Life— 
And as I faid, that the Death of Man un — 
redeemedy was his Gate into an eternal Se — 
peration froni God, fo Chrift's Entrance in- 
to this Gate of Damnationy and pouring 
out his Blood, thus forlaken of God, had 
a Suffering in it, that Thoughts can no 
more conceive, than Words exprefs- 

Hence 
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Hence it is, by way of Eminence, juftly 
iaid, to be the higheft Price, that he paid 
for us ', and that by his Blood it is that we 
are wafhed, and redeemed, not only becaufe 
of itsGreatnefs in itfelf, but becaufe it fi- 
nifhed, ztid for ever completed the whole 
redeeming Work, which he had to do for 
us in the Flefh. — Hence it was, that through 
the Old Teftament, this Sacrifice of his 
Death, is the great Thing moftly pointed at 
in all its Sacrifices, Types, and Figures ; 
hence alfo is all the Boaft of it in the Gof- 
pel. Well therefore may the Church, 
through all Ages, have afcribed fo much to 
the Merit of his Blood flied for us ; well 
may it have been celebrated, as the one great 
Price, by which we are ranfomed from the 
Power of Death ^nd Hell ; becaufe, though 
all that he was, and did, antecedently to it, 
was equally necejfary to our Salvation, yet all 
had been without any eflfed:, unlefs by his 
fo dying, this damnable Death had been 
[wallowed up in ViSlory. 

In fhort, had not Chrift been real God, 
as well as real Man, he could have made no 
Beginning in the Work of our Salvation, 
and had he not ended his Life in fuch a 
Sacrifice, as he did, he could never have 
faid, it is finiJhed.—H^ therefore, who de- 
nieth the Truth, the Certainty, and abfo- 
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lute Neccffity of thefe two eflential Points, 
is in the Abomination of Socinianifm^ and is 
that very Liar and Antichriji defcribed by 
St. John in his firft Epiftle. 
. Again, though Chrift's Death was thus 
abfolutely neceflary in the very Nature of 
the Thing, thus great in its Merits and Ef- 
fects, yet unlefshis RefurreStion had followed, 
we had been yet in our Sins, nor could he, 
till rifen from the Grave, have purchafed a 
Refurredlion for us. Lajily^ had he not 
ajcended into Heaven, he could not have had 
the Power of drawingy as he faid, all Men 
to himfelf. — Every Part, therefore of our 
Saviour's Character, or Procefs, has its full 
and equal Share in all that, which is faid of 
him, as our Peact with God, our Right eouf-- 
nefs^ our Juftijicationy our Ranfom^ our At^ 
tonementj our SatisfaBion^ our Life and 
new Birth ; for all thefe different Expref- 
fions, have no DiiFerence in Doftrine, but 
whether feperately, or jointly taken, fignify 
nothing elfe, but this one Thing, that he 
was the true and full Dejlroyer of all the 
Works of the Devil in Man, and the true 
Raifer of a divine Life^ in all that died in 
Adam, 

And here, Sir, you are well to obferve, 
that all that Chrift was, did, fuffered, and 
.obtained, was purely and folely on the Ac*- 

count. 



LETTER IV. 67 

rount, and for the fake of altering^ or re- 
moving that which was wrong, evil, and 
miferable in Man, or in Scripture Words, 
God was in Chrijl Jefus^ reconciling the World 
to himfelf, that is, taking away from Man 
every Property, or Power of Evil, that kept 
him in a State of Separation from God. 
Thus it was, and to this End, that God was 
in Chrifl Jefus in his whole Procefs. 

Unreafonably therefore have our fcholaf- * 
tic Syftems of the Gofpel, feparated the 
Sacrifice of Chrift's . Death, from the other 
Parts of his Procefs, and. confidered it as 
fbmething chiefly done with regard to God, 
to alter, or attone an infinite Wrath, that 
was raifed in God againft fallen Man, which 
Infinity of juft Vengeance, or vindictive 
Juftice, muft have devoured the Sinner, un- 
lefs an infinite Saitisfadtion had been made 
to if, by the Death of Chrift. 

All this, is in the grofleft Ignorance of 
God, of the Reafon and Ground, and Ef- 
fects of Chrift's Death, and in full Con- 
tradiction to the exprefs Letter of Scripture. 
For there we are told, that God is Love, and 
that the Infinity of his Love was that alone, 
which fhewed itfelf towards fallen Man, 
and wanted to have SatisfaSlion done to it; 
which Love-defire could not be fulfilled^ 
could not be fatisjied with any thing lefs 
than Man's full Deliverance from all the 
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Evil of his fallen State. That Love, which 
has the Infinity of God, nay, which is 
God himfelf, was fo immutably great to- 
wards Man, though fallen from him, that 
he /pared not his only begotten Son ; and why 
did He not fpare him ? It was becaufe no- 
thing but the incarnate Life of his eternal 
Son, paffing through all the miferable States 
of loft Man, could regenerate his firft divine 
Life in him. Can you poffibly be told this, 
in ftronger Words than thefe, God Jo loved the 
Worlds that he gave his only begotten Son 3 how- 
did He give him ? Why, in his whole Procefs, 
And to what end did He give him ? Why, 
that all who believe in him^ might not perijhy 
but have everlajling Life. — Away then with 
the fuperftitious Dream, of an infinite Wrath 
in God towards poor fallen Man, which 
could never ceafe, till an infinite SatisfaBion 
was made to it. All Scripture denies it, 
and the Light of Nature abhors it.— The 
Birthy the Life^ the Death of Chrift, though 
fo different Things, have but one and the 
fame Operation, and that Operation is Iblely 
in Man^ to drive all Evil out of his fallen 
Nature, and delight the Heart of God, that 
defires his Salvation.— God is Love, and has 
no other Will towards Man, but the Will 
of Love. That Love, which from itfeif 
began the Creation of an holy Adarn^ from 
itfeif began the Redemption of a fallen 

Adam. 
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Adam. — ^The Death of Chrift was a Sacri- 
fice from the Love of God the Son towards 
Man, to overcome thereby that damnable 
Death, which, otherwife, every Son of A- 
dam muft have died j it was a Sacrifice of- 
fered to the fame Love, in God the Father ; 
a Sacrifice, equally loved and defired by both 
of them, becaufe, in the Nature of the 
Things as abfolutely neceffary to alter and 
overcome that Evil, which belonged to 
Man's &tate of Deaths as the Incarnation 
of the Word, was abfolutely neceffary in 
the Nature of the Thing, to make Man to 
be alive again in God. 

This is the one only true, and full Con- 
futation of Sociniani/m. 

But to have Recourfe to a fuppofed Wrath^ 
or vindiSiive "Juftice^ in a God incenfed to- 
wards fallen Man, in order to confute the 
So'ciniany who denies the Neceffity, and Ef- 
fedis of Chrift's Death, is only oppofing one 
great Falfity with another. — For Wrath has 
no more Place in God, than Love has in the 
Devil. Wrath began with Devils, Hell, 
and fallep Natur^ and can have no poffible 
Exiftence any where, or in any Thing, but 
where Devils, Hell, and fallen Nature, have 
their Power of working. 

Do not, my Friend, be here io furious, 
as t o fay, that if it was ftridtly true, that 
there was no Wrath in Gody you would burn 
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your Bible : For if it was not ftriftly true, 
you would never have had a Bible to burn ; 
nor any more Meffages from Heaven about 
Man's Salvation, than from Hell. — For if 
you will have Wrath in the moft high God, 
you can have no other, or better a God, 
than that which the atheiftical Spinoza in- 
vented. 

For if Wrath is in the Supreme God, 
then Nature is in God, and if fo, then God 
is Nature, and nothing elfe j for Nature can- 
not be above itfelf. Therefore if Nature 
is in the moft high God, then the loweft 
. Working of Nature, is the true Supreme 
God. — ^And fo inftead of 2, fuper natural God, 
who created Heaven and Earth, Heaven and 
Earth, and all Things elfe, are the only God. 
This is the atheiftical Abfurdity, that ne- 
ceflarily follows from the fuppofing a Wrath 
in God s for Wrath can no more be any 
where, but in Nature^ than Storms and 
^empejis can be, where there is nothing that 
moves. 

Let me here, Sir, obferve to you the bare- 
faced Calumny, that Dr. Warburton has 
ye.ntu;-ed to caft upon me, in charging my 
Writings with Spinozijm^ though all diat I 
have wrote for thefe laft twenty Years, has 
been fuch a full Confutation of it, as is not 
to be found in any Book, that has been purr 
pofely WfQtc againft it. Jiad I only proved, 
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as I have done, by a Variety of Proofs, that 
Wrath cannot poffibly be in the true God, I 
had fufficiently confuted Spinozifm ; for if not 
Wrath, then nothing of Nature is in God. 
But I have gone much farther, and have, in 
my Appeal^ the Book of Regeneration^ the 
Spirit of Prayer^ the Spirit of Love, and 
and the Way to Divine Knowledge, opened 
the true Ground of the unchangeable Dit- 
tindtion between God and Nature, making 
all Nature, whether temporal or eternal, its 
own Proof, that it is not, cannot be God, 
but purely and Iblely the Want of God, 
and can be nothing elle in itfelf but a reft- 
lefs, painful Want, till a fupernatural God 
manifefts himfelf in it* — ^This is a Doftrine, 
which the Learned of all Ages have known 
nothing of ^ not a Book antient or modern 
in all our Libraries, has fo much as at- 
tempted to open the Ground of Nature, to 
fhcw its Birth and State^ and its effential 
unalterable Diftindion from the one abyfjal, 
fupernatural God ; and how all the Glories, 
Powers, and Perfeftions of the hidden^ un- 
approachable God, have their wonderful 
Maniftftation in Nature and Creature. This 
is a Bleffing referved by God for thefe laft 
Times, to be opened in his chofen Inftru- 
ment, the poor, illiterate Behmen. And 
this I will venture to fay, that He who will 
declare War againft him, has no Choice of 
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any other Weapons, but Raillery and Re^ 
preach. To call the blefled Man, a pojfejj'ei 
Cobleri will be doing fomething ; to call his 
Writings, finfelefs "Jargon^ may ftand his 
learned Adverfary in great ftead ; but if he 
tries to overcome him any other Way, his 
Succefs will be like his, who knocks his Head 
againft a Poft. — But no more of this here. 

And now. Sir, what fhall I fay of my 
learned, accufing Dodlor ? Why only this, 
that if he knows how to forgive himfelf, 
then there will be pne Thing at leaft, in 
which we are both of us like-minded. 

A Word or two now to yourfelf and 
Friends, who are fo loath to own a God 
who is all Love : Let me tell you, if you 
will have Wrath in the Supreme God, you 
muft have a God, in whom is Selfifhnefs, 
Envy, and Pride, with all the Properties of 
fallen Nature. For as it is impoffible for 
one of thefe to be without the other in the 
Creature, fo if any one of them was in 
God, all the other muft be there. They are 
the four effential Elements of Hell, or fallen 
Nature, which mutually beget, and are be- 
gotten of one another \ where one is, there 
are all of them, and where all are not, there 
cannot be one of them. Every Pride con- 
lifts of three Things, Selfiflmefs, Envy, 
and Wrath. And fo of every one of them, 
|ake whijch you will, it confifts of the other 

three^ 
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three, fo that to feparate them, is to feparate 
a Thing from itfelf. 

Divine Love is juft as contrary to them, 
as God is to the Devil; and where Love 
is not, there God is not, and where the 
"Work is not wholly the Working of Love, 
it is no Work of God, but xho, jelfijh^ wraths 
Jul^ prcud envious Working of the diabo- 
lical Nature, fallen from its iirft blefled 
Subjection to, and Union with the juper^ 
natural God of Love. 

To talk (as fome do) of a good Wrath 
in God, which is only fo called, becaufe 
it has a Likenefs to, and Produces like Ef- 
. feSls to thofe that come from Wrath in 
the Creature, is but calling that a good 
Wrath, which is like a bad Wrath, and 
is no better, no wifer, than to talk of a 
good Envy, a good Pride in God, which 
are only fo called, becaufe they have a 
Likenefs to that, which is a had Pride, and 
a bad Envy in the Creature. Can any 
Thing be more profanely abfurd than this ? 
Which yet is the beft that can be faid 
by thofe, who will have it the Ghry of 
God, to be wrathful, who think dl is 
loft, that the gofpel Salvation is blaf- 
phemed, if the fame Love that created 
Man in Glory, fhould be his only Re- 
(i^mer, when he had fallen from it. Not 
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confidering, that Salvation could never have 
come into the World, but becaufe, all that 
Good and Bleffing, which Love can be, 
and do to the Creature, muft be done, 
and doing for ever and ever, by that firft 
creating God, whofe Name and Nature, 
whofe Will and Working, is Love, the 
fame Yefterday, to Day, and for ever. 

And now. Sir, need I fay much more, 
to remove your Scruple about the follow- 
ing PaiTage in the Spirit of Love, ^^ No 
" Wrath in God, no fiftitious Atonement, 
" no Folly of Debtor and Creditor, no 
^* Suffering for Suffering s fake, but a Chrifl 
" fuffering and dying, ^s his Jame Fi^fory 
" over Death and Hell, as when he rofc 
^« from the Dead and afcended into Hea- 
f< ven*." 

I faid Folly of Debtor and Creditor, becaufe 
Chrift's overcoming Man's damnable Deaths 
by his victorious Paffage through it, has 
nothing in it that has any Likenefs to the 
Tranfaftion of a Debtor paying his Cre-r 
ditor^ nothing was done in it by way of 
Payment of a Pebt, any more than Chrif^ 
paid a Debt for LazaruSy when he raifed 
him from the Dead, or paid a Debt for- 
the Man born Blind, whom he helped to 
feeing Eyes. For the Good that is done 
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)is by the Death oF Chrift, is a Good 
that relates folely to ourfelves. Nothing 
in it, is given to, or received but by- our- 
felves 5 it overcomes, and fav.es us from 
our own EviJ of Death, juft as that^ vsrhich 
Chrift did to Lazarus, and the bfind Man^ 
overcame the Death that was in the onc^ 
and the Darknefs that v^as in the other* 

You appeal to a Parable of our Lord's, 
vs^hich has no more. Relation to the Na^ 
ture,2Lnd Efficacy of Chrift's Death, than the 
Parable of the Tares of the Field. St. Peter 
faith y how oft fhall my Brother fin againfi me^ 
and 1 forgive him^ till feven Times ? Chrift 
anfwereth, not untill feven Times ^ but untill 
feventy Times feven. And then he fets forth 
this Dodtrine of ^continual Forgivenefs in 
the foUovving Parable. 

The Kingdom of God is likened to a certain 
King, who iibould take Account of his Ser^ 
vantSy &c. Read the whole Parable, and 
you will be forced to fee, that nothing 
clfe is intended to be taught by it, but 
that one Conclufionj which Chrift draws 
from it : So likewife fhall my heavenly Father 
do unto you J if ye from your Hearts, forgive 
not every one his Brother their Trefpafjes. All 
that the Parable faith, is neither more nor 
lefs, than is faid in thefe other Words, 
^e ye Merciful^ as your Father which is in 

Heavm 
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Heaven is merciful: Again ^ the Doctrine 
of this Parable, quite overthrows that^ 
which fyftematic Dodtors, intend by Debtor 
and Creditor ; for their Dodlrine is, that the 
injured ' Authority of God mujl have full 
SatisfaSlion made to it, and thence it is, 
that they ground the Neceffitv of fo great 
a Payment, as Chrift made to it. Whereas 
this Parable of the Kingdom of God, fets 
forth a King, [N. B.] frankly forgiving^ 
and not requiring any Payment at all, ei-, 
ther from the Debtor himfelf, or from 
any one elfe for him. — Can there there- 
fore be a greater Folly, than to appeal to 
this, and the like Scriptures, to make God 
a Creditor^ whofe vindidive Wrath againft 
his Debtor^ will not be appeafed, till Jull 
Payment is made to it ? And what a blind 
Perfifting is it in the fame Folly, to urge 
the Petition in the Lord's Prayer, forgive 
us our DebtSy as ive forgive our Debtors^ as 
another Proof, that God is that Creditor, 
who will be fully paid the Debts, that 
are due to him? For furely, if God re- 
quires us to expedt, and pray for the For^ 
^ivenefs of our Debts^ it is badly concluded 
from thence, that therefore full Payment 
of them, muft be made. — ^The Truth is, 
this Petition teaches the , fame frank For- 
pvenefsy as the foregoing Parable, and is 

Utterly 
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utterly inconfiftent with the Dodlrine of 
an infinite SatisfaSiiqny neceffary to be nude s 
For if fo, then the Petition ought to have 
been thus, forgive us our DebtSy as we for-* 
give our Debtors^ [N. B.] when full Pay-- 
ment is tnade, either by themfelves, or by 
ibme one elfe for them. 

In a Word, a vindictive Wrath in God, 
that will not forgive, till a Satisfadion 
equal to the Offence, is made to it, fets 
the Goodnefs of God in a lower State, 
than that which has been found in Thou- 
fands of Mankind. The Truth of the 
Matter, is this, the Divinity of Chrift, and 
his whole Procefs through Life and Death, 
was abfolutely neceffary in the Nature of the 
TChingy to raife Man out of the Death of 
Sin, into a heavenly Birth of Life. And 
the Neceffity of all this, is grounded upon 
the Certainty of Man s Fall, from a di- 
vine, into a beaftial Life of this World* 
The focinian Blafphemy confifts in the 
Denial of thefe Points, the Deity of Chrift, 
and the Fall of Man, and the Neceffity of 

Chrift's Death. Our fcholaftic Doftors, 

own the Fall of Man, but know, or own 
Nothing of the true Nature and Depth 
of it. They own the Truth of Chrift's 
Divinity, and the Neceffity of his Suffer* 
ings ; they plead for the Certainty of thefe 
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Things from fcripture Words, but fee not 
into the Ground of them, or in what, the 
abfolute Necejjity of them confifts. — Hence 
it is, that when oppofed hy focinian Rea- 
foning, they are at a Lofs how to fup- 
port thefe great Truths, and are ^ forced 
to humanize the Matter, and to fuppofe fuch 
a vindiSiive Wrath in God, as ufually breaks 
forth in great Princes, when a Revolt is 
made, againft their fovcreign Authority. 
What a paltry Logic, to fay, God is 
Righteoufnefs and "Jufiice^ as well as JLove^ 
and therefore his Love cannot help, or 
forgive the Sinner, till his Juftice, or righ- 
teous Wrath has Satisfaftion ? — Every Word 
here, is in full Ignorance of the Things 
^oken of. For what is Love in God, but 
his Will to all Goodnefs ? What is Righ- 
teoufnefs in God, but his unchangeable Love 
of his own GoodnefSy his ImpoJJibility of lo- 
ving any thing elfe but it, his Impoflibi- 
Kty of fuffering any thing that is Un- 
righteous, to have any Communion with 
him ? What is God's forgiving finful Man ? 
It is nothing clfe in its whole Nature, but 
God's making him Righteous again. There 
is no other Forgivenefs of Sin, but being 
made free fr6m it. Therefore the com- 
paffionate Lovo of God, that forgives Sin, 
is no other, than God's Love of his own 
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Right eoufnefsy for the Sake of which, and 
through the Love of which^ he makes 
Man righteous again. This is the one 
Righteoufnefs of God, that is rigorvuSy that 
makes no Abatements ^ that muft be Jhtisfiedy 
muft be fulfilled iii every Creature that is 
to have Communion with him. And this 
Righteoufnefs that is thus rigorous y is no- 
thing elfe but the unalterable Purity arid 
Perfedtion of the divine Love, which from 
Eternity to Eternity can love nothing but 
its own Righteoufnefs, can will nothing 
but its own Goodnefs, and thereifbre can 
will nothing towards fallen Man, but the 
Return of his loft Goodnefs, by a new 
Birth of the divine Life in him, which 
is the true Forgivenefs of Sins. — ^For what 
is the finful State of Man ? It is nothing 
elfe, but the Lofs of that divine Nature, 
which cannot commit Sin 3 therefore the 
forgiving Man's Sin, is in the Truth and 
Reality of it, nothing elfe, but the Revi- 
' val of that Nature in Man, which being 
born of Godjinneth not. Lajily] Let me aik 
thefe Dividers of the divine Nature^ what 
different Shares, or different Work, had 
the Righteoufnefs y and the Love of God in 
the Creation of Man ? Was there then 
fomething done by the Love of God, which 
ought not to be afcribed to the Righte- 
oufnefs 
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ouihefs of God ? Who can be fo weak,_ 
as to fay this ? But if the Love and th^r 
Righteoufnefs of God, is one, as God is one," 
and had but one Work in the Creation o:^ 
Man, it muft be the higheft Abfurdity, to 
fay, that in the Redemption of Man, the - 
liOve, and the^ Righteoufnefs of God, muftzz 
liave^ not only different, but contrary Works, 
that the Love of God cannot adt, till th 
Righteoufiiefs of God, as fomething differ en 
from it^ is firfi fatisfied. 

Ail that, which we call the Attributes o 
God, are only fo many human Ways of our' 
conceiving that abyjfal All, which can nei- 
ther be ipoken, nor conceived by us. And 
this Way of thinking, and Ipeaking of God, 
is fuitable to our Capacities, has its good 
Ufc, and helps to exprefs our Adoration of 
him, and his Perfe<3:ions. But to conclude, 
and contend, that there muft therefore be 
different ^alities in God, anfwerable, or 
according to our different Ways of think- 
ing, and fpeaking of his Perfections, is ra- 
ther blafphemingj than truly glorifying his 
Name, and Nature. For omnipotent Love^ 
inconceivable Goadnefsy is that Unity of God, 
which we can neither conceive, as it is in it 
felf, nor divide into this, or that. — The Im- 
portance of the Subjedl I have been upon, 
Jias led me farther than I intended. But for 

the 
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lie full Illuftration of it, I refer you to the 
ccond Part of the Spirit of Love. And 
) committing you to a God, who has no 
Vill towards you, but in, and through the 
life, and Death, the Spirit and Power of 
ie Holy Jefus, to deliver you from all your 
atural Evil, and make you his beloved Son, 
1 whom, he can be well pleafed to all E- 
crnity, I bid you farewell. 

July i%\ 1757. 
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To a Clergyman in the North of England. 

My dear Brother ^ 

*^*^'^ I V E as you now do, in fuch 
# L *# Activity of Spirit, and multiplied 
^ 39^ Ways of being good, and though 
ML^^^jrf you was to live half an hundred 
STears longer, you would ftick in the fame 
Mire, and end your Life in the fame Com- 
plaints, as filled your laft Letter to me. — 
STou tell me, that after all the great Change 
jrou have made in your Life^ you find no- 
ihing of that inward Good atid Satisfadlion, 
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which you have fo much expefted, an 
more efpecially lince you have been a Reader" 
of the Books, recommended by me. 

But, Sir, you quite miftake the Matter^ 
you have not changed your Life ; for thatr 
which is, and only can truly be called your- 
Life^ is in the fame State it vvas when E 

iirft knew you. Nothing is your Life^ 

whether it be good or bad, but That which. 
WILLS and hungers in you ; and your owm 
Life neither is, nor can be any thing elfe 
but ihis.— Therefore nothing reaches youF 
Life, or can make a real Change in it, 
from bad to good, from Falfenefs to Truth, 
but the right Will and the right Hunger. 
— Pradtife as many Rules as you will, take 
up this or that new Opinion, be daily read- 
ing better and better Books, follow this or 
that able Man, the Bread of Life is not 
there. — Nothing will be fed in you, but the 
Vanity and felf-conceited Righteoufnefs of 
your own old Man. And thus it muft be 
with you, till all that is within you is be- 
come one WilU and one Hunger after that 
which Angels eat in Heaven. 

But now, if Will and Hunger are the 
whole of every natural Life, then you 
may know this great Truth with the ut- 
moil Certainty, namely, that Eating is the 
one Prefervation of every Life, from the 

highefl 
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-3higheft Angel in Heaven, to the loweft 

Jiving Creature on Earth. — That which 

^he Life eats not, that the Life has not.— 

X^ow every thing that lives on Earth, is 

£1 Birth or Produ<3^ion of the aftral, cle- 

«pientary Fire, Light, and Spirit, to which 

"Water is always eflential, and it continues 

in Life, taftes and enjoys the Good of its 

Xife, no longer than thefe Powers and 

"Virtues of the Stars and Elements are ef* 

intiaJly and continually eaten hy it. 

It is juft fo with the immortal, heavenly 
Life of the Soul, it is a Birth of thofe 
fame Powers, in their higheft Glory, in 
the inviJUk WorU\ a World, where the 
Triune Deity of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
brings forth a triune glorious Habitation for 
itfelf^ of Fire, Light, and Spirit, opening an 
Infinity of Wonders, Births, and Beauties' 
in a chryftal tranfparent Sea, called the 
Kingdom bf Heaven. 

Out of thefe Powers, or put of this King- 
dom of Heaven, are the Births of all holy, 
angelic Creatures \ nothing lives or iilovefl 
in them, but that Fire, Light, and Spirit, 
which conies as a Birth from Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft 3 and nothing feeds, keeps 
up, and exalts this heavenly Fire, Light, 
and Spirit, but the hidden, inconceivable^ 
fupernatural Trinity, which is before, and 
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deeper than all Nature, and can only mant — 
feft itfelf, and communicate its Goodnefs^ 
by fuch an outward Birth of its own ui\ap— 
proachable Glory. — And here you may find 
a glorious Meaning of thofe Words of oar 
Lond, faying, my Kingdom is not of this Worlds 
becaufe it is a Kingdom of thofe heavenly^ 
Powers of the Triune God, which give Food: 
and NouriQiment, Purity and Perfection to 
the Fire, Light, and Spirit of thofe divine 
Creatures, which are to be holy as he is ho- 
ly, perfed: as he is perfeft, in his own hea- 
venly Kingdom. 

Here therefore, in this fpiritual Eating of 
that fame inroifible Food, which gives Life, 
and Perfedlion of Life to all the Angels of 
God, and not in any human Contrivances, or 
Adivity of your own, are you to place your 
all, as to the Change of your Life j it all 
confifts in the right Hunger y and the right 
Foody and in nothing elfe. 

The Fall of Adam^ and the Origin of all 
Sin and Mifery, began in his Luft and Hun- 
ger after the Knowledge of Good and Evil 
m the Kingdom of this World. By this, 
he left, and loft the Food which Heaven gives, 
—He died to all the Influences and Enjoy- 
ments of his firft Fire, Light, and Spirit, 
which was his vital Union with God, in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. — All the Evil that 

was 
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^Was hid in this earthly Creation, and its nu- 
«ierous Creatures, opened, and difFufed it- 
ielf with all the Povver of a poilbnous Food, 
through his whole Soul and Body. — But in 
all this, nothing more came upon him, or was 
done to him, than that which his own Hun- 
'gcr had eaten. — Here you have the fulleft 
Demonftratidn, how every Change in the 
Life of Man is, and only can be made, 
namely, by hungering^ and eating. — Adam 
had not fallen, had known no Death, or 
Extindlion of that heavenly Fire, Light, and 
Spirit, which was his firft Birth in God, but 
bccaufe he hungered after the State of the 
animal Life in this World, which has no 
other Fire, Light, and Spirit in it, but that 
which gives a tranfitory Life, of diverfc, con- 
trary Lufts and Appetites, to all the Beafts, 
Birds, and Infcds. 

This is the Doftrine of the Old Tefta- 
ment, concerning the Power of Hunger and 
Eating in the firft Adam. — On the other 
hand, in conformity to this, and in full 
-Propf of the. Truth of it, that it muft 
have been fo 3 the fecond Adam^ the Lord 
from Heaven, in the New Teftament, has 
declared, that Hunger and Eating is that 
alone, which can help fallen Man to that 
firft heavenly Fire, Light, and Spirit, with 
the J^ritual Flefli and Blood that b'elonged 
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to it ; faying again and again, in a Variety 
of the ftrongeft Expreffions, this great 
Truth, That except a Man eat his Flefli, and 
drink his. Blood, he hath no Life in him, 
that is, no Life of that celeftial Body and 
Blood, which Adam loft, and which alone 
can live in the Fire, Light, and Spirit of 
Heaven. 

Every Spirit that is creaturely, and*every 
Defire of the Spirit, has always fomething 
bodily, as its own Birth. No fpiritual Crea- 
ture can begin to be, but by beginning to be 
bodily. — ^For creaturely Exiftence, and bodily 
Exiftence, is the ftme Thing j the Spirit is not, 
cannot be in the Form of a Creature, till it 
has its Body; and its Body is the Manifef- 
tation of Spirit, both to itfelf, and other 
Beings. 

Live in the Love, the Patience, the Meek- 
nefs, and Humility of Chrift, and then the 
celeftial, tranfparent, fpiritualBody of Chrift's 
Flefh and Blood, is continually forming it- 
felf, and growing in and from, and about 
your Soul, till it comes to the fuUnefs of 
the Stature in Chrift Jefus ; and this is your 
true, fubftantial, vital eating the Flefli, and 
drinking the Blood of Chrift, which will 
afterwards become your Body of Glory to 
all Eternity .—And though your aftral Reafon, 
and outward Scnfes, wbilft you are in A^ 
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datn\ bodily Flefli, know nothing of this 
inward Body of Chrift, yet there it is, 
as furely as you have the Love, the Pa- 

^ tience, theMeeknefs, and Humility of Chriftj 
for where the true Spirit of Chrift is, there 
is his true fpiritual Body. 

On the other hand, live to Selfifhnefs, to 
diabolical Pride, Wrath, Envy, and Co- 
vetoufnefs, and then nothingcan hinder thefe* 
Tempers, from forming within you fuch a 
fpiritual Body to your Soul, as that which 
Devils have, and dwell, and work in. 

Be as unwilling as you will*, through 
learned Wifdom, or Fear of Enthufiafm, 

, to believe this, your Unbelief can laft no 
longer, than till Adarn^ Flefli and Blood 
leave you, and then, as fure as your Soul 
lives, you will, and muft have it living, either 
in the fpiritual Body of fallen Angels, or 
in the fpiritual Body of the redeeming Jefus. 
— Oh, Sir, triffle away no more Time ia 
Many Matters, your firft fpiritual Body muft 
come again. — ^Without it, you are the very' 
Man that came to the Marriage Feaft, not 
having on a Wedding Garment .--^Mq was bound 
Hands and Feet, and caft into utterDarknefs, 
that is, he was the chained Prifoner of his 
own dark,, hellifh, fpiritual Body, which 
bad been all his Life growing up in him, 
from that which his Soul had daily eaten, and 
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hungered after; and fo was become thofe 
very Chains of Darknefs, under which the 
fallen Angels are refcrved unto the Judg- 
ment of the great Day. 

Now there is no being faved, or preferved 
from this Body of Chains and Darknefs, but 
by the one Hunger and Thirft after Righite-: 
oufiiefs that is in Chrift Jefus, and by eat-r 
ing that, which begets heavenly fpiritual 
Flefli and Blood to the Soul. — The two 
Trees of Paradife, with their two Fruits, 
viz. of Death to the Eater of one, and Life 
to the Eater of the other, were infallible 
Signs, and full Proofs, that from the Begin- 
ning to the End of the World, Death and 
Life, Happinefs and Mifery, can proceed 
from nothing elfe, but that which the Lull 
and Hunger of the Soul chufeth for its Food. 
—Now fpiritual Eating is by the Mouth of 
Defire, and Defire is nothing elfe but Will, 
and Hunger, therefore that which you will, 
and hunger after, that you are continually 
eating, whether it be good, or bad, and that, 
be it which it will, forms the Strength of 
your Life, or which is the fame thing, forms 
the Body of your Soul. If you have many 
Wills, and many Hungers, all that you eat 
is only the Food of fo many fpiritual DijP- 
eafes, and burdens your Soul with a Com-: 
plicajion of inward Diftempers. — ^And un^ 
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dcr this Working of fo many Wills, it is, 
that religious People have no more Good, 
or Health and Strength from the true Re- 
ligion, than a Man who has a Complication 
of bodily Diftempers, has from the moft 
healthful Food. For no Will or Hunger, 
be it turned which way it will, or fcem 
ever fo fmall or triffling, is without its Ef- 
fe6t.- — For as we can have nothing but as 
our Will works, fo we muft have always 
fome EfFedt from it. — It cannot be infigntji^ 
cant J becaufe nothing is jignijicant^ but that 
which it does. 

Do not npw fay, that you have this 
one Willi and one Hunger^ and yet find not 
the Food of Life by it. — For as fiire as 
you are forced to complain, fo fure is it, 

that you have it not. -Not my Will^ but 

thine be done *y when this is the one Will of 
the Soul, all Complaints are over, then it 
is, that Patience drinks Water of Life out 
of every Cup 3 and to every Craving of the 
old Man, this one Hunger continually fays, 
I have Meat to eaty that ye know nothijig of. 

Thy Kingdom comey thy Will be done^ is the 
one Will, and one Hunger, that feeds the 
Soul with the. Life-giving Bread of Hea* 
ven. This Will is always fulfilled, it can- 
not pofiibly be fent ^mpty away, for God's 

Kingdom m«ft manifefl itfclf with all its 
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Riches in that Soul, which wills nothing 
clfc ', it never was, nor can be loft, but by 
the Will, that feeks fomething elfe. Hence 
you may know with the utmoft Certainty, 
that if you have no inward Peace, if reli- 
gious Comfort is ftill wanting, it is be-* 
caufe you have more Wills than one. For 
the Multiplicity of Wills, is the very Ef- 
fence of fallen Nature, and all its Evil, 
Mifery, and Seperation from God lies in it; 
and as foon as you return to, and allow 
only this one Will, you are returned to 
God, and muft find the Bleflednefs of his 
Kingdom within you. 

Give yourfelf up to ever fo many good 
Works, Read, Preach, Pray, vifit the Sick, 
t>uild Holpitals, cloath the Naked, (^c. yet 
if any thing goes along with thefe, or in 
the Doing of them you have any things 
clfe, that you will and hunger after, but 
that God's Kingdom may come, and bis Will 
be doncy they are not the Works of the 
New-born from above, and fo cannot be 

his life-giving Food. For the new Cre- 

ture iji Chrift, is that one Will, and one 
Hunger, that was in Chrift; and there-f 
fore where that is wanting, there is want- 
ing that new Creature, which alone can 
have his Converfation, which alone can 
daily eat and drink at God's Table, re^ 

ceiving 
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cciving in all that it does, continudal Life 
from every Wordy that proceedetk 9ut of the 
Mouth oj God. 

From what Word, and from what Mouth 
of God ? Why only from that hidden, fu- 
pcrnatural Power of the Triune Deity, which 
Jpeaks^ and breaths continual Nourifhment 
to that heavenly Fire, Light, and Spirit, in 
and from which, all that are about the 
Throne of God, have their itvward Joy a* 
bove all Thought, and their outward Glory^ 
that can only be figured, or hinted to us, 
by Pearls, Saphires, and Rainbow Beauties. 

It is from this Power of the Triune God, 
working in the Fire, Light, Spirit, and fpjri- 
tual Water, or Body of your new-born Crea- 
ture, that all the Good, and Comfort, and 
Joy of Religion, which you want, is to be 
found, and found by nothing, but the Re-- 
furredion of that divine, and heavenly Na- 
ture, which came forth in the firft Man. 

Do not take thefe to be too high flowa 
Words, for they are no higher, than the 
Truths for if that which is in you, is not 
as high as Heaven, you will never come 
there. — That heavenly Fire, Light, and Spi-t 
rit, which makes the angelic Life to be all 
Pivine, muft as certainly be your inward 
Likenefs to Gods ^nd that which God is^ 
dQd works \n Angels> that he muit be, an4 
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Work in you, or you can never be like 
to, or equal with them, as Chrift has faid. 

To be outwardly Glorious, as they 

fire, you muft ftay till this Corruptible 
{hall have put on Incorruption, but to have 
the fame inward Glory of the fame celeftial 
Fire, Light, and Spirit, burning, fhining, and 
breathing in your inward Man, as Angels 
have, belongs to you, as born at firft of 
the triune Breath of the living God, and 
born again of Chrift, out of Adams Death, 
to have, and be, all that by a Wonder 
of Redemption, which was your divine Birth- 
right at firft by a Wonder of Creation. 

And now, my dear Friend, chufe your 
Side : Would you be honourable in Church, 
Or State, put oji the whole Armour of 
this World, praife that which Man praifes, 
cloath yourfelf with all the Graces and 
Perfeftions of the Belles Lettres^ and be an 
Orator, and Critic, as faft as ever you can, 
ftnd above all, be ftrong in the Power of 
flattering Words* 

But if the other Side is your Choice ; 
would you be found in Chrift, and know 
the Power of his Refurreftion 5 would you 
tafte the Powers of the World to come, 
And find the continual Influences of the 
Triun-c God, feeding and keeping up his 
divine Life in your triune Soul, you muft 

give 
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give up all for that one Wilh and bne Hun-^ 
ger^ which keeps the Angels of God in 
their full Fcafts, of ever new, and ncver- 
ceafing Delights in the namelefs, bound* 
Icfs Riches of Eternity. 

Think it not hard, or too feverc a Re- 
drain t, to have but one Will, and one Huh- 
ger ; it is no harder a Reftraint, than to 
be kept from all that can bring forth Pain, 
and Sorrow to your Soul; no 'greater Sc^- 
verity, than to be excluded from every 
Place, but the Kingdom of God.— -For to 
have but this one Will, and one Hunger, 
is to have every Evil of Life, and all Ene- 
mies put under your Feet. It is to have 
done with every Thing, that can defile, 
betray, difappoint, or hurt that eternal Na-- 
ture, which muft have its; Life within 
you. — On the other hand, every Thing 
that is not the Effeft and Fruit of this 
one Will, and one Hunger, but added to 
your Life by a felfifli Will, and worldly 
Hunger, muft fooner or later, be torn 
from you with the utmoft Smart, or be- 
come Food for that gnawing Worm, which, , 
dieth not. 

Do you afk, how you are to come at 
this one Will, and one Hunger, I refer 
you to no Power of your own, and yet 
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tefer you to that which is within your* 

Angels in Heaven, are not good and hap* 
py by any Thing they can do to themfelves, 
but folcly by that which is done to them.^ — 
Now that holy Spirit, which does God's 
Will in Heaven, and is the Goodnefs and 
Happinefs of all its Inhabitants, that fame 
Spirit is every Man's Portion upon Earth, 
and the Gift of God within him. — It is 
but loft Labour, to flrive by any Power 
of your Reafon, or Self-a(5tivity, to work 
up this one Will and one Hunger withih 
you, or to kindle the true Ardency of a 
divine Defire, by any thing that your nar 
tural Man can do.*— This is as impoffiWe, 
as for fallen yidam to have been his own Re- 
deemer, or a dead Man to give Life to him- 

felf. The one Will, and one Hunger 

which alone can eat the true Nourifhment 
of the divine Life, is nothing elfe but the 
divine Nature within you, which died in 
^dam no other Death, but that of being 
fupprcfled and buried for a while, under 
a Load and Multiplicity of earthly Wills. 

Hence it is, that nothing can put an 
End to this Multiplicity of Wills in fallen 
Man, which is liis Death to God, nothing 
can be the Refurredtion of the divine Na- 
ture within him, which is his only Sal« 
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nation, but the Cross of Chrift, not that 
wooden Crofs, on which he was crucified, 
but that Crofs on which he was crucified 
through the whole Courfe of his Life in 
the Flefh. It is our FcUowfliitf with him 
on tfiis Crofs, through the whole Courfe 
of our Lives, that is our Union with Him, 
it alone gives Power to the divine Nature 
within us, to arife out of its Death, and 
breath again in us, in one Will, and one 
Hunger after nothing but God. 

To be like-minded with Chrift, is to 
live in every Contrariety to Self, the World, 
the Flefh, and die Devil, as he did 5 this is 
our belonging to him, our being one with 
him, having Life from him, and wafliing 
our Robes in the Blood of the Lamb. — 
For then, and then only are we waffied, 
and cleanifed by his Blood, when we drink 
his Blood, and we drink his Blood, when 
we willingly drink of the Cup that He 
drank of. 

Again, not to be like-minded with Chrift, 
is to be feperated fit)m him. — To have 
anodier Mind than he had, is to be in the 
State of thofe, who crucified him. Such 
as the Redeemer was, fuch are they that 
are redeemed. — as Adam was, fuch are they 
Aat are bom of him. — ^Life firom Adam^ 
and Life from Chrift, is the one fingle 
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96 LETTER V. 

Thing, that makes the one our Deftroyerj 
the other our Redeemer. — —But to have 
done, caft not about in your Mind, how 
you are to have the one Will, and one 
Hunger, which is always eating at God's 
Table, and continually fed with the Bread 
of Life ; the Thing is already done to your 
Hands. / am the Way^ the Truths and the 
Life^ faith Chrift, the fame as if he had 
faid, the Way is no where, the Truth is 
no where, the Life is.no where, but in me» 
What Room therefore for any learned Con- 
trivances, or further Enquiry about the 
Matter? Follow Chrift in the Denial of 
all the Wills of Selfy and then all is put 
away that feperates you from God: The 
heaven-born new Creature will come to Life 
in you, which alone knows, and enjoys 
the Things of God, and has his daily Food 
of Gladnefs in that manifold Blessed, and 
Blessed, which Chrift preached on the 
Mount. 

Tell me then no more of, your new 
Skill in Hebrew Words, of your Paris E-* 
ditions of all the antient Fathers, your com- 
pleat Colledion of the Councils, Com- 
mentators, and Church Hiftorians, &c. &c. 
Did Chrift mean any thing like this, when 
he faid, I am the Way^ the Truth and the 
Life? Did the Apoftle mean any thing 

like 
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like this, when he faid, No Man can call 
Jefus Lordy but by the Holy Ghojl ? — Great, 
good, and divine Teachers, you fay, were 
many of the Fathers: I fay nothing to it, 
but that much more ' great, good, and di- 
vine is He, who is always teaching within 
you, ever ftahding and knocking at the 
Door of your Heart, with the Words of 
eternal Life. 

You perhaps may aflc, why I go on wri- 
ting Books myfelf, if there is but one true, 
and divine Teacher ? I anfwer, though there 
is but one Bridegroom, that can furnifh 
the Bleffing of tlie Marriage Feaft, yet his 
Servants are fent out to invite the Guefts. 
— This is the unalterable Difference between 
; Chrift'sTeaching, and the Teaching of thofe, 
who only publifh the glad Tydings of him. 
They are not the Bridegroom, and there- 
fore have not the Bridegroom's Voice. They 
are not the Lights but only fent to bear 
Witnefs of it. And as the Bapti/i faid. 
He muji increafe^ but I mufi decreafe ; io 
every faithful Teacher faith of his Dod:rine, 
it muft decreafe, and end, as> foon as it 
has led to the true Teacher. 

All that I have written for near thirty 
Years, has been only to fhew, that we have 
ho Mafter but Chrift, nor can have any 
living divine Knowledge, but from his holy 
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Nature born and revealed in us. — ^Not a 
Word in favour of "Jacob Behmeriy but be- 
caufe, above every Writer in the World, 
he has made all that is found in the King- 
dom of Grace, and the Kingdom of Na- 
ture, to be one continual Demonftration, 
that Dying to felf, to be born again of Chrift, 
is the one only polTible Salvation of the Sons 
of fallen Adam. 

But I vv^ill have done, as foon as I have 
given you a little Piece of Hiftory, which 
your friend Academicus^ has given of him- 
felf : " When I had, fays he, taken my De- 
griees in the Univerfity, I confulted fe- 
veral great Divines to put me in a Me- 
thod of ftudying Divinity.-— It would 
take up near half a Day to tell you the 
Work, which my learned Friends cut 
*^ out for me. One told me, that Hebrew 
*' Words are all ; that they muft be read 
•^ without Points, and then the Old Tefta- 
'* ment is an opened Book, He recom^ 
^' mended to me a cart Load of Lexicons, 
" Criticks, and Commentators upon the 
" Hebrew Bible. — Another tells me, the 
Greek Bible is the beft, th^t it correfts 
the Hebrew in many Places, and refers 
me to a large Number of Books learn- 
edly writ in Defence of it. — ^Another tells 
me that Church-hiflory is the main Mat- 

" ter, 


cc 

€C 
CC 
€6 
CC 


CC 
CC 
CC 

tc 


c< 


L E t T E R V. 99 

** ter, that I muft begin with the firft Fa- ' 
*' thers, and follow them through every 
** Age, not forgetting to take the hwes 
** of the Roman Emperors along with me, 
*' as ftriking great Light into the State of 
«* the Church in their Times. Then I 
** muft have Recourfe to all the Councils 
^* held, and the Canons niade in every 
" Age t Which would enable me to fee 
*' with my own Eyes, the great Corrup- 
^* tions of the Council of Trent. Another, 
who is not very fond of antient Matters, 
but wholly bent upon ratknal Chrifti- 
anity, tells me, I need go no higher 
** than the Reformation ; that Calvin and 
"/ Cranmer were very great Men ; that G6/7- 
** lingworth and Locke ought always to lie 
" upon my Table ; that I muft get an entire 
" Set of thofe learned Volumps wrote a- 
" gainft; Popery in King James ^ Reign ^ and 
" alfo be well vcrfed in all the Difcourfes, 
*' which Mr. Boyle's, and Lady Moyers Lec- 
" tures have produced ; and then, fays he, 
** you will be a Match for our greateft Ene- 
** mies, which are popijh F^riefts, and mo- 
" dern Deifts. — ^My Tutor is very liturgical', 
" he defired me, of all things, to get all 
V* the CoUedions, that I can, of the antient . 
*^ Liturgies, and all the Authors that treat 
" of fuch Matters^ who, fays he, are very 
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*^ learned and very numerous. He has been 
" many Years making Obfervations upon 
" them, and is now clear, as to the Time, 
^^ when certain little Particles got En- 
" trance into the Liturgies, and others were 
" by Degrees dropt. — He has a Friend a- 
'« broad in fearch of antieilt MSS. Litur- 
*« gies ', for by the by, faid he, at Parting, 
" I have fome Sulpicion, that our Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper is ejfentially 
defediive, for want of having a little Wa- 
** ter mixed with the Wine. — Another 
«^ learned Friend told me, that the Clemen-' 
" tine Conjiitution is the Book of Books ; 
" and that all that lies loofe, and fcattered 
" ill the New Teftament, ftands there in 
^' its true Order and Form. And though 
<« he will not fay, that Dr. Clarke^ and Mr. 
*« Wbifion^ are in the Right, yet it might 
" be ufeful to me to read all the Arian and 
" Socinian Writers, provided I flood upon 
" my Guard, and did it with Caution. — -The 
" laft Perfon I confulted, advifed me to get 
" all the Hiftories of the Rife and Progrefs 
" of Herefies, and of the Lives and Cha- 
•< rafters of Heretics.— Thefe Hiftories, he 
«« faid, contra(ft the Matter, bring Truth 
" and Error clofe in view ; and I (hould find 
<^ ill that collected in a few Pages, which 
*^ would have coft me fome Years to getto- 
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** gether. He alfo defired me me to be well 
verfed in all the cafuijiical Writers, and 
chief Schoolmeriy for they debate Matters 
" to the Bottom, difleil every Virtue, and 
"" every Vice, and fhew how near they may 
" come together without touching. And 
this Knowledge, he faid, might be very 
ufeful, when I came to be a Parijh Prieft. 
" Following the Advice of all thefe Coun- 
" fellors, as well as I could, I lighted my 
Candle early in the Morning, and put it 
out late at Night. In this Labour I had 
been fweatirig for fome Years, till Rujli^ 
cuSy at my firft Acquaintance with him, 
feeing my Wiy of Life, faid to me, had 
you lived about feventeen Hundred Years 
ago, you had ftood juft in -the fame Place, 
" as I ftand now. — I cannot read, and there- 
** fore, fays he, all thefe hundreds of thou- 
** fands of Doftrine and Difputing Books, 
" which thefe feventeen Hundred Years have 
" produced, ftand not in my Way; they 
are the fame Thing to me, as if they had 
never been. And had you lived at the Time 
mentioned, you had juft efcaped them all, 
as I do now, becaufe, though you are a 
very good Reader, there were then none 
" of them to be read. — 'Cpuld you there- 
*' fore be content to be one of the primitive 
" Chriftiaris, who were as good as any that 
" liave been iince, you may fpare all this 
^ Labour, — ^It is not eafy for me, fays Aca-* 

H 3 l^ demicusy 


CC 
CC 
CC 
(C 
CC 
CC 
CC 


(C 
CC 

<c 

(C 


«? 

cc 


102 L E T T E R V. 

«* demicuSy to tell you how much Goo4 J 
received from this fimple Inftrudtion of 
^ honeft Matter Rujliciis, — What Projed; 
was it, to be grafping after the Knowlege 
of all the Opinions, Dodlrines^ Difputes, 
" Herefies, Schifms, &c. which feventeen 
" Hundred Years had brought forth, through 
« all the Extent of the Chriftian World ! 
*^ What Project this^ in order to be a Divinf^ 
" that is, in order to bear true Witnefs to 
" the Power of Chrift, as a Deliverer from 
•* the Evil of earthly Flelh and Blood, and 
«' Death and Hell, and a Raifer of a new 
" Birth and Life from above ! For as this is 
** the divine Work of Chrift, fo He only is 
^^ a true and able IDiviney that can bear a 
" faithful Teftimony to this divifie Work of 
^^ Chrift. — How eafy was it for me to haye 
feen, that all this Labyrinth of learned 
Enquiry, into fuch a dark, thorny Wilder- 
nefs of Notions, Fadts, and Opinions, 
*^ could fignify no more to me now, to piy 
" own Salvation, to my Intereft \xx Chrift, 
<^ and obtaining the holy Spirit of God, than 
if I had lived before it had any Begin- 
ning. But the blind Appetite of Learning, 
gave me no Leifure to apprehend fo plain 
a Truth. — Books of Divinity indeed, I 
^^ have not done with, but ^yilI efteem none 
*^ to be fuch, but thofe that make known tp 
^* my Heart, the inward Power and Redemp- 
V tion of Jefus Cbriji^ l{o{yrx\i I feek foi: 
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any thing even from fuch Books, but that 
which I afk of God in Prayer, viz. How 
better to know, more to abhor, and refift 
"•* the Evil that is in my own Nature^ and 
how to obtain a Supernatural Birth of the 
divine Life brought forth within me. All 
befides this is Pujhpin *. 

March 5, 1753. ^^^ ^^ with you. 

* Way to Dinjine Kno^wlege^ p. 1 00. 
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In Anfwer to a Qjl/estion. 

)S()B()0()e( O U tell me, Sir, that after a twen* 
5flC y )8( ty Years Zeal, and Labour in Mat- 
wwww ters of Religion, it has turned to 
fo little Account, that you arc 
forced, moft earneftly to defire a fpeedy An- 
fwer to <his Queftion, Where you jhall go^ 
or what you Jhall do^ to be in the Truth ? 

Let me firft premife thus much. E- 
very Man in his fallen State, has all that 
in him, though in a State of Deaths and 
Hiddennefs, which was the living Glory, 
and Perfe(3tion of the firft created Man. 
Juft as the Root of the Lilly, in the Winter's 
Cold^ hath all that in it> though as in a 
State of Deaths which was the Glory and 
Beauty of the Summer's Flower.— What is 
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hidden In the Root of the Lilly, lies no longer 
in its feeming Death, than till the Spring- 
Sun calls forth its Life. — Now, ^one divine 
Difpenfation after another, is to do that fame 
to the fallen Soul, which the Spring, and 
daily advancing Sun does to the Lilly Root; 
namely, to call it out of its State of Death, 
and make fomething of its firft Glory come 
to life, and ipring forth out of it. Hence 
it is, that the Kingdom of God (which was 
that to which Adam died) is like to Treafure 
hid in a. Fields and again, the Kingdom of 
God is ^within you. But this could not be 
true, unlefs all that Glory, which AJam loft, 
was ftill preferved, as a Seed^ or fhut-up 
Root of Life within him : And all this, 
through the Mercy, 2iX\difree Grace of God, 
who forefeeing the Fall of Adam^ willed, 
that a Seed of his firft Glory, ftiould be pre- 
ferved in him ; declared, and made known 
to him, by a Seed of the JVoman, which 
through the Word made Flefh, (hould, in 
fpight of Death and Hell, grow up to the 
Fulhtefs of the Stature in Chriji Jejus. 

And as the Kingdom of Heaven, is every 
Man's Treafure, as furely within him, as, 
his own Soul, fo that which hides, and co- 
vers it froni us, is that awakened y bejlial Life, 
which is called Adam in us, and in which, 
the immortal Soul, that was born for Hea- 
ven, is wedded to the Lufi$ of the Flefb, the 
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Ijuft of the Eyesy and the P:ride of Life^ and 
fubjeft to the Workings of that Satanical Na- 
ture, which . our Lord . calls the Erince. of 
this World. — And thus it is, that every )Maa 
comes into this World in a twofold State ; 
Adam and Chr.ijl are both born in hini.<-^And ; 
if this was not the State of Man, nothing 
within you, would, or . could : afk, as you 
have done, or have any. Anxiety after the 
Truth. And your being either led firom this . 
true Knowlege of your State, or having ne** 
ver been fenfible of it, is the Reafon- of your 
having made fo many, religipus Enquiries in 
vain, both from yourfelf, and other People^ 
— For nothing can tell you the Truth, or 
eftabliflb you in a juft and folid Difeernment 
of Right from Wrong, in Doctrines, Opini- 
ons, and Practices of Religion, but this home 
Knowlege of yourfelf, namely, that Chrift arfd 
Adam^ are not only both of them ejfentially 
within you, but the ivhole of you ; that no- 
thing is Life or Salvation, but that, which 
is the Life andGrowth of Chrift in you, and 
that all that is done. from the Lifcy the Pow- 
er and. natural Capacity of the Adamical 
Nature, is heathenifli, is mere Vanity and 
Death, however glorioufly fet forth by the 
natural Gifts of Wit and Learning. 

Religion has no Good in it, but as it is 
the Revival, and Quickening of that divine 
Nature, which your firft. Father had from 
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God, and nothing can revive it, but that 
which firft created it. God is no otherwife 
your God, but as He is the God of your 
Life, manifefted in it; and He can be no 
otherwife the God of your Life, but as his 
Spirit is living within you. — Satan is no other 
Way knowable by you, or can have any 
other Fellowfhip with you, but as his evil 
Spirit works, and manifefts itfelf along with 
the Workings of your own Spirit. — Rejiji 
the Devily and he will jlee from you \ but he is 
no where to be refilled, but as a working 
Spirit within yoUy therefore to refift the De- 
vil, is to turn from the evil Thoughts, and 
Motions that arife within you. Turn to Go J, 
and he will turn to you : But God is an uni- 
verfal Spirit, which you cannot locally turn 
to, or from j therefore to turn to God, is 
to cleave to thofe good Thoughts and Mo- 
tions which proceed from his holy Spirit, 
dwelling and working in you.— ^This is the 
God of your Life, to whom you are to ad» 
here, liften, and attend, and this is your 
worfhipping him in Spirit and Truth. And 
That is the Devil that goeth about as a roaring 
Liony who has no Voice, but that which he 
fpeaks within you. Therefore, my Friend, . 
be at home, and keep clofe to that which 
pafles within you, for be it what it will, 
whether it be a Good, in which you delight^ 
pr an Evil, zX which you grieve^ you could 
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have neither th^ one, nor the other, but be- 
caufe a holy God of Light and Love is 
eflentially dwelling in you. Seek therefore 
fcjr no other Road, nor call any Thing the 
Way to CJod, but foleiy that, which his eter- 
nal, all-creating Word, and Spirit worketh 
within you. For could any Thing elfe have 
been Man's W^y to God, the Wqro badmt 
been made Fi^Jh^ 

The laft Words in your Queftion, viz, 
T<9 be in the Truths are well expreffed, for 
to be in the Truth, is the finiflied State 
of Man returning to God, thus declared 
by Chrift bimfelf, ye Jhall know the Truths 
and the Truth Jhall make you freex^ free from 
the Blindnefs and E)elufion of your own 
natural Reafon, and free from Forms, Doc- 
trines and Opinions, which others would 
impofe upon you. To be in Truth, is to 
be, where the fir ft holy Man was, when 
he came forth in the Image and Likenefs 

of God —When he loft Paradife, he loft 

the Truth J and all that he felt, knew, faw, 
loved, and liked of the earthly, beaftial World, 
into which he was fallen, was but mere Sepe- 
ration fropi God, a Vail upon his Jieart, ind 
Scales upon his Eyes. — Nothing of his Jirji 
Truth could be fpoke of to hini> even by God 
Jiimfeifj but under the Vail of earthly Things, 
Types, and Shaddows. The Law was given 
^ H^S^^i t?tt^ ^^fa l»4 a VaiJ upon his Face, 
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the Law was a Vail, Prophecy was a Vail, 
Chrift crucified was a Vail, and all was a Vail, 
till Grace and Truth canie by Jefus Chrijiy iri 
the Power of his holy Spirit. There- 
fore to be in the Truth, as it is in 'Jefus^ 
is to be come from under the Vail, to have 
paiTed through all thofe Difpenfations^ which 
would never have begun, but that they 
might end in a Chrift fpiritually revealed, 
and ejfentially formed in the Soul. So that 
now, in this lajl Difpenfation x)f God, which 
is the firft Truth itfelf reftored, nothing is 
to be thought of, trufted to, or fought after, 
but God's immediate^ continual Working in 
the Soul, by his Holy Spirit. This, Sir, is 
the Where you are to go,' and the What you 
are to do, to be in the Truth. , For the 
Truth as it is in Jefus, is nothing elfe but 
Chrift come in the Spirif, and his coming 
in the Spirit, is nothing elfe but the firft 
loji Life of God, quickened, and revealed 
again in the Soul. — Every thing ftiort of 
this, has only the Nature of outward Type 
and Figure, which in its beft State, is only 

for a Time. If therefore you look to 

any Thing but the Spirit, feek to any Power, 
but that of the Spirit, expedl Chrift to be your 
Saviour, any other Way, than as he i^ fpiritually 
born in you, you go back from the Grace and 
Truths which came by Jefus y and can at beft be 
only a legal Jew^ or a felf-righteous Pha- 
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rifee 5 there is no getting farther than thefe 
States, but by being born of the Spirit, living 
by the Spirit, as his Child, his Inftrument, 
and holy Temple, in which he dwells, and 
works ail his good Pleafure. — ^Drop this 
full Adherence to, and Dependance upon 
the Spirit, a<3: as in your own Sphere, be 
fomething of yourfelf, and through your own 
Wifdom, Gfr. and then, though all that you 
fay, or do, is with the outward Words of the 
fpiritual Gofpel, and in the outward Pra(9iccs 
of tho fpiritual Apoftles, yet for all this, you 
are but there, where thofe were, who wpr- 
fhipped God with the Blood of Bulls and 
Goats; for [N. B.] Nothing but the Spirit of 
God, can worfliip God in Spirit and in 
Truth. 

But you will perhaps fay, that you are ftill 
but where you was, becaufe you know not 
how to find the continual Guidance of the holy 
Spirit. — If you know how to find your own 
Thoughts, you need not be at a Lofs to find 
the Spirit of God. For you have not a 
Thought within you, but is either from 
the Good of the Spirit^ or from the Evil 
of the Flejh. Now the Qood and the Evil 
that are within you, and always more or lefs 
fenfible by turns, do each of them teach 
you the fame Work and Prefence of the 
Spirit of God. For the Good> could not 
appear as Good, nor the Evil, be felt as 
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Evil, but becaufc the immediate Working of* 
the Spirit of God, creates^ or manifejls this 
Difference between them, and therefore be 
in what State you will, the Power of God's 
Spirit within you, equally manifefls itfelf 
to you; and to find the immediate ^ conti-^ 
rmaU effential Working of the Spirit of 
God within you, yoii need only know what 
Good, and Evil are felt within you. For all 
the Good that is in any Thought or Defire, 
is fo much of God within you, and whilfl 
you adhere to, and follow a good Thought, 
you follow, or are led by the Spirit of God. 
And on the other hand, all that is felfifh and 
wicked in Thought, or AfFedlion, is io mux:h 
of the Spirit of Satan within you, which 
would not be known, or felt, as evil, but 
becaufe it is contrary to the immediate ^ con-- 
tinual Working of the Spirit of God within 
you. Turn therefore inwards, and all that 
is within you, will demonflrate to you, the 
Prefence, and Power of God in your Soul, 
and make you find, and feel it, with the 
fame Certainty, as you find and feel youf 
own Thoughts. And what is beil of all, 
by thus doing, you will never be without 
a living Senfe of the immediate Guidance and 
Inlpiration of the holy Spirit, always equal 
to your Dependance upon it, always lead- 
ing yt)u fron^ Strength to Strength in your 

inward 
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inward Mian, ' till all your Knowlege of 
Good and Evil, is become nothing elfe, but 
a mere Love of the one, and mere Averfion 
to the other.^ — ^For the one Work of the Spi- 
rit of God, is to diftinguifh the Good, and 
Evil, that is vi'ithin you, not as in Notion, 
but by AiFeiftion ; and when you are wholly 
given up to this new-creating Work of 
God, fo as to ftay your Mind upon it, abide 
with it, and expedt all from it. This, my 
Friend, will be your Returning to the Rock, 
from whence you was hewn, your drink- 
ing at the Fountain of Living Water, your 
walking with God, your living by Faith, 
your putting on Chrifl:,' your continual hear- 
ing the Word of God, your eating the 
Bread that came down from Heaven, your 
fupping with Chrift, and following the Lamb 
wherever he goeth. 

For all thefe feeming different Things, 
will be found in every Man, according to 
his Meafure, who is wholly given up to, 
and depending upon the bleffed Work of 
God's Spirit in his Soul. 

But your Miftake, and that of moft Chrif- 
tians, lies in this ; you would be Good by 
Ibme outward Means, you would have Me- 
thodsy Opinions^ Formsy and Ordinances of 
Religion, alter and raife your fallen Na- 
ture, and create in you a new Heart, and 
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e new Spirit, that is to fay, you would be 
Good in a Way that is altogether impof- 
jibky for Goodnefs cannot be brought into 
you from without^ much lefs by any Thing 
that . is Creaturely, or the Adion of Man ; 
this is as impoflible, as for the Flefh to 
fanBify the. Spirit, or for Things temporal, 
to give Life to Things that are eternal. 
< The Image and Likenefs of Father, Son^ 
and Holy Ohoft, arc in every Man, antecedent 
to every outward Work, or Adlion that can 
proceed from him : It is God thus within 
him, that is the fole Caufe that any Thing can 
be called Godly, that is done, obfcrved, or 
pradifed by him. If it were not fo, Maij 
would only have . his Being from God, but 
his Goodnefs from himfelf. 

All Man's outward good Works, are only 
like his outward good Words; he is not Good> 
becaufe he is frequent in the Ufe of them, 
they bring no Goodnefs into him, nor are o 
any Worth in themfelves, but as a good, and 
godly Spirit fpeaks forth itfelf in the Sound 
of them. This is the Cafe of every out- 
ward, creaturely Thing, or Work of Man, 
be it of what. Kind it will, either Hearings 
Prayingy Singings or Preachings &c. or prac- 
tifing any outward Rules, and Obfervancesj 
t-hey have only the Goodnefs of the outward 
J^K nay;^ are as vain, as founding Brafs^ 

and 
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and tinkling Cymbals, unlefs they be folely 
the Work, and Fruits of the Spirit of God : 
For the divine Nature^ is that alone, which 
can be the Power to any good Work, cither 
in Man, or Angel. 

When a Man, firft finds himfelf flirred up 
with religious Zeal, what does he generally 
do ? He turns all his Thoughts outwards^ he 
runs after this^ or that Man, he is at the 
Beck of every new Opinion^ and thinks only 
of finding the Truth, by refting in this, or 
that Method, or Society of Chriftians. Could 
he find a Man, that did not want to have him 
of his Party, and Opinion, that turned him 
from himlelf, and the Teachings of Man, 
to a God, not as hiftorically read of in 
Books, or preached oiF in this, or that Society, 
but to a God ejfentially living and working in 
every Soul, him he might call a Man of 
God 'y as leading him fron> himfelf to God, 
as faving him from many vain Wanderings, 
from fruitlefs Scarchings into a Council of 
Trent y a Synod of Dort^ an Augjberg Con- 
feffion, an AJfemblys Catechifm, or a thirty 
nine Articles. For had he an hundred Ar- 
ticles, if they were any Thing elfe but a 
hundred Calls to a Chrii): come in the Spirit^ 
to a God within him, as the only poffible 
Light, and Teacher of bis Mind, it would 
be a hundred Times better for him, to be 
without them.— -For all Man's Blindnefs and 
Miiery lies in tbis^ that he has loft the 

I Know- 
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Knowlege of God, as ejjentially living with-» 
in him, and by falling under the Power of 
an earthly, beftial Life, thinks only of God, 
as living in fome other World, and fo feeks 
only by Notions, to fet up an Image of an 
abfent God, inftead of worfhipping the God 
of Life, and Power, in whom he lives, moves, 

and. has his being. Whoever therefore 

teaches you to expedr greatThings from this, 
or that fort of Opinions, or calls you to any 
thing zsfavingy and redeeming y but the Ma- 
liifeftation of God in your own Soul, through 
a Birth of the holy Nature of Chrift with- 
in you, is totally ignorant of the whole 
Nature, both 'of the Fally and the Redemp^ 
tion of Man. For the firjl is nothing elfe, 
or lefs, than a Death to the divineLife,orChrift* 
like Nature, which lived in the firft Man; and 
the other y is nothing elfe, but Chrift new-born, 
formed, anfi revealed again inMan, as he was at 
thefirft. Thefe two great Truths are the moft 
ftrongly aflerted by Chrift, faying, if any Mart 
will be my Dijcipky let him deny himjelfy take up 
bis Crofs daily, and follow me. Let him dery 
himfelf is the fulleft Declaration, and high- 
eft Proof, that he has loft \i\%firfi divine and 
heavenly Nature, that he is not that Self 
which came firft from God, or he could not 
be called to deny it.-^ — Say, if you will, that 
he has not loft that firft heavenly Life in 
God, and then you muft fay, that our Lord 
Calls him to deny, crucify, arid renounce that 
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holy, and godlike Sqlf, which was the firft 
Gift of God to him. 

To read whole Libraries on thefe Matters, 
is only to be bewildered in the Strife of Fic- 
tions, and Contradidions about them. * But 
to read this one fingle Line of Chrift, is to 
be led into the open, full Truth of the whole 
Nature, both of the Fall, and Redemption* 
And indeed, if we were but freed from the 
Babel of Opinibns, which have fo long con- 
founded the firft Truths of the Gofpel, it 
would be plain from every Part of it, that 
nothing could be called the Fall of Man, 
but his Lofs of the divine Life, or Nature, 
nor any thing be called his Redemption^ or 
the real Means of it, but folely 7haty which 
God isy and does in hinK For what can be 
a Goodj or work Good in Man, but God, 
or the divine Nature in him ?' All the divine 
Truths, that ever came from God, fpeak only 
to the Pearl of the divine Nature, that is 
hidden in our earthly Field of Flefh and Blood, 
becaufe nothing elfe wants them, or has any. 
Capacity to receive them ; that which is Di- 
vine, can only receive the divine Things from 
God. And thence it is, that u nlefs a Man be born 
again from abqve^ it is not poffible for him to 
fee J or enter into the Kingdom of Gody that is, 
the divine Life muft arife again, in the Pow- 
er of a new Birth) or there is nothing in 
fallen Man, th*t ?an partake of the King- 
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4om of God, And the Reafon is, becaufq 
the Kingdom of God is Righteoufnefsy and Peace ^ 
and Joy in the Holy Ghojiy and therefore not 
poffible to be any where, but where it pro^ 
c?eds from the Holy Ghoft. Thou Jhalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy Hearty with 
all thy Souly with all thy Mindy and with all 
thy Strength. Now what is this God, that 
you are thus to love ? Is it fome ahJlraSi Ideay^ 
that learned Men have helped you to for^^ 
of him ? No fuch thing. This would bq 
but a poor Fidtion of God, and a poor Fic- 
tion of Love. — God is all Goody the only 
Good, and there is nothing Good befides 
l^im, therefore to love God with all youi;' 
Heart, &c. is to love all Goodnefsy and to love 
nothing elfe but Goodnefs, and then, and 
only then, do you loye God with all your 
Hearty and Souly and Strength. — But now, 
to what Purpofe could this Precept of fuch 
a Love be given to Man, unlefs he ejfentially 
partook of the Divine Nature ? For to be in 
Heart, and Soul, and Spirit, all Love of God, 
^nd yet have nothing of the Nature of God 
within you, is furely too abfurd for any one 
to believe. So fure therefore as this Pre- 
cept came from Truth itfelf,' fo fure is it, 
that every Man (however loath to hear of 
^ny Thing but Pleafures, and Enjoyments 
in this vain Shadow of a Life) has yet a di-. 
yin^ Nature concealqd within him, which, 

when 
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when fufFered to hear, the Calls of God, will 
know the Voice of its heavenly Father, and 
long to do his Will on Earth, as it is done 
in Heaven. 

The Conclufion then, is this, if to love 
God with your whole Heart, and Soul, is to 
love all Goodnefsy and nothing elfe but Goodwifs% 
and if all that is done without this Love^ 
whether in religious Duties, or coifamoh 
' Life, is but mere Separation from God, theix 
it muft be the grofleft Blindnefs, to believb 
you can have any Love of God, or Goodnefs 
in any Duties you perform, any further, or 
in any other Degree^ than as the Eternal,* 
Holy Spirit of God, lives and loves in you. 

Again^ to fee the Divinity of Man's Origi- 
nal, you need only read thefe Words : Be yi 
perfeSi^ as your Father which is inHeatjen is per-^ 
feSi. For what could Man have to do with the 
Perfection of God, as the Rule of his Life, 
unlefs the Truth and Reality of the divine Na-* 
ture was in him ? Could there be any Rea- 
fonableixefs in this Precept, or any Fitnefs to 
call us to be good, as God is good, unlefs 
there was that in us, which is in God ? Or to 
call us to the Perfection of an heavenly Fa- 
ther y if we were not the real Children of his 
heavenly Nature? Might it not be as well, td 
bid the heafvy Stone to fly, as it's flying Father 
the Eagle doth ? 

I 3 But 
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But this Precept from the Lip of Truth, 
is another full Proof, that by the Fall^ a 
Death, or Suppreflien is brought upon our 
firft divine Life, and alfo that it is yet in a 
State, capable of being revived again, in us. 
For if it was not in a State of Death, or fup- 
prefled in us, there could be no Need of czU 
ling us to live according to it ; for every Being 
naturally adts according to the Life, that is 
manifefted in it. Nor could w^e be called to 
-be heavenly, but becaufe the heavenly Na- 
ture has it's Seed in our Soul, in a Readinefs 
to come to Life in us% 

La/ilyy T^houjJ^alt hoe thy Neighbour as thy 
Self] is another full Proof, that God is in us 
of a Truth, and that the holy Spirit hath as 
certainly, an ejfential Birth within us, as the 
Spirit of this ^orld hath. For this Precept 
might as well be given to a Fox, as ta a Man, 
if Man had not fbmething quite Supernatural 
in him. For mere Nature, and natural Crea- 
ture, is nothing elfe, but mere Self, and can 
work nothing but to, and for itfelf. And this, 
not through any Corruption, or Depravity of 
Nature, but becaufe it is Nature's beft State, 
and it can be nothing elfe, either in Man, or 
Beaft. 

I fay unto you^ love your Enemies y do good t^ 
them that hate you, pray Jor them that defpite-* 
fully ufe and perfecute yoUy - &c. Every Word 
here is Demonftration, that nothing but the 

new 
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nenb Birth from above ^ can be a Chriftian. 
There is no other Nature, or Spirit that can 
breath forth this univerjal Lave and Benf^ 
volencey but that fame^ which laying afide its 
own Glory, came down from HeaVen, to 
forgive, to love, to fave, and ,dic for a 
whole Worid of Enemies and Sinners. 

This is the Spirit of Chfift, that muft as 
ejjentially live and breath in you, as it did 
in him, or all Exhortations, to do as he did, 
to walk as he walked, are but in vain. The 
natural Man is , in full Seperation from this 
Holinefs of Life, and though he had mor6 
Wifdom of Words, more Depth of Litera- 
ture, than was in Cicero^ or Arifiotle^ yet 
would he have as much to die to, as the 
grofleft Publican, or vaineft Pharifee, be- 
foi;e he could be in Chrift, a new Crea- 
ture. For the higheft improved natural 
Abilities, can as well afceiid into Heaven^ 
or cloath Flefh' and Blood with Immortality, 
as make a Man like-minded with Chrift in 
any one divine Virtue. And that for this 
one Reafon, becaufe God| and divine Good-* 
nefs, are infeparable. 

No Precept of the Gofpel, fuppofes Man 
to have any Power to eiFed: it, or calls you 
to any natural Ability, or Wifdom of your 
own to comply with it. Chrift and liij 
Apoftles called n6 Man, to overcome theCor* 
fttptioA and Sliddndfs of fallen Nature, by 
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learned Cultivation of the Mind. The Wif- 
dom of the learned World, was the fame 
pitiable Foolifhriefs with them, as the groff- 
cft Ignorance. By them, they only ftand 
thus diflinguiihed, the one brings forth a 
Publican^ which is often converted to Chrift, 
the other a Fbarijeei that for the moft part, 
condemns him to be crucified. They (Chrift 
and his Apoftles) taught nothing but Death, 
and Denial to all Self, and the Impoffibility 
of having any one divine Temper, but 
through Faith, and Hope of a new Nature, 
not bom of Bloody nor of the Will of the Flejh^ 
nor of the Will of Mariy but of God. 

To fpeak of the Operation of the Holy 
Spirit, as only an Affiftance, dr an occafiotial 
AiEftance, is as fliprt of the Truth, as to fay, 
that Chrift fhall only ajjift the Refurredtion of 

. our Bodies. For not a Spark of any divine 
Virtue can arife up in us, but what muft 
wholly and Iblely be called forth, by that 
lame power, which alone can call our dead 
Bodies, out of the Duft and Darknefs of the 

. Grave. 

If you turn to your own Strength, to have 

' Chriftian Piety, and Goodnefs ; or are fo de- 
ceived, as to think, that Learning, or lo- 
fical Abilities, critical Acutenefs, Skill in 
languages, Church-Syftems, Rule§ and Or- 
ders, Articles and Opinions, are to do that for 
you, which the Spirit of Chrift did, and only 

• could 
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could do for the firft Chriftians ; your dili* 
gent Reading the Hiftory of the Gofpel, will 
leave you as poor, and empty and dead to 
the divine Life, as if you had been only a 
diligent Reader of the Hiftory of all the 
Religions in the World. — But if all that you 
truft to, long after, and depend upon, i^ that 
Holy Spirit, which alone made the Scripture- 
Saints able to call Jefm Lord; if this be your 
one Faith, and one Hope, the divine Life, 
which died in Adaniy will find itfelf alive a- 
gain in Chrift Jefus. And be aflured, that 
nothing but this new Birth^ can be the Got- 
pel Chriftian, becaufe nothing elfe can pof- 
fibly love, like, do, and be that, which Chrift 
preached in his divine Sermon on the Mount. 
And be aflured alio, that when the Spirit of 
Chrift, is the Spirit that ruleth in you, there 
will be no hard Sayings in the Gofpel ; but 
dl that the heavenly Chrift taught in the 
Flefti, will be as Meat and Drink to you, 
and you will have no Joy, but in w;allang, 
as he walked, in faying, loving, and doing, 
that which he faid, toved, and did. — ^And 
indeed, how can it be otherwife ? How can 
Notions, Dodlrines, and Opinions about 
Chrift, what he was, and did, make you 
in him a new Creature ? Can any one be 
made a Sampfony or a Solomon^ by being well 
verfed in the .Hiftory of wh^t^they were, faid, 

or did? ' .: .: 

Aflc 
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Afk th^n, my Friend, ho more, where 
you (hall go, or what you fliall do, to bo in 
the Truth j for you can have the Truth, no 
where, but in Jefus, nor in hina, any fiirthcr, 
tlian as his whole Nature, and Spirit is born 
within you. 

Farewell. 
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To a Perfon of Quality. 
Madam^ 

m 

|*^#5FH Had the Honour of your Lady- 
C* J 5^ fhip's Letter, and no want of true 
M . M Regard for your Ladyftiip, or the 
it^t^JfejK Subjeft, has been the Occafion of 
my delaying this Anfwer fo long. I am in 
fbme Hopes, that the Perfon that wanted it, 
may, by this Time, have found fomething 
better than it, by being left to God and him- 
lelf, and that I have done more for him by 
my Silence, than I ihould have done by my 
Writing. 

To be always tampering with Phyficians, 
upon every Occafion, is the Way to lofe all 
natural Soundnefs of Health; and to be con- 
tinually talking^ and enquiring about the 
Nature of DiAempers^ and the Powers of 

Mcdi- 
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^Medicines, for the Head, the Hrtrt, ihe 
Spirits, and Nerves, is th^ Way to lofe rU 

tnic Judgment, cither of our own Sickrtci?, 

or Health. 

It is much the fame, with regard to our 
Ipiritual Health and Conftitution, we do 
much Hurt to it, by running after fi>mtu?l 
Advice on every Occafion, and wanting the 
Help of feme human Prefiiiptt0t^ fox every 
Fear, Sdruple, or Notion, that ftarts up in 
our Minds, and fo weaken the true Strength 
of onx fpiritual Omftitutign^ which if left to 
itfelf, would do all that we want to have done* 

If it be aiked. What this Souninefs of bar 
Jpiritual Conjiitution is ? It may be anAverecJ, 
rfiat it is & State or Habit of fuch bumble^ tvffil 
Refignation of otirfehes to Gvd^ m by Faitk^ 
and Hope expe&s all from Him alone ^ This ii 
the Health, and Strength of our JpiHtml 
Conjiitution, and nothing is Health in the 

Soul, but this State, 

And if we left all our incidental, accidcn* 
tal, fickly Notions, and Imaginations that 
fo frequently attack oiir Minds, if we left 
theni to be overcome, and done away by 
the Strength of our fpiritual Con/Htutfon, 
[N. B.] We (hould never fail of Suecefs, 

How this pbus and worthy Peribn came 
to diihk of leaving his Parifh, or wh^t Scruple* 
oCcajSoned his doubting, whether he ihould 
ilay in it| I Caftiiot guefs^ and therefore canr 
; ^ fay 
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lay nothing to them. I fhould have thought, 
that fuch a Change as he found in himfelf, 
his Parifh, and Neighbourhood, fhould have 
every thing in it, that could render his Situ- 
ation comfortable to him. 

The greateft Danger that new Converts 
arc liable to, elpecally if they are young, a- 
rifes from their conceiving fomething great of 
their Converfion, and that great Things arc 
to follow from it. Hence they are taken up 
too much with themfelves, and the fuppofed 
.Defigns of God upon them. They enter 
into Reaibnings, and Conjedhires how they 
fball be, and do fomething extraordinary, 
aiid £o loie that Simplicity of Heart, which 
fhould think of nothing but of dying to Self^ 
that the Spirit of God might have time and 
place to create, and form all that is wanting 
in their inward Man. 

There is nothing more plain and fimple 
than the Way of Religion, if Self is but 
kept out of it ; and all the Perplexities, andf 
Scruples which pious Pcrfbns meet with, 
chiefly arife from fome Idea they have form- 
ed, of a Progrefs they ought to make in order 
to be Thaty which 5^^ would be* But Piety 
makes little Progrefs till it has no Schemes 
of its own, no Thoughts or Contrivancies to 
be any Thing, but a naked Penitent^ left 
wholly, and . folely in Faith and Hope to 
the divine Goodnefs, Every Contrivaace f(^ 

huinaa 
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luman, Help, from this, or that, be it what it 
vill, is at beft but droping fomc Degree, of 
hat Fulnefs of Faith and Hope, and De- 
3endance upon God, which only is, and only 
:an be our Way of finding Him, to be the 
Strength and God of our Life. 

Nothing but the Life of God, opened by 
%is Holy Spirit within us, can be the Re- 
lewal of our Souls, and we fhall want this 
Renewal no longer, than whilft we are feek- 
ng it in fon^cthing, that is not God. The 
Faith that afcribes all to God, and expedts all 
Tom him, cannot be difappointed. 

Nothing could hinder the Centurion from 
laving, that which he afked of Chrift, be- 
:aufe his Heart could thus Ipeak, Lord I am 
iQt worthy y that thou Jhouldefi come under my 
Roof y /peak the Word only ^ and my Servant Jhall 
he healed. 

He that has this Senfe of Himfelf, and this 
Faith in God, is in the Truth and Perfeftion 
of Religion : If we knew the Goodnefs of 
this State, we fliould be always content with 
the Simplicity of it, and let every thing elfe 
come, and go, as it would; all is well and 
(kfe, fo long as the Heart refts all upon God 
^one. Your Ladyfhip fays, this worthy Per- 
Con fears his Zeal, and yet dreads the jibate^ 
ment of it. It would be better, not to in- 
dulge a Thotight about his own Zeal^ or to 
^icak a Word of it to any Perfon, For if 

it 
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It IS godly Zeal, It is no more his than it Is 
ihilie, <ior comes any more from him, than 
it does from me; and therefore when he 
thinks, or ipeaks of it as his, or as fomething 
he Would be glad to keep in its right State, 
it is giving Way to Delufion, both with 
tfegard tp himfelf, and the Nature of true 
Zeal s For as the Wind lloweth where it 
iijletby fo it is with Him, who is driven by 
true ZeaL 

I do not wonder^ that his Audience is fo 
Jfluch aftedted, and increafed, fince he has 
preached up the Dodrine of Regeneration 
ftiiiongft them. All other Preaching paffes 
away as a Tale that is told, and indeed is 
iiothing better, till it enters into the Things 
within Man, brings him to a Senfibility of 
the State of his Heart, and its Want of 
God's Holy Spirit therein. 

How far it may be right for him to com- 
ply with their Requeft of vifiting, readings 
ahd expounding the Scripture to them, I 
pretfind not to fay :-^But ohiy thus much, 
that it feems to be right to be in ■:. ■-. Anxiety 
about it, orufe any Reafoning) either to per- 
fuade himfelf to it, or from it, or to put hipi- 
. felf Under ^n^ Jiated Rules about it, but leave 
it to be done, as he finds himfelf inwardly 
jftirred Up to it, and able out of the Abun- 
dahc@ of hi€ Heart to perform it 

Ex- 
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Expounding the Scriptures, has a fine 
Sound, but I {hould rather advife iuclj Per^ 
fons, to read only in Love, and SimpUeity pf 
Heart, fuch Scriptures as need no Expounder^ 
but their own Heart turned to God, Pgj-f- 
ions who are come to this inwvd ConviiSHoni 
that they muft live, and di«, under the Power 
pf Satan, and of fallen Nature, unlefs by g 
Fulnefs of Faith in Chrift, they be born again 
from above, have nothing more to enqviire 
about, where, or how Chrift is to be found, 
^ They have no other Ufe to make of the 
' Scripture, but that of being refrefhed, and 
delighted with fuch Paffages, as turn, and ftir 
up the Heart, to a Fulnefs of Faith, Love, an4 
Refignation to the blefled Guidance, and Ope» 
ration of the Holy Spirit of God. 

Jan, 10, 1754. 
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To the Same. 


Madatfiy 


3f(>*<)i(R. Wejley'^ Letter did not at ?U 
«r M * difappoint me. I had no Expeg- 
)8(3hK^ tation of feeing ?i better, either with 
regard to the Subftance,. or to the 
Stile, and Manner of it. If I knew of any 
|yp4 of Al^fwcr^ that would 4q him any re^l 
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Good, I fhould advife it. But to anfwer it 
for the Good of any one elfe, feems to be 
quite tieediefs. ItKdoes not admit of a feri- 
ou« Anfwer, becaufe there is nothing fub- 
ilantial, or properly argumentative in it. 
And to anfwer it in the way of Ridicule, is 
what I cannot come into, being full as averfe 
to make a Mock of him in a religious Garb, 
astothedoingthegreateft bodily Injury to his 
Perfon. How far he has anfwered, or does an- 
fwer any good Ends of Providence, or is an 
Inftrument in the Hands of God, is a Matter 
I meddle ttot with j only wiftiing, that every 
Appearance of Good, every ftirring of Zeal, 
under whatever Form it appears, whether 
in Knowlege, or Ignorance, in Wifdom, or 
Weaknefs, may be direded, and bleffed by 
God, to the beft Ends it is capable of. 

As to myfelf, I feem to myfelf to have no 
otfier Part to Aft, nor any Call to any Thing 
clfe, in this Hurry, and Struggle of Zeal a- 
gainft Zeal, in fuch a Variety of Forms, but 
onlv, and fully to afTert the true Ground, 
and largely open all the Reafons, of that one 
inward Regeneration, which is equally the 
one Thing needful to every Sedt, and the 
one Thing alone that can make every Sed:, or 
Method, or outward Form, not hurtful to 
thQfe that adhere to it. 

For every outward Form, however fpcci- 
0U8 or promifingi will only help us to be 

carnally 
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carnally minded, tillit is in fome degree known, 
to have no other, or better Nature, than that of 
the Shell, which helps us to the Kernel, 

The Doftrines I have publifhed, are in their 
beft State with regard to the Re^cr, as they 
ftand in my Books, and will be lefs ufeful to 
him, when they are drawn into Controv^rfy, 
For this Reafon, I can lend no Help to that. 

This may perhaps feem to your Ladyfhip, as 
if I had too great an OpinioiTof what I had 
done, — And I believe, fuch a free Way of 
fpeaking fometimes in Converfation of my 
own Books, niayhave beenfufpeftedof fmell- 
ing too much of Self-efteem.— But; I can with 
Truth afllire you. Madam, that when I fpeak 
of the Fullnejs and Clearnefs of my own Writ- 
ings, I feel no other Sentiments of Self-fuf- 
ficiency, than when T fpeak of the Goodnefs 
of my own Eyes. Nor do I know how to con- 
fider the one, more than the other, to be any 
Merit of my own 3 and therefore when any 
Man, great or little, contemns, reproaches, or 
afperfes me, or my Books, as void . of Senfe, 
Truth, and Light, I feel no more inward Un- 
eaiinefs, or think myfeif any more hurt, thaa ^:^ 
if he had only told the World, that my Eyes JT 
were miferably bad, and I could fcarce fee to^ 
read, even with the beft Spedacles : And ,^^* 
have no Defire controverfially to defend th^ne, 
more than the other, but contentedly leave mem 
both, to be their.own Proof of wh^t 'they are. 

I was once a kind of Oracle with Mr. JVe/ley. 

K i 
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I never fuipedted any Thing bad of him, or 
ever difcovered any Kind, or Degree of Faife- 
nefs, or Hypocrify in him. 

But during all the Time of his Intimacy- 
with me, I judged him to be much under 
the Power of his own Spirit, which feemed 
to have the Predominancy in every good 
Thing, or Way, that his Zeal carried him to. 

It was owing to hisUnwillingnefs, or Inabi- 
lity to give up his own Spirit, that he was forced 
into that falfe, and rafli Cenfure which he pub- 
iifhed in Print, againft the Myftics: — As Ene- 
mies to goodWorkSy and even tending to Atbeifm. 
A Cenfure fo falfe, and regardiefs of Right and 
Wrong, as hardly any Thing can exceed it; 
which is to be found in a Preface of his to a 
Book of Hymns. — But no more of this. 

, Feb^ i6, 1756. 

LETTER IX. 

To the Same. 
Madam, 

)ft^HE Paflage in the Letter from a pious 
^^X and very excellent Clergyman, as you 
2:r^^ ftile him, calls for no Regard, either 
from your Ladyfhip, or me. More infignificarit 
Words cannot well be put together :— " I think, 
" fays he, Mr. Law has gone half a Bow Shot too 
" far." If I have fhot fo far beyond, or befidc 
;heTru&) he ihould have fhewn where ^ and 
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ivhy^ and how. Without this, his Words are but 
a Random Shot at nothing. His Reafon for this 
Cenfure, is ftill worfe, viz. ^^ becaufe I have 
" touched the Heart- String ofallfy/iematical Di- 
^^ vinityT As grievous a Charge, as if he had 
faid, that I had fhook the very Foundation of 
every Babel in every Country. For not a Syftem 
of Divinity, fince Syftcms wgrein being, whe- 
therPopifhjOrProteftantjdefervesabetterNamc. 

His next Reafon is, " becaufe it Jhouldnot 
" be touched without Skill from ahoveT 

If this Gentleman ever preaches from the 
Pulpit, ^ concerning the Ways of God, and 
the Doctrines of Redemption, without Skill 
from above, all he fays, will be a whole Bow^ 
Shot befide the Matter. 

If therefore, in touching this Point, I have 
touched that, which ought not to be touched 
wi thou tSkill from above, I have taken no bolder 
a Step, than He does, every Time he mounts the 
Pulpit, to give forth the Do<ftrines of Chrift. 

His third Reafon is this, " I chufe in my 
^^ prefent Ignorance^ as touching the Necejfity^ 
^^ and Virtue of an outward Attonetrient^ to 
^^ bow down before the awful SubjeSl. 

But in Trudi, he (hould have faid, I chufe to 
bow down before the awful Hearjt String of all 
Syftematical Divinity, which refolves all the At- 
tonemcntintoan infinite Wrath ^ and Vengeance y 
xaifed in the HoJyDeityytfelf, and wWch would 
not be appcafed, or fatisfied by any Thing elfe", 

K 2 but 
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,but the Sacrifice of an infinite Son of God. It 
is^ by reafon of his Attachment to this Heart 
String, or rather his having fo conflantly preach- 
ed according to it, that he cannot bear a De- 
monftration of the moft glorious Truth, that 
either Heaven or Earth can proclaim, mz. tha)t 
God from Eterftity to Eternity, is mere, un- 
changeable, and ever-overflowing Love; and 
that nothing but this Infinity of never-ceafing, 
never-changing Love, gave the Birth, the Life, 
jhe Suflferings, the Death, Refurredtion, and Af- 
eenfion of Chrift, for the Salvation of all Man- 
Jcind; becaufe in the whole poffible Nature of 
Things, nothing elfe but this whole Procefs of 
a God made Man, could have any Ability, to 
cxtinguilh the Hell, and Wrath of fallen Na- 
ture> and give Man a fecond Birth of fuch a 
Life from above, as could for ever and ever, 
Jiave Union and Communion with the unbe- 
ginning, never-ending, never-changing Trinity 
of Love. 

LETTER X. 

To Mr. J. r. 
- My dear worthy Friend^ 

:}>^ H O M I much love and efteem, your 
Letter, though full of Complaints a- 
hput the State ©f your Heart, was very 
much according to my Mind, and gives me 

great 
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great hopes, that God will carry on the good 
Work he has begun in yoii, and lead you by 
his holy Spirit, through all thofe Difficulties/ 
under which you at prefent Labour. 

The Defire that you have, to be better 
than you find yourfelf at prefent, is God's Call 
begun to be heard within you, and will make 
itfelf to be more heard within you, if, you 
give but way to it, and reverence it as fuch; 
humbly believing that he that calls, will, and 
only can, help you to pay right and full Obedi- 
ence to it. 

As to the Advertifement in the public Papers^ 
it deferved no Regard ffom you, or any one elfe.. 
It muft have come, either from a very ignorant 
and weak Friend, or from a very infignificant 
Enemy to the Writings of J. B. But be it as 
it will, it was not an Objeft of your AttentioUi 
nor could be of any Ufe to you. 

But to come to your own State, You feem to 
yourfelf to be all Infatuation and Stupidity^ be- 
caufe your Head, and your Heart are fo con- 
trary, the one delighting in heavenly Notions, 
the other governed by earthly Paffions, and Pur- 
fuits. It is happy for yt)U, that you know and 
acknowlege this : For only through this Truth, 
through the full and deep Perception of it, can 
you have any Entrance, or fo much as the 
Beginning of an Entrance into the Liberty 
of the Children of God. God is in this Ref- 
ped: dealing with you, as he does with thofe^ 

'K 3 whofe 
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whofe Darknefs is to be changed into Light. 
Which can never be done, till you fully know 

1. the real Badnefs of your own Heart, and 

2. your utter Inability to deliver yourfelf 
from it, by any Senfe, Power, or Aftivity of 
your own Mind. 

And was you in a better State, as to your 
own thinking, the Matter would be worfe with 
you. For the Badnefs in your Heart, though 
you had no Senfibility of it, would ftill be 
tbere^ and would only be concealed, to your 
much greater Hurt. For there it certainly is, 
whether it be feen and found, or not, and fooner 
or iaten muft fhew itfelf in its full Defor- 
mity, or the old Man will never die the Death 
which is due to him, and muft be undergone, 
before the New Man in Chrift can be formed 
in us. 

All that you complain of in your Heart is 
common to Man, as Man. There is no Heart 
that is without it. And this is the one Ground, 
why every Man, as fuch, however different in 
Temper, Complexion, or natural Endowments 
from others, has one and the fame full Reafon, 
and abfolute Neceflity, of being born again 
from above, 

Flefh and Blood, and the Spirit of this World, 
govern every Spring in the Heart of the natural 
Man. And therefore you can never enough 
adore that Ray of divine Light, which breaking 
in upon your Darknefs, has difcovercd this to 

be 



LETTER X- 


135 


be the State of your Heart, and raifed only thofc 
faint Wiflies that you feel to be delivered from it* 

For faint as they are, they have their De- 
gree of Goodnefs in them, and as cerUinly 
proceed fokly from the Goodnefs of God work-- 
ing in your Soul, as the firft Dawning of the 
Morning, is folely from, and wrought by the 
fame Sun, which helps us to the Noon-^Jay 
Light. Firmly, therefore, beheve this, as a 
certain Truth, that the prefent Senfibility of 
your Incapacity for Goodnefs, is to be cherifh- 
ed as a heavenly Seed of Life, as the blefled 
Work of God in your Soul. 

Could you like any Thing in your own 
Heart, or fo much as fancy any Good to be 
in it, or believe that you had any Power of 
your own to embrace and follow Truth, this 
Comfortable Opinion, fo far as it goes, would 
be your turning away from God and all Good- 
nefs, and building iron Walls of Separation 
betwixt God and your Soul. 

For Converfion to God, only then begins 
to be in Trutb^ and Reality y when we fee no- 
thing that can give us the leaft Degree of Faith, 
of Hope, of Trufl:, or Comfort in any Thing, 
that we are of ourfelves. 

To fee Vanity of Vanities in all outward 
Things, to loath and abhor certain Sins, is in- 
deed fometbingj but yet as nothing, in com- 
parifon of feeing and. believing the Vanity of 
Vanities within us, and ourfelves as utterly un- 

K 4 able 
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able to take one fingle Step in true Goodhefsj 
as to add one Cubit to our Stature. 

Under this Convi<Sion, the Gate of Life 
is opened to us. And therefore it is, that all the 
preparatory Parts of Religion, all the various 
Proceedings of God either over our inwardy or 
outward Stztc^ fetting up, and pulling down, 
giving, and taking away. Light, and Darknefs, 
Comfort, and Diftrefs, as independently of us, 

' as he makes the Rain to defcend» and the Winds 
to blow, are all of them for this only End, to 
fcring us to this Convidion, that all that canbe 
called Life, Goody ^LwAHappinefs^ is to come fole- 
ly from God,and not the fmalleft Spark of it from 
ourfelves. When Man \yas firft created, all the 
Good that he had in him was from God alone. 
N. B. This muft be the State of Man for ever.— 
Fromthe Beginning of Time through all Eter- 

. nity, the Creature can have no Goodnefs, but 
that which God creates in it. 

Our fir ft created Goodnefs is loft, becaufc our 
firft Father departed from a full, abfolute De- 
pendance upon God. For a full, continual, un- 
.wavering E)ependance upon God, is that alone 
which keeps God in the Creature, and the 
Creature in God. 

Giir loft Goodnefs can never come again, 
or be found in us, till by a Power from Chrill: 

^living in us, we are brought out of ourfelves, 
and all felfifti Trufts, into that full and blcfs- 
ed Dependance upon God, in which our firft 
Father (hould have lived* Wh^t 
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What Room now, my dear Friend, for Com- 
plaint at the Sight, Senfe, and Feeling of your 
Inability to make yOurfelf better than you are ? 
Did you want thii Senfe^ every Part of your Re- 
ligion would only have the Nature ana Vanity 
of Idolatry, For you cannot come unto God, 
you cannot believe in him, you cannot wor- 
fhip him in Spirit and Truth, till he is regarded 
as the only Giver, and you yourfelf as nothing 
elfe but the Receiver of every hciv^nly Good, 
that can poflibly come to Kfe in you. 

Can it trouble you, that it was God that made 
you, and not you yourfelf ? Yet thjs would be 
as reafonable, as to be troubled that you can- 
not make heavenly Affed:ioh, or divine Pow- 
ers to fpring up, and abide in your Soul. 

God muftfor ever be God alone; Heaven, 
and the heavenly Nature are his, and muft for 
ever and ever be received only from him, and 
for ever and ever be only preferved, by an entire 
Dependance.upon, and Truft in him. Now as 
all the Religion of fallen Man, fallen from Go4 
into himfelf, and the Spirit of this World, has 
no other End, but to bring us back to an en^ 
tire Dependa?2ce u^on God 3 fo we mayjuftly 
fay, BlefTed is that Light, happy is that Con- 
vidtion, which brings us into a full and fettled 
DefpaiiS of evejr having the leaft Good from 
ourfelve^. ' 

Then are we truly brought, and laid at the 
Gate of Mercy : At which Gate, no Sojjl ever 
did, or qafi lay in vain. A 
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A broken and contrite Heart God will not 
dcfpifc. That is, God will not, God can- 
not pafs by, overlook, or difregard it. But 
the Heart is then only broken and contrite, 
when all its ftrong Holds are broken down, 
all falfe Coverings taken off, and it fctSy with 
inwardly opened Eyes, every Thing to be bad, 
falfe, and rotten, that does, or can proceed 
from it as its own. 

But you will perhaps 'fay, that your Con-- 
viSiion is only an uneafy Senfibility of your 
own State, and has not the Goodnefs of a 
broken and contrite Heart in it. 

Let it be fo, yet it is rightly in order to it, 
and it can only begin, as it begins at prefent 
in you. Your Convidion is certainly n6t full 
and perfeift ; for if it was, you would not 
complain, or grieve at Inability to help or 
mend yourfelf, but would patiently exped:, 
and only look for Help from God alone. 

But whatever is wanting in your Convic- 
tion, be it what it will, it cannot be added by 
yourfelf, nor come any other Way, than as 
the higheft Degree of the divine Life can come 
into it. 

Know therefore your Want of this, as. of all 
other Goodnefs. But know alfo/at the fame 
Time, that it cannot be had through ypur own 
"willing and rimning^ but through God that 
iheweth Mercy j that is to fay, through God 
who giveth us Jefus Chrift. For Jefus Chrift 

\ is 
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- is the one only Mercy of God to all the fallen 
World, 

Now if all the Mercy of God is only to be 
found in Chrift Jefus, if he alone can fave us 
from our Sins ; if he alone has Power to heal 
all our Infirmities, and reflore original Righ- 
teoufnefs, what Room for any other Pains, 
Labour, or Enquiry, but where^ zndbow Chrift 
is to be foujnd. 

It matters not what our Evils are, Deadnefs, 
Blindnefs, Infatuation, Hardnefs of Heart, Co- 
vetoufnefs, Wrath, Pride, and Ambition, (Sc. 
our Remedy is always one and the fame, al- 
ways at hand,, always certain and infallible. 
Seven Devils are as eafily caft out by Chrift as 
one. He came into the World, jiot to fave 
from this, or that Diforder, but to deftroy all 
the Power and Works of the Devil in Man. 

. If you alk where ^ and how Chrift is to be 
found ? I anfwer, in your Heart, and by your 
Heart, aad no where elfe, nor by any Thing 
elfe. 

But you will perhaps fay, it is your very 
Heart that keeps you a Stranger to Chrift, 
and him to you, becaufe your Heart is all bad, 
as unholy as a Den of Thieves. 
. I anfwer, that the finding this to be the 
State of your Heait, is the real finding of 
Chrift in it. 

For nothing elfe but Chrift can reveal, and 
make manifeft the Sin and Evil in you. And 

he 
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he that Difcovers, is the fame Chrift that takci 
away Sin. So that, as foon as complaining 
Guilt, fets itfelf before you, and will be feen, 
you may be aflured, that Chrift is in yon of 
a Truth. 

For Chrift muft firft come as a Difcoverer 
and Reprover of Sin. It is the infallible Proof 
of his holy Prefence within you. 

Hear him, reverence him, fubmit to him 
as a Difcoverer and Reprover of Sin. Own 
hi^ Power and Prefence in the Feeling of your 
Guik, and then he that wounded, will heal, 
he that found out the Sin, will take it away, 
and he who fhewed you your Den of Thieves, 
will turn it into a holy Temple of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft. 

And now. Sir, you may fee, that your 
Doubt and Enquiry of me, whether your 
Will was rea/ly free^ or not^ was groundlefe. 

You have no Freedom, or Power of Will, 
to affume any holy Temper, or take hold of 
fuch Degrees of Goodnefs, as you have a Mind 
to have. For nothing is, or ever cap be good- 
nefs in you, but the one Life^ Lights and Spi- 
- rit of Chrift, revealed, formed, and* begotten 
' in your Soul. Chrift in us, is our only Good- 
nefs, as Chrift in us, is our Hope of Glory* But 
Chrift in lis is the pure free Gift of God to us. 

But you have a true and full Freedom of 
Will and Choice, either to /fijfyjf, znA give up 
your helptefs Self, to the Opecatioa of God- on 

your 
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your Soul, or to rely upon your own rational 
' Induftry, and natural Strength of Mind, This 
is the Truth of the Freedom of your Will, in 
your firft fetting out, which is a Freedom that 
ho Man wants, or can want io long as he is in 
the Body. And every unregenerate Man has 
this Freedom. 

If therefore you have not that which you 
want to have of God, or are not that which 
you ought to be in Chrift Jefus, it is not 
. becaufe you have no free Power of leaving 
yourfelf in the Hands, and under the Operation 
of God, but becaufe the fame Freedom of your 
Will, feeks for Help where it cannot be had, 
namely, in fpme Strength and Ad:ivity of your 
own Faculties. 

Of this Freedom- of Will it is faid, Accord-- 

ing to thy Faith y fo be it done unto thee ; that is 

to fay, according as thou leaveft and trufteft 

■ thyfclf to God, fo will his Operation be in thee. 

This is the real, great magic Power of the 
iirft turning of the Will ; of which it is truly 
{aid, that it always ^^//j that which it willeth, 
iand carf have nothing elfe. 

When this Freedom of the Will wholly 
' i€a'\:)es itfelf to, God, faying, not mine, but thy 
Will be done, then it hath that, which it 
wiUeth. The Will of God is done in it^ 
It is in God, It. hath divine; Power. It 
worketh with God> and by God;, and comes 
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at length to be that Faith, which can remove 
Mountains ; and nothing is too hard for it. 

And thus it is, that every unregencrate Son 
of jiJam hath Life and Death in his own 
Cboicey not by any natural Power of taking 
which he will, but by a full Freedom, either of 
leavingy and trufting himfelf to the redeeming 
Operation of God, which is eternal Life, or of 
adting according to his own Will and Power 
in Flcfli and Blood, which is eternal Death. 

And now, my dear Friend, let me tell you, 
that as here lies all the true and real Freedom, 
which cannot be taken from you, fo in the 
conftant Exercife of this Freedom, that is, in a 
continual leaving yourfelf to, and depending 
upon the Operation of God in your Soul, lies 
all your Road to Heaven. No divine Virtue 
can be had any other Way. 

All the Excellency and Power of Faith, 
Hope, Love, Patience, and Refignation, &c. 
which are the true and only Graces of the ipi- 
ritual Life, have no other koot or Ground, 
but this free, full leaving of yourfelf to God, 
and are only fo many different ExprefEons of 
your willing nothing, feeking nothing, trufting 
to nothing, but the life-giving Power of his 
holy Prefence in your Soul. 

To fum up all in a Word. Wait patiofitlyj 
truft humbly, depend only upon, feekfolely to a 
God of Light and Love, of Mercy and <^x)d- 
ncfs, of Glory and Majefty, evcf dwelling in 

the 
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the inmoft Depth and Spirit of your Soul. 
There you have all the fecret, hidden, invi- 
fible Upholder of all the Creation, whofe 
bleflcd Operation will always ^ be found by a 
humble, faithful, loving, calm, patient Intro- 
vcrfion of your Heart to him, who has his 
hidden Heaven within you, and which will 
open itfelf to you, as foon as your Heart is 
left wholly taWs eternal ever-fpeaking Woj^d, 
and ever fanftifying Spirit within you. 

Beware of all Eagernefs and Activity of 
your own natural Spirit and Temper. Run 
not in any hafty Ways of your own. Be 
patient under the Senfe of your own Vanity 
and Weaknefs \ and patiently wait for God to 
do his own Work, and in his own Way, For 
you can go no fafter, than a full Dependance 
upon God can carry you. 

You will perhaps fay, Am I then to be idle, 
and do nothing towards the Salvation of my 
Soul ? No, you muft by no means be idle, but 
earneftly diligent, according to your Meafure, 
in all good Works, which the Law and the 
Golpel dired: you to, both with Regard to 
your Self, and other People. 

Outward good Works to other People, 
may be juftly confidered as God's Errand on 
which you are fent, and therefore to be done 
faithfully, according to the Will, and in obe- 
dience to him that fent you. 

But nothing thajt you do, or pradife as a 
Good to your felf, and other People, is in its 

pro- 
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proper State, grows from its right Root, or 
reaches its trueEnd,till you look for no willing, 
nor depend upon any doing that which is good, 
but by Chrift, the Wifdona and Power of 
<3od, living in you. I caution you only againft 
all Eagernefs and Adivity of your own Spirit, 
fb far as it leads you to feek, and truft to fomcr 
thing that is not God, and Chrift within you. 
I recommend to you Stilnefs, Calmnefs, Pa- 
tience, &c. not to make you lifelcfs, and indif-r 
ferent about good Works, or indeed with any 
Regard to them, but folely with regard to 
your Faith, that it may have its. proper Soil to 
grow in, and becaufe all Eagernefs, Reftlefe^' 
nefs, Hafte, and Impatience, either with regard 
to God, or ourfelves, are not only great Hin^ 
drances, but real Defed:s of our Faith and 
Dependance upon God. 

Laftly, be courageous then, and full of 
Hope, not by looking at any Strength of your 
own, or fancying that you now know how to 
be wifer in your jelf, than you have hitherto 
been; ho, this will only help you to find more 
and more Defefts of Weaknefs in -your felfj 
but be courageous in Faith, and Hope^ an4 
Dependance upon God. And be afluried, 
that the one infallible Way to all that is good,- 
is-never to be weary in waiting, trufting> and 
depending upon God raanifefted in Ghrift JcfuSa 

I am your hearty Friend 
March 20, i7s6. and fFeUrffTt/her. 
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To a Perfon bbrdened with inward: an4<- 
. outward Troubks. 

Worthy 5/r, 

NY Heart embraces you, with all 
I the Tehdernels and Affedion of 
t Chriftian Love ; and I earlieftly , 
I beg of God, to make me a Mef> 
fengcr of Bii Peace to your Scwl. 
You feem to apprehend, I may be much 
fiirprifed at the Account you have girett of 
yourfclf J but I am neither furprifed, ndr"of- 
fended at it } I neither condemn, nor lament 
your £{late, but Hiall endeavour to fhew you, 
how foon it may be made a Ble(Ting and Hap^ 
pinefs to you. In order to which, I fhall not 
enter into a Confideration of the different 
Kinds of Trouble you have fet forth at 
large. I think it better to lay before you th«' 
fne true Ground and Root, from whence all 
the Evil and Diforders of Human Life have 
fprung. This will make it eafy for you to 
iee, what that is, which muft, arid odiy cah, 
be the full Remedy and Relief for aU <^ theii},' 
;L ' -howi 
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how different roever» either in Kind^ or De- 

The Saipture has afTured us, that God 
made Mao- in bis own Image and Lihinefs ; a 
foffidenfPi'Oof, that Man, in hisr firft Statc» 
as he came forth from God, muft haye been 
ayblofeljr free from all Vanity, Want, or 
Diftrefs of any Kind, from any Thing either 
within, or without him.~-It would be quit^ 
abfurd and blafphemous, to fuppofe, that a 
Creature beginning to exift in the kntge and 
Likenefs of God, (hould have Vanity of Ufe^ 
or Vexation of Spirit: A God^like rerfedioB' 
of Nature^ and a painfu), diftrefled M^rtiMt^' 
Aand in the utmoft Contrariety xotftnt^wbo^ 
t)ier. 

j ulgain^ the Scripture has aflured us, that 
Man that h born of a tFoman^batb but ajhort 
%imetohv€^ and is full of Mifsry : Therefore 
Man now is not that Creature that he was 
hy his Creation. The firfl divine and God- 
like Nature of Adam, which was to^have 
been immortally Holy in Union with God, 
is. lofts and inftead of it, a poor Mortal pf 
earthly Fle(h and Bbod, born like a wild 
W% Colt, of a (hort Life, and fuU of Mife- 
ry, IS through a vain Pilgrimage, to end in 
Diift and Aihes. Therefore, let every Evil, 
whether inward, or outward, only teach you 
this Tr^th, that Man has infallibly loft ^. 
' &ft divine Life in Gf^; and that no poifible 

Comfort 
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Comfort, or Deliverance is to be eiqpededi 
but only in this one Thing, that th(mg^ Mia 
bad ioft hiB God, yet God is becooaie Mto^ 
that Man may be again alive in God, at at 
the firft. For all the Mifcry and Diftrefe of 
haaian Nature, whether of Body or Mind, 
IS wholly owing to this $ne Caufe^ that God is 
fiot in Mim, nor Mau in Gad^ as the State of 
bis Natare requires : It is, becaufe Man hae 
loft ih9Xfirfi Life of God in his Soul, in and 
for which be was created. He loft this Light, 
uyi Spirit, and Lilfe of God, by turning his 
Will, Imaftination, and Defire, int^ a tafting 
smd Senfibility of the Good aiKi Evil of this 
earthly beftial World. 

Now here are two Things railed np in 
Man, inftead of the Life ef God : Firfi, Self 
IT Selfijhnefs^ brought forth by his chufing to 
luve a Wifdom of his own^ contrary to the 
V/iU and Inftrudtion of his Creator. Secondly^ 
m earthiy» beftial, mortal Life and Body, 
bnrought fprth by his eating that Food, which 
was Poifpn to his paradidcal Nature* Both 
thefe muft therefore be removed ; that is, a 
Man muft firft totally die to Self and ail 
^rthly Defires, Views, and Intentions, be- 
fore he can be again in God, as his Nature - 
md firft Creation requires. 

But now if this be a certain and immutable 
Truth, that Man, (0 long as he is a felf^, 
fartbly^minded Creature, optuft be deprived of 
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his true Life, the Life of God, the Spirit of 
Heaven in bis Soul ; then how is the Face of 
Th^s changed ! For then, what Life is fo 
much to be dreaded, as a Life of worldly Eafe 
^d Profperity ? What a Mifery, nay. what a 
Curfe, is there in every Thing that gratifies 
and nouciCbes our Self-love, Self-efteem, and 
Scilf-feeking ? On the other Hand, what Hap* 
pinefs is there in all inward and outward 
Troubles and Vexations, when they force us 
to feel and know the Hell that is hidden 
within us,, and the Vanity of every Thing 
without us, when they turn all our Self-love 
into Self-abhorrence, and force us to call upon 
God to fave us from Ourfelves, to give us a 
new Life» new Light, and new Spirit in 
Chriji Jefus. • 

. " O Happy Famine,'* might the poor Pro- 
digal have well faid, ^^ which, by reducing 
me to the Necedity of afking to eat Hvfks 
with Swine, ir ought me to tnyfelf and 
caufed my Return to my firft Happinefs in 
my Father's Houfe." 
Now, I will fuppofe your diftrcffed State 
tp be as you reprelent it ; inwardly, Dark- 
nefs, Heavinefs, and Confuiion of Thoughts 
and Paffions > outwardly, ill Ufage from 
Friends, Relations, and all the World j una- 
tde to (Irike up the lead Spark of Light or 
Comfort, by any Thought or Reafonipg of 
your own. , 

O happy 
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. O happy Famine, which leaves you not (o 
much as the Hufk of one human Comfort to 
feed upon ! For this is the Time and Place 
for all that Good and Life and Sahaticn to 
happen to you, which happened to the pro^ 
digal Son. Your Way is as (hort, and your 
Succefs as certain as his was r You have no 
more to do than he had} you need not call 
out for Books, or Methods of Devotion ; fot^ 
in your prefent State, much reading, and 
borrowed Prayers, are not your beft Method: 
All that you are to ofFer to God, all that is to 
-help you to find him to be your Saviour and 
Redeemer, is beft taught and expreiled By the 
diftrefled State of your Heart. 
. Only let your prefent and paft Diftreft 
make you feel and acknowledge this twofold 
great Truth : Firji^ That in and of yourfelf, 
you are q6 thing but Darknefs, Vanity, and 
Mifery ; Secondly, ihsLi of yourfelf, you can 
no more help yourfelf to Light and Comfort, 
than you can create an Angel. People at all 
Times can feem to aflbnt to thefe two Truths $ 
but then it is an Ailent that has no Depth or 
Reality, and fo is of little or no Ufe : But 
your Condition has opened your Heart for a 
deep and full Convi<flion of thefe Truths* 
Now give Way, I befeech you, to this Con- 
vidion, and hold thefe two Truths, in the 
Jame Degree of Certainty as you know two 
$uid two to be four, and then you iu:e with 

J^ 3 . th« 
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the Prodigal come to yourfelf^ and above HALF 
youR Work is done. 

Being now in the full Pofleflion of thcfe 
two Truths, feeling them in the fame Degree 
of Certainty, as you feel your own Exiftence, 
you are, under this Senfibility, to give up 
yourfelf abfolutely and entirely to God in 
Chrift Jcfus, as into the Hands of infinite 
Ijove ; firmly believing this great and infal* 
lible Truths Thai God has no Will towards 
you, but that of infinite Love^ and iofinice 
Defire to make yoo a Partaker of his divine 
Nature ; and that it is as aijblut^fy impoffibh 
ibr the Father of our Lord Jefos Chrift, to 
refufe ^U that Good and Life and Salivation 
ivhich you want, as it is for you to tai^e it by 
your own Power. 

, O drink deep of thii Cup ! for the pecioui 
Water of eternal Life is in it. Turn unt« 
God with this Faith ; caft yourfelf iptp thit 
jihy/s ^fjLove ; and then you will be in that 
State the Prodigal was in, when he f;|id, / 
mU arife and go to my Father^ and will Jay 
Hnt6 bim^ Father^ I have finned 4gainfi JEfoi- 
ven^ and before tbee^ and am no, snore worthy 
to be called thy Son ; and all that will be fuK 
filled in you, which is related of him. 

Maike this, therefore, the twofold BxeF« 
cife of your Heart : Now^ bowing yourfelf 
idown before Ood, in the deepeftSenfe and. 
^cknQW](edgment of your own Notbmgnef» 
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and Vilenefs ; then^ Uoking up unto God \i^ 
Faith and love, conGder him as always exr 
tending the A»*ms of his Mercy towards you, 
iand full of an infinite Defire to dweil in you, 
as he dwells in Augeis in Heaven.. Content 
yourfeU with tiiis inward and limple Excixife 
of your Heart, for a ^vhile ; and feek, or likp 
nofhrng in any Book, but that whicli nou- 
rifhes and ftrengihens this State of your Heart, 

Cowe unto me^ lays the holy Jcfus, ali ye 
that Ul^ur^ and ar^ beaiy laden, and I wiii 
rejrejh you. H^re is no re for you to live up- 
on, more Lighr for your Mi d, more of 
XJndlion for your Heart, than in Voji!ri'ir.s olf 
human Inftru(ition. Pick up the WoiJs of 
the holy Je us, and beg of liim to be tr;e 
Ziight and Life of your Soul : Love the SouncJ 
of his Name ; for Jelbs is the Love^ the 
Snveetnefs^ the compaffiondte Goodnefi^ of the 
Deity itfelf ; which became Man, that fo 
Men might have Power to become the Sons 
of God. Love and pity and wi(h well to 
every Soul in the World j dwell in Love, and 
then you dweH in God; bate nothing but th^ 
Evil that (lirs in yoar own Heart. 

Teach your Heart this Prayer, till your 
Heart continually (aith, though not with out-^ 
ward Words ; " O holy Jcfus : tneck Lamb 
** of God! Bread that came down from 

Heaven ! Light and Life of all holy Souls f 

hflp Qii^ to a true and living Faith in thee* 

L 4 !' O do 
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" O ck) thou open thyfclf wit bin me^ with all 
•• thy holy Nature, Spirit, Tempers, and In- 
** clinations, that I may be born again of 
^* thee, in thot a new Creature, quickened 
•* and revived, led and governed by thy holy 
••Spirit/* 

Prayer fo praftifed, becomes the Lif^ of 
the Soul^ and the true Food of Eternity. Keep 
in this State of Application to God 5 and then 
you will infallibly find it to be the true Way 
of rifing out of the Vanity of Time, into the 
Riches of Eternity. 

Do not expeft, or look, for the fame De- 
grees of fenfible Fervour. — The Matter lies not 
there. — Nature will have its Share ; but the 
Ups and Downs of that are to be overlooked. 
Whilft your. Will- Spirit is good, and fet right, 
the Changes of creaturely Fervour JefTen not 
your; Union with God. It is the Abyfs of 
the Heart, an unfathomable Depth of Eter- 
nity within UF, as much above fenfible Fer- 
vour, as Heaven is above Earth : it is ibi^ 
that works our Way to God, and unites with 
Heaven. . This Abyfs of the Heart, is the 
divine Nature apd Power within us, which 
never .calls upon God in vain ; but whether 
helped or deferted by bodily Fervour, pene*-" 
trates through all outward Nature, as eafily 
and effedlually as our Thoughts can leave our 
Bodies^ and reach into the Regions of Eter- 
mty. 
■ •■ ' The 
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The. Poverty of our fallen Nature, the de- 
praved Workings of FkOi and Blood, the 
corrupt Tempers of our polluted Birth in this 
World, do us no hurt, fo long as the Spirit 
of Prayer works contrary to them, and longs 
for the firil Birth of the Light and Spirit of 
Heaven. All our natural Evil ceafes to hot 
our own Evil^ as foon a& our Will- Spirit turns 
from it ; it then changes its Nature, lofes all 
its Poifon and Death, and only becomes our 
holy Q-ofs, on which v^e happily die from Self 
and thiS: World into the Kingdom of Heaven*- 

Would you have done with Error, Scruple, 
and Delufion ? Confider the Deity to be tho 
greatefl: Love, the greateft Meeknefs, the 
greateft Sweetnefs, the eternal "unchangeable 
Will to be a Good and BleJJing to every Crea^ 
ture ; and that ^11 the Milery , Darknefs^ and 
Peath of fallen Angels and fallen Menr, con«^ 
^ft in their having loft their Likenefi ta this 
Divine Nature. Confider yourfelfp and all 
the fallen World, as having nothing to. feeb 
or wife for, but by the Spirit €ff Prayer ta 
draw into the Life of your Soul, Rays atul 
Sparks of this divine, meek, loving^ tender 
Nature of > God. Confider the ho!y Jefus aa 
the Qift ofGo^ to ypur Soul, to begin and 
fini(h the Birth of God and Heaven withia 
you, in Spight of every inward or outward 
Enemy. Thefe three infallible Truths, hear- 
tily einbraced, and made the Nooriihment of 

your 
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Sor Soul, ihorten and fecore the Way to 
eaven, and leave no Room for Error, Scro* 
pie, or Delufion. 

Exped: no Life, Light, Strength, or Coai- 
fort, bat from the Spirit of God, dwelling 
and Dfianifefting his own Goodnefs in your 
SouK The beft of Mm, and the beft of 
Books, can only do you good, fo far as they 
torn yoa from themfelves, and every human 
Thing, to feck, and have, and receive every 
Kind of Good from God alone ; not a diftant, 
or an abfent God, but a God living, moHng, 
and alwaya working in the Spirit and Heart 
of your Soul, 

They never .find God, who feek for %htm 
by Reaibning and Speculation ; for fince God 
is ^die higheft Spirit, and the higbeft Life, 
Mthing but a like Spirit, and a like Life, can 
unite with him, find or fee), or know any 
Thing nf htm. Hence it is, that Faith, and 
Hope, and Love, turned towards God, are 
the only poffible, and alfo infallible Means of 
cbtatnmg a tmt and living Knowledge of him* 
And the Reaibn is plain, it is becaufe by thefe 
H^ ^mpers^ which are the Workings of 
Spirit and Ufe within us, we feek the Gk>d of 
Li& nobtn beis^ we call opon him with his 
raw Voice, we draw near to him by bis &wn 
Spirit I fbr nothing can breathe forth Faith, 
Md Love, and Hope to God, but that Spirit 
9nd Ltie which is of GoA ^ and which therefore 

tbrou|;li 
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throng FkQ) and Blood t^os prdTe^ towaidi 
hinii tnd readily anices with him. 

There isiiot a niore infallible Troth io the 
World than this, that neither Reafoning mr 
Learning can ever introduce a Spark of Heaven 
into our Souls: Buc if this be io, then yoa 
have nothing to icek, nor any Thing to fear^ 
frooi Reafon. Life ^ni Death are the Things 
in Qaeftion : They, are neither of tbem the 
Growih of Reafoning or Learnings but each 

of them IS a State of the Soul, and onlv thui 

^ 

differ, Death is the Want^ and Life the Enjoys 
ment 4if ifs higheft Gowi, Reafon, therefore^ 
and Learning, have no Power here ; but only 
by their vain A£Uvity to keep the Soul infea« 
iible of that Life and Deaths one of which it 
always growing up in it, according as tbt 
Will and Defire of the Htart worketh. Add 
Reafon to a Vegetable, and you add nothing 
to its Life or Death. / Its Life and FruitfiA^ 
nefs lieth in the Soundneis of its Root, th< 
Goodnefs of the Soil, and the Riches it Ae^ 
rives from Air and Light. Heaven and Hdl 
grow thus in the Soul of every Man : His 
Heart is bis Root ; if that is turned from all 
Evil, it is then like the Plant in a good Soil i 
when it hungers and thirds after the the di<* 
vine Life, it then infallibly draws the Light 
and Spirit of God into it, whk:h are infinitely 
more ready and willing to li^ and frudify i» 
jtbe Sgul^ tli^o Lighi and Air ta irater ioto 

the 
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the Plant, that hangers after them. For the 
Soul hath its Breath, and Being, and Life, 
for no other End, bnt that the Triune God 
may manifeft the Riches and Powers of his 
own Life in it. 

Thus Hunger is all, and in all Worlds, every 
Thing lives in it, and by it ; nothing elfe eats, 
6r partakes of Life ; and every Thing eats ac- 
cording to its own Hunger. Every Thing hlin? 
gers afier its own Mother, that is, every Thing 
has a natural magnetick Tendency to partake 
of that froin which it. had its Being, and can 
only find it;s Refl in that fiX>m 'whence it came* 
*— Dead as well as living Things bear Witnefs 
to this Truth : The Stones fall to the Earth, 
the Sparks iiy upwards, for this only Reafon, 
becaufe every Thing mufl tend towards that 
froto whence it came. 

Were .not Angels and the Souls of Men 
fapeathed forth from God, as fo many real 
Offsprings of the Divine Nature, it would be 
as impoSble for them to have any Defire of 
God, as for Stones to go upwards, and the 
Flame downwards. Thus you may fee, and 
feel, that: the Spirit of Prayer not only proves 
fhat you came from God, but is your certain 
Way of returning to Him. 

When, therefore, it is the one ruling, ne- 
ver ceafing Defire of our Hearts, that God 
may be the Beginning and End^ the Reafon 
and Afotive, the Rule and Meafure^ of our 

doings 
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doing, or not doing, from Morning to Night ; 
then every where, whether fpeaking or filenty^ 
whether inwardly or outwardly employed, we 
are equally offered up to the eternal Spirit 
have our Life in Him and from Him, and 
are united to Him, by that Sfnrit of Frajer^ 
which is the Comfort, the Support, the 
Strength and Security of the Soul, travelling 
by the Help of God, through the Vanity of 
Time into the Riches of Eternity. For this 
Spirit of Prayer^ let us willingly give up all 
that we inherit from our &llen Father, . to be 
zl\ Hunger and THr;^ after God ; iand to have 
no Thought or Care, but how to be wholly, 
his devoted Inftruments^ every where, avd 
in every Thing, his adoring, joyfiil, and thank-' 
ful Servants. Have your Eyes ifaut, and Ears 
flopped to every. Thing, that is hot a Step 
in that Ladder that reaches from Earth to 
Heaven. 

Reading is good, Hearing is good, Con- 
ixerfation and Meditation are good ; but then 
they are only good at Times and Occafions, 
in a certain Degree ; and muft be ufed and^ 
governed, with fuch Caution, as we eat and 
drink, and rcfrefli ourfelvcs, or. they will 
bring forth in us the Fruits of Intemperance. 
But the Spirit of Prayer is for all Times, and 
all Occaiions ; it is a Lamp that is to be al- 
ways burning, a Light to be ever (hioing ; 
every Thing calls for it, every Thing is to be 

done 
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done in it» and governed by it ; becattfe it if, 
tad meanSi and wills nothing elfey but' the 
whole Totaiky of the Soul, not doing dUs or 
tbtt» bot wholly, inoeflantly given up to God, 
tD be wbere^ and ^mbat^ and hno he pleafes. 

Thh Slate of al^olute Refignation^ trnkd 
Fmib^ and pure Love of God^ is the higheft 
FerftdioD, and mod purified Life of thofe, 
who are born agam fron) above, and through 
die Divine Power become Sons of God : And* 
k is neither more nor lefe, than what our ble(» 
led Redeemer has called, and qualified ns to 
long and afpire after, in thefe Words: ^Ckt 
JGngdem come i thy Will be Jme, en Bartb^ 
m it is in Heaven. It is to be foc^ht for in 
the Simplicity of a litde Child, vntfaout being 
captivated with any myfierbus .Dq)ths or 
Heights of Speculation ; writhout coveting any 
Knowledge, or wanting to fee any Ground 
of Nature, Grace, or Creature, but fo far as 
it brings us nearer to God, forces us to forget 
and reoouBce every Thing for Himi to do 
every Thing in Him, with Him, and lor 
Him ; and to give every breathing, moving, 
ftirring. Intention, and Defire of our Heart, 
Soul, Spirit, and Life to Him. ' 

Let every Creature have your Love^ Love 

ith its Fruits of Meekfiefs, Patience^ and 

MundUty^ is all that we can with for to oor*^ 

ft Iveri, and our fellow Creatures } for this is 

. to 
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to life in God^ iiaited to biix^ both for Timt 
and Eterniiy. 

Todeiire to cominunicate Qoodi toererf 
Creature, in the Degree. we cm^ mid. it k 
capable of receiving frodi us, is a Divioci 
Temper ; ht thus God llandt uodmngcaUly 
difpofed tpwards the whde Creation : fiut ifib 
me add my Requeft.^ as yoii value the Peaoc;. 
which God has brought forth by his Ho^. 
Spirit in ypu» as you 4efire to be oootinuallf . 
taught by an Un^ioD from above, that you 
would on OQ Account enter into any Dilute 
with any pne about the Truths of SalvMioQ 9. 
but give them every Help^ but that of dcfaotw 
ing with them ; for no Man has Fitne6 ht 
the Light of the Gofpel, till he finds Uk. 
Hangar and Thirft, and Want of .fomethiag. 
better, than that which he has and is by Na«« 
ture* Yet we ought not to check our lodi- 
nations^ to help others in every Way we oaii. 
Only do what you do, as a Work of God y 
and then, whatever may be the Event, you 
will have Reafon to be content with the Suc«^ 
cefs that God gives it« lie that hath Ears t$ 
bear^ lit him bear ; may be enough for yba, 
as well as it was for our bleiTed Lord. 

The next Thing that belongs to us, andL 
which is alfo Godlike, is a true unfeigned 
Patience, and Meeknefs, (hewing every Rind 
of Good- Will and tender AiFe£tion towards, 
thofe that turn a deaf Ear to my looking 

upon 
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upon it to be full as contrary to God's Me- 
thody and the good State of our own Hearty 
to difpate with any one in contentious Words^ 
as to fight with him for the Truths of Salva- 
tiom 

\ Come, unto tney all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden^ and I will give you Refiy faith our 
lAttkd Lord. He called none elfe, becaufe 
no one elfe hath Ears to hear, or a Heart to 
receive the Truths of Redemption. 
: Every Man is a vain Difputer, till fuch 
Time as fomething has. difturbed his State^ 
and awakened in him a Senfibility of his own 
evil and miferable Nature. -We are all of us 
afraid both of inward and outward Diftre(s i 
and yet, till Diftrefs comes, our Life is but 
a Dream, and we have no awakened Senfi- 
bility of our own trae State. 

We are apt to confider Parts and Abilities, 
as the proper Qualifications for the Reception 
of divine Truths ; and wonder that a Man of 
a fine Under ftanding fhould not immediately 
embrace juft and folid Dodtrincs: But the 
Matter is quite other wife. Had Man kept 
Pofifefiion of his firft rich and glorious State, 
there had been no Foundation for the Gofpel 
Redemption ; and the Do<ftrine of the Crofs, 
mud have appeared quite unreafonable to be' 
prefifed upon him: And therefore fays our 
Lord) To the Poor the Gofpel is preached. It 
is folely to them^ and none elfe : That is, to 

poor 
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poor fallen Man, that has loft all the true na-- 
tural Riches and Greatnefs of his firfl Divine 
Life; to him is the Gofpel preached. But 
if a Man knows and feels nothing of this Po- 
verty of his Nature, he is not that Perfon to 
whom the Gofpel belongs : It has no mora 
Suitablenefs to his State, than it had to Man, 
unfallen : And then the greater his Parts and 
Abilities are, the better is he qualified to (hevr 
the Folly of every Dodrine of that Salvation^ 
of which he has no want. 

Such a Man, though he may be of an hu^ 
mane, ingenuous, generous and frank Nature^ 
of lively Parts and much candour, is never- 
thelefs entirely ignorant of the Depth of the 
Heart of Man, and the Neceflities of Human 
Nature. As yet (though he knows it not) he 
is only at Play and Paftime, pleaiing himfelf 
with fuppofed deep Enquiries after ftridl 
Truth, iwhilft he is only fporting himfelf with 
lively, wandring Images of This and That, 
juft as they happen to dart up in his mind. 
Could but he fee himfelf in the State of the 
poor diftrefled prodigal Son, and find thai; 
himfelf is the very Perfon there recorded, he 
would then, but not till then, fee the Fit*- 
fiefs of that Redemption, which is offered 
him by the Mercy of God in Christ Jesus/ 
But fuch an one, alas ! is rich ; he is lound ; 
Light is in his ovyn Power, Goodnefs is in 
bis own PofTeflion : Me feels, no Diftrefs or 

M Darknefs) 
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Darknefs ; but has a Cruvible of Reafon and' 
judgment J that on every Occafion feparates 
Gold from Drols : And, therefore, he muft 
^ be left to himfelf, to his own Elyfium^ tHl • 
f6mahing more than Argument and Difpd* 
t^tibn awakens him out of thefe gdlden 
Dreamt. 

Let us beware alfo of the religious Pha* 
rifee, who raves 2i:^m^ fpiritual Religion^ be^ 
ctiufe it touches the ^ery Heart-Jiring of all 
fyjtematical Divinity^ and Jhakes the niery" 
Foundation of every B A B £ L in cveiy 
Country ; for not a Syftem of Divihitjf,' 
fince Syftems were in being, whether Popi£h* 
or Proteftant, deferves a better Name. 

All Preachers of the true fpiritual Mj^iV 
of the Gofpel, of a Birth, Light and Lite 
from above, in and by Jesus Christ (whicli' 
aire the Myftic Writers of every Age) 
ever were, and will b6, treated by the 
reigning fa(hionable Orthodoxy, as Enemies^ 
to the outward Gofpel, and its Services, joft. 
sis the Prophets of God (who were the Myftic 
Preachers of the Jewijb Difpcnfation) vrttt 
by the then reigning Orthodoxy, condemned 
and defpifed, for calling People to a fpiritual 
Meaning of the dead Letter, to a Holineft 
infinitely greater than that of their outward 
Sacrifices, Types, and Ceremonies. 

Whoever he is that has any Situation of 
his own to difend/ be it that of a celebrated^ 

Preacher^ 
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Preacher, a Champion for received Ortho-- 
doxy, a Head, a Leader, or Follower of any 
SeA, or Party, or particular Method ; or that 
iefsms, both in his own Eyes, and in the 
Eyes of others, to have made himfelf figni-*. 
firant in any kind of religious Diftindtion; 
every fuch Perfon, fooner or later, will find, 
that he has much of that very fame to give 
up, which hindered the zealous, and emi- 
nently religious Pharifee from converting to 
ChrisTj in the Spirit of a little Child. 

Nor doth it help the Matter, that fuch an 
one abounds with Piety and Excellency ; for 
St Paul was governed by a Spirit of great 
Piety, great Excellency, and Zeal for God. 
He fays of himfelf, that when he was perfe- 
cttting the Difciples of Chrift, he lived in all . 
gpod Confcience^ as touching the Law blamelefs^ 
and according to the ftraitejl SeSl of the 
yewijh Religion : For the Pharifces, though 
many of them had all that Hypocrify and 
Rottennefs which Chrift laid to their Charge, 
yet as a Sedt, they were an Order of mod 
confefled and refplendent Sandity; and yet 
the more earned and upright they were in 
this kind of Zeal for Goodnefs, the more 
earneftly they oppofed and condemned the 
heavenly JMy ft ery of a new Life frorn Christ, 
as appears from Sit Paul. 

This Sedt of the Pharifees did not ceafe 
with the Jewijh Church ; it only loft its old 

Ma Name 3 
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Name ; it is ftiil in being, and fprings no^ 
in the fame Manner from the Oofpei, as k 
did then from the Law : It has the fame 
Place, lives the fame Life, does the fame 
Work, minds the fame Things, has the lame 
Goodhefs at Heart, has the fame religious 
Honour, and claim to Piety, in the ChrilUan^ 
as it had in the yewtjh Church ; and as much 
niiftakes the Depths of the Myftery of the 
Gofpel, as that Se6t miftook the Myftery fig- 
nified by the Letter of the Law and the Pro- 
phets. 

It would be earfy to flfew rn feveral In* 
ftances, how the L^ven of that Scdl works 
amongft us, jufl! as it did amongft them. 
Have any of the Rulers believed on Him ? 
was the orthodox Queftion of the antient 
Pharifees. Now we Chriftians readily and 
willingly condemn the Weaknefs and Folly 
of that Queftion ; and yet who does not fee, 
that, for the moft Part, both Prieft and Peo- 
ple, in every Chriftian Country, live and 
govern thtmfelves by the Folly and Weak- 
nefs of the very fame Spirit which put that 
Queftion : For when God, as He has always 
done from the Beginning of the World, railes 
up private and illiterate *PerfoRs, fall of Light 
and Wifdom from above, fo as to be able to 
difcover all the Workmgs of the Myftery of 
iLiqoity, and to open the Ground, and Truth, 
and abfolute Neceftity of fueh an^ inward 

Spirit 
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Spirit and Life of Christ revealed in us, as 
Time^ carnal Wifdom, and worldly Policy 
have departed from^ when all this is done» 
by the weakeft Inftruipents qf God, in fuch 
a Simplicity and Fulnefs of Demonftraiion, as 
may be juftly deemed a Miracle ; do not 
Clergy and Laity get rid of it all, though ever 
io unanfwerable, merely by the Strength ,of 
the Pharifees good old Queftion, faying with 
them, ** Have any of the Rulers believed and 
•* taught thefe Things? Hath the Church in 
" Council or Convocation ? Hath Calvin^ 
** Lufber^ Zujinglius^ dr;jny of our renowned 
'* Syftem-ijiakers, ever taught, or aflerted 
" thefe matters ?" 

But hear what oqr blefTtd Lord faith, of 
the Place, the Power, and Origin of Truth : 
He refers gs pot to the current Doflrines of 
the Times, or to the Syftems of men, but to 
his own Nanic^ his own Nature, his own 
Divipity hidden in us : My Sheep^ fays be, 
Jjfar my Voice, Here the whole Matter is de- 
cifively determined, both Where Truth i<^, 
and who they are that can have any Know* 
ledge of it. 

Heavenly Truth is no where fpojcebut by 
the Voice of Christ, nor beard but by a 
Power orCHRisT living in thp Hearer. As 
He is the eternal only Word of Gop, that 
fpeaks forth all the WiCdom^ ancj Wonders 
pf ppDj fo ffe alone is the Word, that 
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fpeaks forth all the Life, Wifdom, and Good*- 
neiSi that is or can be in any Creature ; it can 

' have none but what it has in him and froni 
him : This is the one unchangeable Boundary 
of Truth, Goodncls, and every Perfedion of 
Men on Earth, or Angels in Heaven, 

Literary Learning, from the Beginning to 
the End of Time, will have no more of 
Heavenly Wifdom, nor any lefs of Worldly 
Fooliflbnefs in it, at one Time than at ano- 
ther ; its Nature is one and the (ame through 

• all Ages ; what it was in the ^ew and the 
Heathen, that fame it is ya the Chriftian. 

' Its Name, as well as Nature, is unalterable, 
viz. Foolijhnefs with God. 

I fha)l add no more, but the two or three 
following Words. 

L Receive every inward and outward 
Trouble, every Difappointment, Pain, Unr 
cafinefs, Temptation, Darknefs, and Defola- 
tipn, with both thy Hands, as a true Oppor- . 
tunity and bkfled Occafinn of dying to Self^ 
and entering into a fuller Fellowfhip with thy 
iSelf- denying, fuffering Saviour. 

n. Look at no inward or outward Trouble 
in any ptber View ; rejedt every p,ther Though^: 

^ about it J and then every Kind qf J'rial and 
Diftrefs will bccojone the ble^ed Day of thy 
Profperity. 

III. Be afraid of feeking or finding Com- 
Iprt in any Thing, but Gc^ alone : For that 
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which gives thee Comfort, takes (o much of 
jhy Heart from God, ** Quid eft Cor pu- 
rum? cui ex toto, & pure fufficit folus 
Deus, cui nihil fapit, quod nihil dele^at, 
nifi Deu«." TAat is, What conftitutes 
a pure Heart ? One to which God dlone is 
totally, and purely fufBcient ; to which no- 
thing relifties, or gives Delight, but God 
alone. 

IV. That State is heft, which exercifeth 
the highefl Faith in, and fuUeil Reiignation 
to God. 

V. What is it you want and feck, but 
that God may be all in all in you ? But how 
can this be, unlefs all creaturely Good and 
Evil become as nothing in you, or to you ? 

Oh Anima mea, abftrahe te ab Omni- 
bus. Quid tibi cum mutabilibus Creatu- 
ris? Solum Sponfum tuum, qui omnium 
eft Author Creaturarum, cxpedtans, hoc 
age, ut Cor tuum ille liberum & expedi- 
turn femper inveniat, quoties illi ad ipfum 
venire placucrit." That is^ O my Soul ! 
abftradt thyfelf from every Thing. . Whit 
haft thou to do with changeable Creatures ? 
Waiting and expeding thy Bridegroom, who 
is the Author of all Creatures, let it be thy 
fole Concern, that he may find thy Heart 
free and difengaged, as often as it (hall pleafe 
.bim to vifit thee. 
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Be afTured of this, that fooner or later^ we 
muft be brought to this Convidion, That 
^vcry Thing in ourfclves by Nature is Evil, 
and muft be entirely given up ; and that No- 
thing that is creaturely, can make us better 
than we are by Nature. Happy, therefore, 
and blefled are all thofe inward or outward 
Troubles, that haften this Convidien in us ; 
that wiih the whole Strength of our Souls, 
we may be driven to feck alj- from and in 
God, without the leaft Thought, Hope, or 
Contrivance after any other Relief: Then it 
is, that we are made trnly Partakers of the 
Crofs of Chrit ; and from the Bottom of 
o\jr Hearts {hA\ be enabled to f^y, with St 
Paidl^ God forbid that I JJjould Glory in any 
Things fave the Crofs of our Lord Jesus 
Ch R 1 ST ; by which 1 am crucified to the Worlds 
0nd the World is crucified to me. 

Give up yourfelf to GoA without refer vc. 
This implies fuch a State or Habit of Hearty 
as does Nothing of itfelf, from its own Rca- 
fon, Will or Choice, but ftands always in 
Faith, Hope, and abfolute Dependence upoi^ 
beir)g led by the Spirit of God into every 
Thing that is according to his Will 3 fecking 
Nothing by pefigning, Reafoning, and Re- 
fiedlion, how you (hall beft promote the Ho- 
iipur of God, but in Singienefs of Heart, 
pieeting every Thing that every Day brings 
jfprtjb^ as fomething that comes fiom God, 
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and is to be received, and gone through br 
you, in fuch an Heavenly Ufe of it, as yoa 
would iuppofe the Holy Jesus would hav« 
done, in fuch Occurrences. — This is an at- 
tainable Degree of Perfeflion ; and by having 
Christ and his Spirit always in your Eye, 
and Nothing elfe, you will never be left to 
yourfelf, nor without the full Guidance c^ 
God. 


LETTER XII. 

To Mr T. L. 


My dearly beloved Friend, 

BEGIN, as I did my laft, 
with aJTuring you, that I love to 
, hear from you. 

I am in fome Concern about 
the ASlivity of your religious Spi- 
rit, which I have often cautioned you againft. 
•— You have feen, aiid as I think deeply ap-. 
prehended, the true Ground, on which Man's 
jRedemptioQ ibmds. This Ground has been 
fhewn 
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(h^wn you, not ooly from th^ plain Lett^, of 
Scripture, but confirmed by the whole Frame 
i»f liJature. 

:Evei7 Thing in Heaven and Earth, every 
Thing that you inwardly pr outwardly feel, or 
know of your own Soul, and Body, are all 
ibewn to bear infallible Witnefs to thefe two 
ibndanKntal Truths of. the Gofpel : That 
our firft Father died to his firil Life in God ; 
and that nothing in the whole Nature of 
Things, can be our Redemption, but the firft 
Life pf God,, born again of God in the Soul. 
You have had the fulleft Proof, that Man 
was created in this high Perfection of Life. 
You have had the fulleft Proof, that jiciam 
had no other Way of dying to Heaven, or 
lofing his firft State in God, but by the work- 
ing of his Will } and that eyery Son of Adam^ 
is to this Day, only That which his Faith ^ or 
the working of his Will^ or the Defire of his 
Heart (for they are all the fame Thing) mak- 
eth him to be. J^fus Chrijl is the Divine 
Kature, which imuft be alive again in IVfatt. 
£ut the life of the Deity can only arUe^by a 
Birth in us, by the Hunger and .Fai^h and 
'Defire of the Heart, or the working of the 
Will turned to it; and this is the* Faith in 
•Chfift > that does all. 

To what > Purpofe thei^efore, is fo much 
<anxious Enquiry about this or that? Why 
tthis nimikg4ilber (^very one^ to hear^tbe Hi-* 
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ftory of Hiqifelf, add the Secrets bf hisowq 
fancied Experience ? 

If you know a Man to be a FaiaUfi, do 
you not enough know, that he cannot etplaaa 
the Myfteries of the Gofpel, all whkh luvea 
quite contrary Ground. 

If a Man has no Notion, or Belief of the 
Fall of Man, can he tell yoo either the Na- 
ture, or the Neceffity of Chriftian Redemp- 
tion? What Room could there be for the 
. Divine Philanthropy, if it could be fuppofid, 
that Man ^nd the World had not a beMer 
State, and Life from Him at iirft, than they 
have now ? 

If a Man denies the Necefllty of the ne«r 
Birth from above, will you believe that this 
proceeds from an intimate Familiarity with 
Chrifl, 'teaching him in private, the Difbe- 
lief of that which he taught publickly whea 
on Earth ? What Folly to tell you, that yoa 
are only in a Legal State, unlets he could 
prove to you, that you have no Averfion to 
Wickednefs, nor abilain from any Sin, but 
fo far as the Fear and Dread of Purafhment 
jkeep you from it. For this is the Truth of 
the Legal State; but when Sin is difliked, 
and the Commandments kept through a Love 
of God, and a Defire of Divine Ooodneib, 
Tbere is the Man in Chrift a new Creature^ 
no longer under the Yoke of the LaVv, but 
/ivingi^4he Freedom, and^pirit ei Qod. 
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If a Man tells you that Jefus is not God» 
furcly it is Time to have no FcUowfhip with 
him. If he tells you, you are not to pray to 
God, but to Jefus, who is only a Creature, 
is not this telling you, that it is unlawful for 
us to pray, as Jefus taught his Difciples ? ^nd 
if it was wrong to pray to God, the Old and 
the New Teftamcnt are, from the Beginning 
to the End, full of falfe Religion ? Or will he 
fay, that though under the Old Teftament 
Men might rightly pray to the Deity, yet we, 
by being Cbriftians, have loft this Privilege 
of Relation to, and Dependance upon God ? 
But furely, I need not expofe the Extravagancy 
of thefe Things, nor exhort you to be weary 
of fuch Entertainment. 

You tell me, that you cannot help thinking 
with Mr 5. T'bat alt partial Syjiems of Sal- 
vation^ are greatly derogatory to the Goodnefs 
of God : But that you would fay this to very 
few, but myfelf. But dear Soul, why (hould 
you fay this to me ? I have without any Scru- 
ple, openly declared to all the World, that 
from Eternity to Eternity, nothing can come 
from God but mere infinite Love. — In how 
many ways have I proved, and aflerted, that 
there neither is, nor can be any Wrath, or 
Partiality in God, but that every Creatuie 
mud have all that Happinefs, which the infi- 
nite Love and Power of God can help it to. 
Can I, or any Creatui'e, poflibly fay more p( 

an 


-\ 


LETTER XIL ly^ 

z\i Impartiality in God ? And is it not quite 
unreafonable, to afk more about it, or to carry 
it farther ? You fay, the feeming ImpoffibiHty 
of the Spirit and Light of God^ arifing up 
again in any Creature^ that has extinguished 
it^ is, ygu prejume^ tbejirongeft Argument that 
can be offered ^ in Support vf everlafting Mi-^ 
fery. And therefore you fay, you have chofen^ 
nkitb Submijfiony to examine the Force of this 
principal Argument J which runs through the 
Appeal, and my other Writings. But, my 
dear Friend, how came you to fay this? For 
this id fo far fropi being the principal^ or any 
Argument that runs through my Appeal^ and 
other . Books, . that there is not one . iingle 
Word, in all the Appeal^ nor any other of my 
Books, that touches upon this Matter, till 
ydu come to the lad Book, vix. Hhe Way to 
Divine Knowledge ; and even in that Book, 
the Impofiibility is fo far from being afferted^ 
that it is thercf affirmed, that this Impoffibi- 
lily is not proved, nor ever likely to be fo. 
Will you therefore charge me with proving a 
Thing, that I fliew cannot be proved? It is 
my capital Dodrine, That God is all Loye, 
and merely ^Will tq all Goodnefs\ that he 
muft eternally will that to the Creature, which, 
he willed at its Creation. 

But, my dear Soul, debate not fuch Mat* 
ters as thefe, either with me, or any one 
elfe. Stop your Ears to all that you hear 

about 


174. LETTER XII. 

aboot them, and torn from every one that: 
will lead you ioto theuu The Perplexity, 
tluit yott make to yourfelf in fuch Matters^ is 
Dtad» to the Divine Life within ypu^ is a . 
gieat* Abufe of God's Goodnefs towards you^ . 
aftd is a likely Way for yon to lofe the Peace 
and Joy of that Divine Light, which has fo . 
largely opened itfelf within you. 

Mr G. and Mr S. both of them (as they fay) 
cx>me out of the Depths, of Hell^ fiiil of a 
New rifen Divine I^ght within them. The 
firft makes me a greater Blafphemer of God» 
tlmi the Devils are, [N. £L] hecaufe I fay, 
God has na other Nature, or Will towards 
every CpeaUuc, hoc Love and Goodnefe. 

The other calls me Blind, and Ignorant^ 
btcaoie I have not a felf- evident Knowledge 
of the Salvation of Devils* Now was yo|i 
to find out a Third, laying Claidi to the fame 
certainty of Divine Light, as thefe two do, 
you mighti perhaps have them both condemn 
lied by one who had a self-evident Knowledge 
cf AbfoJote Eledion, and Reprobation, and 
wbo knew with as great Certainty, that God 
damns fome eternally to make his Power to 
be knowoy as Mr S. knows Chrift to ht only 
a Creature, and that Prayer is not to be made 
to God, but folely to this Creature. 
' Dear L* Son of my Love^ I do not know 
that ever I waAed my Spirits in Writing, or 

Thinkings 
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Thinking in the Manner of this Letter be^ 
fore» aiki tnift I never (halt a^un; BnO 
Love towards "you, and a hearty Zeal for yoiir 
trae Gro^vth in tbc| Spitiv^X lifi^; hsb coni« 
pelled me into this Wrangle. 

Put away all needlefs Curiofity in Divine 

Matters, and look upon every Thing to be 

£oy but that which helps you to die to jz^irr- 

felf, that the Spirit and Life tof Chrift fl&y 

be formed, and revealed 'in ybu; 

Ar fori the' Piiriiicatioii^ of ail Human Na>f^ 
turi^ eidiet^ in this' World, or fome afte^^ 
Ages, I fuHy believe it. And at to that m 
Angels, if it is poffible; I am* |^ of it, aad 
dfo fure enough, that h noiU then coihe tof 

Dear Sotii^ 
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To the fame. 

My Dear Friend^ 

THANK you for the favour of 
your*8. In the Two Extracts, 
you have fent, the Writer fays 
twice» He cannot adapt the Dark. 
fide of wy Syfiem. If v^hat I have wrote may. 
be called a Syftem, it has put a full End tO: 
all that was Dark^ and Partial, in every 
other Syftem. It makes all the Univerfe 
t)0tb of Nature and Grace, to be an Edifice 
of Love, kept up and governed by Love. 
For I allow of no other God but Love, 
who from Eternity to Eternity, can have no 
other Will towards the Creature, but to com- 
municate Good ; and that no Creature can 
have any Mifcry, from which infinite Good- 
nefs can deliver it. Where then is the Dark 
Side ? Muft I ailert God to be more than in- 
finitely Good ? 

Dear Souly 

Adieu. 
LETTER 
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to the' fame. 

My dear i. 

^ C A N N O T tell you how much 

"^ I love you. But that which of 

all 1 iiijgd 1 have moft at Heart, 

with Regard to you, is the real 

Progrefs of your Soul in the divine Life. 
Heaven feeins to be awakened in yon. It is 
a tender Plant. It requires Stilinels, Meeic- 
nefs, and the. Unity of the Heart, totally 
given up to the unknown Workings of the 
Spirit of God, which will do all its Work ii> 
the calm Soul, that has no Hunger or De(ire, 
but to efcape out of the Mire of its £arthly 
Life, into its loft Union and Life in God. 

I mention this, out of a Fear of your giving 
into an Eagernefs into many Things, which 
though feemingly innocent, yet divide and 
weaken the Workings of the divine Lif* 
within you. For a Multiplicity of iFills, is 
the one only Evil, Dlfeafe, and Mifery, -both 
N ' of 
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of our SoqIs and Bodies. That which caa 
make the Soul to have only one Will ^ and one 
tcve^ is the -umverfal Tmaarc, both foflr 
Soul and Body. And nothing elfe is it. 
That aloBC can take the Fall, or Corfe out of 
the Body, which can take it out of the Soul. 
For the Curfe through all Nature, and Crea- 
ture, is but one and the fame thing, viz. T^be 
Abjence of the Heavetdy Power. Heaven is 
dead in Gold, juft as it is dead in Man ; and 
its heavenly Tin£ture can only be made ^^e, 
in the fame Manner, and from the (ame 
Fewer, at the inward Man is born again of 
Uie Water, and Spirit from alxwe. 

Our ^RiTirard Man moft be tormented, 
crucified, imortified in the Birt of our^owa 
Fle(h and 'Bk>od $ and then it is as the grofi 
Gdkl in the Crucible heated by earthly Fire. 
But as no fiery Torments of our. own ¥\id[k 
and Blood, can glorify our inward Man, ^aud 
let Him in his fir ft angelic State, <ib noxMit- 
ward Fire can torment Gdd intd its fif$ 
Heavenly State. Our Lord faid to tke'cfoci- 
fied Thief, To Day Ihalt thoo be mtb mi kOL 
Paradife. 

Now no one is a Divine Magus^ till he is 
thus qualified to fay to his SubjeQ^ To Day 
ihalt Thou be v)itb me in Paradife. If He 
fcimfclf is not in Paradife, he can do no pa* 
radifieal Work. But, «my Friend, let hot w4at 
I here jay, put you upon ^lUputing thi^ Point 

with 
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inA nhy one, for I fay it for a quite Gbntra- 
ly&ik), to {hew you the Vanity Of «U ibcb 
Difcottiie. 

MydeafSMl; 
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To the fame* 


My dear L. 



HEARTILY thank you for 
your Laft. Talk no more of 
obtmding upon me with your 
Letters* Every Thing that 
comes from you is welcome; 
I have no need to write any Thing to you^ 
for you know all that I have to fay^ ^ Yott 
ftatki upon the fame Groui^dy that 1 do* 
And you have Nothing to do, but to be ftead«^ 
faft and unhioveable in that Lights which 
God has vduchfafe^ to you. 

But, my Friend, take Notice of this, no 
Tf uthS) however ioKd and well ^rouffded^ 

. N 2 help 
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help you to any Divine Life, bpt fo fzr as 
they are taught y nouriped^ and Jirengtbened 
by an Undion from above • and that Nothing ^ 
more driei^ and extinguip^es, this heavenly 
Un(flion, than a talkative, reafoning Temper, 
that is always catching at every Opportunity 
of hearing, or telling fome religious Matters. ^ 
You have found enough, to prove to you, 
that all mud be found in God, manifefled in 
the Life of your Soul. And I muft fay again, \ 
{hut your Eyes, and flop your Ears, to all 
Religious Tales. 

My dear Soul^ 

Feb. 12, 1753. 

Adieu. 

K - 
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To the fame, ' 


My dear L. 

OU have communicated to 
me feveral Letters, that you 
have wrote to your Friends, 
and I much approve of the 
Spirit in which you have 
wrote them. Only I muft 
repeat, what I have often faid, .Have a care 

of 
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of too much Eagcrncfs to fet other people 
right, ieft it lead .you too far £rom Home, or 
too much exhauft that Breath, which is to 
keep, up the Strength of your own inward 
Life. I believe you underftand me. 

You want a Renrredy, to prevent the 
Crowth oi Suicide^ and Madnefs. They are 
not to b^ remedied by any new Way of fetting 
forth the Folly^ and Extravagancy, of them. 
When the Fruit is evil, there is no Remedy, 
but in putting the Root of the Tree in a bet^ 
ter State. 

Pride, is the Father and Mother of Suicide 
and Madnefs. Would you have a /hare in 
removing tBefe Evils, you muft npt caft about 
for high Speculations, there is but one Step to 
be taken, and that is, to fliew thCrNeceffity 
of Dying to Prtde^ and feeking for Salvatioa 
only in Humility. Jesus Christ is the only 
Peace, and FLefl:, and Satisfa(^ion of human 
Life. This is abfolute, and admits of no 
Exception. St John the Baptiji wa's the true 
Preparer of the Way to Chr isx j if you think 
of any other Way, it is Labour loft. This 
Point is abfolutely determined where Christ 
faith, ^hey have Mojes and the Prophets^ let 
them bear them. If they believe not Mdfes^ 
nor the Prophets^ neither will they be perfuaded 
though one arofefrom the Dead, ' *- , * • 
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Mindes, and Demonftrations, you Cce% 
tre in vab, till Mofis^ ^d the Prophets are 
believed. 

Now Mofes is Sin^ made known by the 
Law, and the Prophets, are Faitk and Hi^ 
ioGod. And thefe two Things muft haire 
their State, and work in the Soul, before i^ 
can have any Benefit from Christ and his 
Miracles^ If yoa would therefore give fon^t 
Check to the Growth of Suicide and Mad- 
neft, it cannot be by attacking them in 
tbeipielvjes, or fpeaking to the Unreaipnable** 
9f& of their particular Nature, this is as ufe* 
}efi, as a Miracle to Him, that he^reth neji^^ 
ther Mofes f nor the Prophets. 

Now as Mofes and the Prophets were of 
Neceility^ before the Coming of CjanisTt 
^ it mxift be in every buii^an Soul. 

And this proves the Truth, of whjt has 
kefin (b often aflerted, of the Importanqe of 
j^^prehending the Fall of Man, Iq its tnia 
and full Pejpth. For to hear fifi^s and the 
prophets is m Reality only this, f;i^. Mail 
bocxjme truly fenfible of his impure^ and fal^ 
fen Natiire, and looking up to God to be der 
livered from it* Then, whether he has, or 
has pot, ever feei) the 3ible, he is a true Be« 
lieyer of Mofef and the prophets, is that jLoft 
iSheep, that is fure o^ being found, that 
weary and heavy laden, that rnu^ fij[id Reft 
md Refiiefhment in Cheist. 
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It matters not therefore, my Friend, what' 
}l»a are upony whether jjcou would favc f 
JR^Ian from Detjm^ Debauchery ^ or SuiaJf^ 
you muO; begin in the iame Place, from ond 
and the fame Ground, and this as uhavoklably, 
as every Fruit mud have its Beginning from 
the Root, and from the Root in its right 
State. 

The Amiablenefs of any Virtue, or* the 
horrid Nature of any Vice, whilil only coii«^ 
£dered as in themfelves, are but as ndutCK 
fet before our Eyes, and have no other E^flM^ 
Vpoi) us. And this is the lJnprofitablenc& of 
all Moral InJiruSlions^ whether Heathen^ ca^ 
Ch iftian. 

'. If you can help a Man to feek^ and find^. 
and know Him(elf, and his real Relation (q. 
God ; to know that he has neither inward.^ 
Opr outward Evil, but becaufe be has loft hta 
true State, and place in God ; and that there* 
j^re Nothing can be his peace and Happinefi^ 
but his fir ft divine Life, or Nature quickened 
again in Hini, then you have done all that 
you can for him, whatever his MaUdy is»^ 
-But epQugh of this. 
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TothefiMnc, 

My dear X. 

SOU have a Scruple about the 
: wonderous Lives of the Fathers 
1 in ihe D(fjrtt, becaale in luch 
— — «™^-J Contrariety to his Chara^er, who 
wetii ubuut doing good. But if you only 
cqnfjder what you have faid of them yourJelf, 
Jhat the reading of their Lives, at mice Jiruck 
you with the deepeji Devotion, and made you 
think "what a Noviciate you "was in the Love 
of God, you would have Reafon enough to 
place them amongft the faithful, and true 
pifciples of Him, who went about doing 
Good. For what greater Good, than to do 
that to others, for fo many Ages, which they 
have done for you ? They arc not written to 
raife an Emulation in you, to copy aftetr' 
themj nor is tljere any Reafon to think, that 
their Story is not much exaggerated. But b^ 
that as it will, it is certain, they were the 
Salt of the World for that Time, and that 
the good Providence of God bleffed his Church. 
with thetn. ■ 

-■■■■'■ ■ . -^ Ttey 
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They arc not for you to read, but as it 
MTere en paffaHtj or for a^ little Change of hit^ 
and their Particularity of Life no more con- 
cerns you, than that of John the Baptiji. 

God's laft Difpenfation to the World, is 
the opening the Ground, and Myftery of all 
Things, to which every Blindnefs, and .Vanity, 
and Strife of Human Life muft, fooner or 
later, be forced to give up itfelf. 

The Children of this Difpenfation have tKft 
Occafion to look backwards. It. is like Ieafjnti» 
ing your A B C^ when you are caKedf a&ftf 
qualified to read. ( ! 

Be not too fond of Abfteniioufnefs, nor 
too much attached to a Milk Diet ; let n^ 
thing be a Reafon for your doing, or not da«^ 
ing any Thing of this Kind, but the Heakb 
and Strength of your Body. As foon > as yOf» 
are able to bear a ftronger Diet, I would 
hav^ you by all Means to ufe it. There \t 
no more Harm in getting Strength from good' 
Food, than from found Sleep. And iYm 
Kind of Diet/ is only to be ufed as a Remedy^ 
for a Time. 

■* 
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Tothefiime, 

Mf dear Friend, 

HE VwwXf of TiJab, yoa have 
1 lately met with, are bat a Spc(^ 
men of what you are to expe^ 
I in Tome Form oc Qthen, fi> long, 
as yoD breath the Air «f this 
USmt World.— —The longer we arc without^ 
i)m«i, the nKve ouf Need of tb«Bi is incfea- 
fijd. And they never give great Soiart, but 
iriKre fonaethiog is to he torn 06^ that hiclU; 
too dofc to lu.*— One Redc^ion upon tbefc; 
jkcnd Words, " My Kingdom is not of this 
*■ World :-*Th8 Son of Maa bath not wber« 
** to ky bis Head;" a«e fuffident to take oot 
oply the Sting out of every Crofs, that cao> 
here bc&l us, but even to make, us afraid«i 
gnd afhamed of being pleated with any Thing, 
that has the Name oJF Worldly Honour, and 
Profpcrity. 

You have no Reafqn to wond4t at iuiy. 

Thing you -fee, or bear, of the I^irtiality, 

SelfiOinefs, Envy, and Enmity, that (b oftca 

bmilis out between Brothers and Siften of 

th4 
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the lame Blood.«-«-Far M Bhod-Relatims^ coa- 
fidjBred aa. fucb» could. bav« wf tcue.GpQ4r 
.nefs, or unfetfiOi Regard to on^ another, wt 
iliould not be under the Nepeifity of being 
born again from above. 

Will it do you any good» to tell you, that 
thus (ays my Heart, without fpeaking a 
Word. " Let Nothing live in me^ but the 
Redeeming Power of toy holy JefuSy Nothing 

fray in me hut thy holy 5jfriW/,"-«?-T^Xhi« i». 
my Ship, in which, I would be ^ways ^ 
Sea.--^-— All that I feck, or mean, eit|ier fpfj 
myfelf, or others, by every Height an4 Pepfli 
of divine Knowledge, given us by God ia 
his illuminated Bebmen^ is only for this Eiuii^. 
that we may be more willi|ig» and gUd to heir, 
come fuch little Children, asi our Lord baf 
told us, are the only Heirs of the Kingdom of 

God. 

• • > . 

The Piercing Qitic may, and naturallf 
will grow iit Pride, as faft,. as his ikill ia 
Words di(cover« itfelf.'^i^And every kipd of 
Knowledge^ that (hews the $eholar^ th^ 
Orator, the Difputer, the Commentator, th^ 
Hiftorian, bis own Powers and jfhilities^ are 
the f4me^ Tenxptatioa to. Him»^ that Eve had 
from the Serpent ; and He will get.no mor« 
good by the Love and Rieliih of fuch Know« 
Jedge, than (he got by her Love of the Tfce^ 
that was fo defirable to nuke one wife. 


^ • ■ 
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But He whofe Eyes arc opened, to fee in- 
to this Myfierj of all I'bings^ fees Nothing 
but Death to bimfelf^ and to every Thing, 
that he had called, or delighted in is his 
own. This is the bold Depth of his Know- 
ledge. And if you would know its afpiring 
Heigbty it confifts in learning to know, that 
i¥hich the Angels and Twenty-four Elders 
about the Throne of God, knew, when 
they caft down their Crowns, before hiol 
that fat on the Throne, faying, holy, holy, 
holy. Lord Gqd Almighty, thou Art worthy 
to receive Glory, and Honour, and Power ; 
for thou haft created all Things, and for thy 
Pleafure they are, and were created. — It is to 
know, that tHe Triune Miajefty of Father, 
Son, and holy Spirit, are the threefold Power, 
Life, Glory, and Perfeftion of every Creature, 
that fings praifes to God, in Heaven and in 
Earth. This is t he /ro«i/ Knowledge of thofe, 
who are let into the Holy of Holies, opened 
by the Spirit of God in his chofen Inftrument, 
Behmen. Which goes no deeper, than to fee 
the Nptbingnefs of Man, afcends no higher, 
than to know that God is All\ which begets 
nothing in Man, but that which was begot- 
ten in Paul^ when he cried out, God forbid^ 
that IJhould glory in any Things but the Crojs 
$J our Lord Jefus Cbriji. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 

To the fame. 

My dear Friend^ 

OUR Striaurcs upon Mefn 
.fieurs of the Foundery, the Ta-^ 
bernacle, &c. are very juft«, 
Tbefe Gentlemen feem to have 
no other Bottom to (land upon, 
but that of Zeal. I hope Oo4 
Mrill direA it for them, that moire good, may 
9ome from it^ than the World is willing to 

belieye.-r-But I fay no more of them. rl 

would adviie you not to enter into Difputea 
with them, nor any others, in Defence of 
thofe Principles, which are the very I^lfe an4 
Heart of the Law, the Prophets, and the Gpf- 

peL- No one begins to objecSt againft 

them^ but on the Account of fomething 
that is perfonal, either with Regard to him- 
felf, or the Author of them, or becaufe they 
are contrary to his Views and Situation in thet 
World. He who could free himfelf from 
thefe l^rejudices, would want no one to pern 
foade him of the Truth of them» 

Mr 


,90 L E T tr E ft XIX. 

Mr y. W. is an ingenious Man ; and the 
Itc^R tv^lvis Ltlter totne, is iiai^% ^^mnSer 
Compofition of Emptinefs, and Pertnefs^ as 
is below 4iifcCharaiQ:er of 4ny Mai» who bad^ 
been ferious in Religion but half a Month, 
is becaufe» it wa& not jdHUtj^ but Neceffity, 
that put his pen into his Hand." He had 
condemned my Books, preached much agunft 
them, and to make all fure, forbid his Peo- 
ple Ae vtSt of theai«««^And for a Cover t<> 
idl thts^ he {promifed &om Time to Time to 
frrsle agaanft them^^^Tberefore an, Kxifiifjat 
w» to be aaade sat idl Adveatafts.*~VV^n 
yoo faappen to hear of Mr J. W. coocemtng 
«e» or wy Books, let it dp' with^ you. — 
Wifli Intn God fpeed in tireiy Hiiog tliat is 
modr^But this you t&af eaiily know, that 
He, and the Fope^ have die fame H^fons^ 
end are binder tb^ fitme Nepefiity of condeai'* 
fttng, and onathematifiBg the Myftpry irevealed 
^ God, in y. ^* 

- «r|f. 17S*. Aiieu. 

m 

. .p. iSi. I have no ob^edion to yoer learti^^ 
ing the French Language, but tfeink you 
Aiudi in the tight, an intend ing to proceed 
tery leifurely in it, and as it were by the by« 
" ■ To learn, and Love the L&nguage ic^'ihe 
internal Speaker^ is inore than to Save the 
Tongues of Men and Angds. 

LETTER 
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To tbe lame. 

My iear Friend, 

I WAS much concerbed at the 
Account you fent me, of th^ 
£tate of jrour health, •aii thiofc 
it very advifeable, to feek out 

I for Help.-— ^Btit 4here is the 

Difficult' where « Md h. — Jfc*-Ml fe fo very 
fuperficial in the Art of Phyfick, aiid from 
fo pow a Ground, tthit onib has little to litcfi 
in one Phyfician more than in another, but 
his Perfonal Tempers, and Behaviour . -- ■ > ■* 
fth-, and-gerrtlcBifcrcife mucTi porfued, ninii^ 
be greatly b:nefidal to j(w.-— If your Kiyi 
fician tic for your Put-pofe, he will Hot load 
•yotf with Shop-Medicines, nor ought you to 
hibmit to any one that does.*'— Nothing 
can (dEft 760, bift foifae fimple Ki^imni, 
that gradually IciTens the lie^'ic in your 
Kood. 

My dear Brother Pilgrim, 'be of good 
Comfort, our Road of Lift , is 'focb, that 
Weaknefs can hiclp us oh as iallr as length, 

r -Ufe outward A^icbes, as if you uied 

them 
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them not. - ■ The XJnherfai is within yoo, 
^nd whether you find it in a £ckly, or a heal-> 
ihy Body^ is but a fmall Matter. 

Daily, hourly, thankful RefignatioD to God 
in eve^ Thing, is the beft Regimen, you 
can enter into, both for Soul and Body. - ■■ ■• 
Every good Wifli attends my dearFellow- 
Travcller out of Time, into Eternity. 

oa>b. 10. 1756. FaremlU - 


L E T T E i XXt 
To G. ;r. 



|1HE lai^e Recount you have 
given of yourfclf, is very af- 
fecting, and I hope God will 
turn all the Variety of your 
paft Diftrefs, into I^eaos of a 
fiiture folid Peace, and Reft in, 
bis divine Love. 

To be weafy and lieavy Laden, is to 
have the higheft Fitnefs to receive that Reft, 
that Christ alone can give, Thefe are the 
perfons that he called to him, when he wat 
upon Earth, They who are content with 
themfelves. 
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thcmfelves, are in the utmoft Danger of nevet. 
knowing that Happinefs, for which they 
were created. , «. 

For a while, confider yourielf in fuch-Soliri 
tBde, as if there was only God and you in thei 
World, free from every. Thought,, but. tb4toC 
defiring to be wholly and folely his, and look- 
ing, wholly to his Goodnefs, to be delivered 
out of the Mifery of your fallen State, 

Stand firmly in this. Faith, That God and 
the Kingdom of Heaven are certainly within 
you, and within you for this only Reafon, 
that they may become your Salvation.-r-As 
all therefore is within, fo let all your Care be 
turned inwards, in lofing,! adoring;' and |)ray:r 
ing to this God and Christ within you. 

Be not jpo eager aifout much Reading Nor 
read any ihing, 6at ttiat whkh*ihoufi{hes, 
ftrengthens, and efta^lifties this Faith in you, 
of an inward Saviodr, who iS the Life of your 
Soul. To grow up in this Faich, is taking 
the beft Means, of attaining to thdbift" Khdw- 
ledge in all Divine Matters. | :: . * / 

Caft away all Reflections abouiiy(|ofrelJv 
the World, or your paft Lifdv^ftiid !let alt 
be f wallowed up, or loft in this * joyful 
Thought, that you have found the MdCIiafa,; 
the Saviour of the World, not k. Qpoks^^ 
not in Hiftory, but in the Birth, and Bottohi 
of your own Soul. Give yourfelf up to this 
Birth of Heaven within you, expert all 

O from 
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fiom il, let it be the hnmblc, fiutbful, Ioog> 
.ing JDchra of yoqr Heart, and deGre no 
Knowledge, bat that nbich it bom of it, and 
procaeda from it. Stand only in tbii Tbitft 
of Knowledge, and then aU that yea know 
will bt Spirit and Life. 

ff^ti t Start fall tf pod Wijha toyu, 

J am, 
Xm] t t75A 

Yaa'u Ue. 

L S T T E R XXII. 

To the fiime. 

MfdarFrimd, 

i KNOW not niyrelf, bow 
'. to write lo the moll illtuni- 
nated Ferfon upon Earth, for 
' Adfioe,: or inftmfiion. And 
I the more dark, and diftreHed 
' my State ihould be, the moi« 
1 ihould be averfe to feek 
Goonfel of any Creatare ; not from an Opi- 
nion of any Sufficiency in myfelf, bnt from a 
Fulneli 
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t^uineis of Convidion, that I run a Way from 
Reliefs and deprive myfdlf of true Light ^ and 
Comfort^ by not feeking, and depending upon 
Cod ALONE for it. 

All my Writings Jiave no other End, but to 
communicate this ConviSiion to my Readers, 
knd confequendy to teach them to have dme 
ivitb me^ z& foon as I have convinced them, 
that God and Christ and the Kingdom of 
Heaven are only to be found by Man, in hia 
own Heart, and only capable of bdng foo6<i 
there, by his own Love of them. Faith ill 
them^ and abfolute Dependance upon them. 

What room, therefore, for calling out for 
tielp and Diredion, when onCie it is known, 
that all confifts in an implicit blind Faith, in 
Purity of Love, and total Refignation to the 
Spirit of God ? For where can thefe be exer« 
cifed, but in the States and Trials through 
which Human Life muft pafs. 

And to acquiefce in God, wheb Things are 
inwardly, and outwardly eaiy with os, but 
to caft about for Help from fomediio^ that 
is not God, when Diftrefs^ and I^koeft 
come upon us, is the Error of Errors, and 
the greateft Hindrance to our true Uaioa 

with God in Creist Jesus. 

' - . - • .••■ 

\ am mtb much Truth and Siftceritj, 

«*//. 22, , »7S4. y-gur qffeSi(mte Pritud^ 

O a PETTIER 
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LETTER XXIII. * 

To the fame* 

My dear Friend^ 

nH E Charge of Sfinojztn brought 
againft mc by Dr H^arburton^ 
has alt the Folly and Weaknefs, 
&c. &c. that can well be ima- 
gined. For as SpinoHzm, is 
nothing elfe but a grofs confounding of Ood 
and Nature, making thtm to be only one. 
and the fame thing, fo the fuU Abfurdhy, 
and "abfolute Impoffibility of it, can only be 
fundamentally proved, by that Doflrine 
which can go to the Bottom of the Matter, 
and demonftrate the effential, eternal, and 
abfolnte Diftindrnn, between God and Na-' 
ture ; a Thing done over and over, from 
TPage to Page in thofe Books, from which 
the Doftor has excrafted Spinofizm, juit 
With' as much Acutenefs, as if he had fpied 
rank Warburtonicnijm, in my Letter to the 
Right Reverend the Bifliop oi London. 

Now although the Difference between God 

tin's Nature, has always been fuppofed, and 

be^evcd, yet the true Ground of fuch Dif- 

" - tinftion. 
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tinftion, or the Wby^ the How^ and in 
Wbaty they are eflentially diflferieot, and muft 
be fo to all i^cernity^ w^s to be found in no 
Books, till the Goodnefs of God, in a Way 
not lefs than that of Miracle, made a poor 
illiterate Man, in the Simplicity of a* ChilcJ^ 
to open and relate the deep myflerioui 
Ground of all Things ; in which is fliewa 
the Birth and Beginning of Nature, or the 
fir ft Workings of the inconceivable God, 
opening and manifefting his hidden^ Tri-une 
Deity ^ in an outward State of Glory, in the 
Splendor of united Fire^ Lights and Spirit^ 
all kindled, and diftinguifhed, all. united and 
beatified, by the hidden, invifible, incon- 
ceivable, fupernatural Father, Son, and holy 
Spirit, working all the Glories in Heaven^ 
and every kind pf Life, and Bleflirig on Earth, 
by vifible, and invifible Fire, lyight, and 
Spirit^ 

This is the wonderful Gift of Gpd to fhefc 
laft difltra<fted Ages of the World j and 29 
every Pgrpofc of God mijft fland, apd fooner 
or later produce all that, which God intended 
by it 5 fo the piore the Wife and the Learned 
in all Churches, rejedl . thi§ Counfel of God, 
the more they will proipote its Succefs over 
fhemfelves, and only help it, to conie forth 
with greater Strength, and Glory to God, by 
being owned, and proclaimed by tlie Mouths 
o^ ^bes, and Suckling;. 

Q3 ^^bel 
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Baiel hath always had Men for its Builders ^ 
but the Kingdom of God ever was, afid ever 
\iriU be made up of little Children. 

Farrvel 

Jfril lOt 1757. 


P. S. I have read the Pamphlet you fent 
on Divinity Studies, jt may be faid to bq 
much better, than mod of the kind in thi$ 
and the lad Century, and infinitely beyond 
Mr Wejley's Babylonifh Addrefi to thf Clergy j 
but yet fo wrong, as to be worfe than no Ad- 
vice at all. — r-We feem to be farther fron) 
the Gofpel, in Point of Spirit, than in Di^ 
ftance of Time. — —What fhall I Tay? Jata- 
bel is not a City, it is the wfacsfe Cnrifliat^ 
World. As to all thefe Directors of Divinity- 
Students, no more Folly need be laid to 
their Charge, than is done by our Lord in 
thefe Words, Wit Bout me ye can do nothing • 
?i% my Father fent me^ io fend 1 you i the Holy 
Spirit fhall guide you into all Truth. To all 
wjhich the Apoille fubfcribeth in thefe Words, 
Who bath made us able Miniflers^ not of the, 
Letter^ but of the Spirit. 

Now, put thefe Words of Chrift and his 
Apoftle, at the Beginning and End of Mr 
Wejkf% Addrefsy and then you will fee, 
that almoft all that is betwixt them, is empty 

Babble, 
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Babble, ftter for an M Gr/mman'tn, that 
was gtonro blear-eyed in mending Diffio- 
nariet, than for one who lud taOed th* 
Powers of the World to come, and had 
found the Triai ai it ii in Jifm. 

LETTER XXIV, 

To Mt r. i. 

My dtdr Zf, 

1] AMPER with no Phjrfieiant, 
but content yoorfelf, to have 
that Share of Health,' which t 
regular and good Lifo can 
bap yon to.—'Reflea not up- 
on your predominuit Com- 
plexion, or how loi^ it will be, before yoo 
get from under its rawer.-— St JVi/wanni 
to be dcUnted from his Thom in Ae Flefli. 
He had all he prayed for, thoogh the Thorn 
might continne, when God 6m to him, Aty 
Grace isfupcientftr tbie-t this was belter 10 
him, than if his Thorn had been taken fieni 
him.-r-Th!s enabled him to lay, I willfJIry 
in my Infirmitiei; for ttnftflr / iffit vtakt ibn 
I amftrmr. You believe, that if it was not 
for evoen and continoal Prayer, your Torn 
Q If » 
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to :ftfelancholy would gpc the better of yba« 
»r-*Yad cannot believe this too much, for 
nothing elfe can prefer ve you, from beipg led 
nwayi. by every other evil Temper. But let 
Refignatiqn to Gjod, be the predominant Part 
of your Spirit of Prayer ; it is not fo much 
ardent Delires, as bun>ble Refignation to bi^ 
as God pleafes, that keeps the Heart in the 
higheft Uniou with him.— -Faith and Hope 
and Love get their beft Strength, and work 
their highcft Woik, when Reiignation is the 
Salt wherewith they are feafoned. 

You think, if you was to live an hundred 
Years in an abJiraSled Contemplation^ fome 
Property of Nature^ would^ ftill be occar 
iionally breaking forth in you.T— What occa- 
iSQ» had ypu, my Friend, to makc-th^s Coirir 
plaint a^bout fuch a Cpmemplation ? ^ 

You have no.Bu^qefs. w^th it» ndr any 
Jleafpn i<^.,.tx^pet it Ihoiild do iinjltbing for 
you-r-jtiftd you chwged your Word^, and 
/ajd) X ?^li(V^ ^ \ waf iot a hupdred Years 
to be w^Hi^Uy t^uiling in-, and depepding up- 
pn C|0^i:;tp dp that rfdr me, which He has 
prom^je^ tP do for all that trufi in Him, it 
wo^i^ not ^e 4one :»— -Had you expreffed your 
jCoQ^piaint.io thefe Words, you would have 
^en, i^l neither .Faith, nor Hope, nor 
l^oye, nor, |le%Qi^tion, would have allowed 
you .19 ipake it« — Look at ycurfelf, at the 
jPowcr p^- 'jime, -or any thing that t^is gif 
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that Complexion does, and then you may be 
afraid of every thing ; but look at God, as 
him that ii to do alt for you, and in ydti, and 
then you need be afraid of Nothing. — A 
Thorn, or no Thorn, bad or good Blood, 
with aU its EfFedts, lofe all their Difference, 
as foon as you know, that you are not your 
own, nor left to yourfelf, nor where to feek 
a Phyficiian, that will not leave you un- 
healed. 

fFe know that all Things muft work toge- 
ther for Good, to them that hveGol. Now 
wh^t fignifies what the Things are, if we are 
to hjave the fame good from them, t)e they 
what they will ? Let Complexion (hew itfel^ 
let the dead A/hes of okl Sins, fecm^to be 
ready to cqme to Life again, what is aH this, 
but helping us. to be more alive unto God ? 
^\t(h will be Fle(b as long as we live, but 
every State of the FleQi may hel|> us to grow 
in the Spirii.-r-Therefore rejoice evermore, 
^n every X^% give Thanks, and call no- 
thing Sut t)ii$,* ao/iraSed Cantemplation. 
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70 a Clergyman ^Weftmorebod. 

Revemd Sir, 

gONCERNING the fbOowing 
"^ Texts. God bardncd the Heart 
! of Pturaoh i— tHc hath tnerc^ 
^__^_^^^ J on whom He vdll bavt m&cy^ 
4ind •whom He will be bardenefB y— Gyxt 

and E'oil are from Lord;- 1 create Light ^ 

and I create Darknefs ; you afk, bow thefe 
Things can be confidently affirmed of a God, 
alt Love and Goodnefs to hit Ocatnrest 

t would afk you alfo, h thane any ODficul* 
ty of admitting the Truth di this Scriptnre, 
In God we /r w, a^ move, and bene our Being f 
does this clafli with the Idea of a God al} 
Love and Goodnefs to the Creatures?—— 
Now take ;iU the contrary Things that are 
faid of God, with Relation to that which 
pafies between God and Man^ and they all 
imply ' no more, affirm no more, than the 
fipgle foregoing Text, namely, that ip every 
State 
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jState of the Life of Man, be it what it will, 
either under a Senfe and Enjoyment of Good, 
pr the Power and Pain of Bvii, it is all owing 
%o this divine ^ original^ effential Relation be- 
tween God and Man, or becaufe in him we 
five^ and move^ and have our Being. r 
For Man, thus come from God, muft 
through the whole Courfe, or endlefs Ages 
pf his Life, neither know, nor find, nor feel 
any thing of Good or Evil, Life or Death, 
HappineTs or Mifery, but folely becaufe of 
7hat^ which God is in him, and to him, 
and becaufe of T&at^ which he is in God, 
and bath from him^ by his original Birth or 
Creation, 

The earthly Animals, whofe Birth is only 
|n and from this World, can have no Evil ot 
Sin, or Mifery in their State, from Godj 
and that only for this one Retfon, becaufe they 
are not born of God^ or partakers of the di- 
yine Nature. Therefore God> creating Evil 
in Man, is th^ faooe Thing, as if it was faid, 
the divine Birth in Man, is that which cre- 
ates his Evil, becaufe he could have no Sin of 
a wrathful, proud, hardened Heart, thefe 
things could neither exifl: in him^ or be 
known by him, but becaufe he came into 
Being by a divine Birth.— —Angek could 
not be diabolical Spirits of Darkneis; fiery 
Dragons of Wrath, Fury, Malice, Vengeance, 
^nyy, flatred^ ^c. ^e. liut becaule they 
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were all born of God/ to Jive and mpve and 
have their Being in him. This has created 
all the Evil of every Kind, that tbey cap fee) 
or know in their whole State. 

All the Difi;culty of reconciling fiich con? 
trary Things as are faid of G(;3, that He 
willeth only Life and Good^ and yet tluit ^vil 
and Death, are faid to come from him, arifes 
from our confidering the Operations of Goc{ 
in a creaturely Manner^ or as we (hould un- 
derftand the fame contrary Things, if they 
were affirmed of any Creature.— Whereas 
the Operation of God, in its whole Kind and 
Nature, is as different from any Thing that 
can be done by Creatures, as the Work and 
Manner of Creation, is different, in Power, 
Nature, and Manner, from that which Crear 
tures can do to one another.— —For (N. B.) 
the Operation of God is never in or with 
the Creature in any other Manner^ or doing 
any other Things but that which it was and 
did in the Creation of them. This, and 
this alone is the working of the Deity in 
Heaven and on Earth ; nothing comes from 
him, or is done by him through all the Eter- 
nity of his Creatures, but that ejfential Mani- 
feftation of himfelf in them, which began 
the Glory and Perfedion of their firft Exif- 
tence— — Now from this one, iingle, im- 
mutable Operation of God, that He can be 
nothing elfe in^^ or tow^ds the Creature, 
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but that fame Love and Goodnefs, that He 
was to ic, at it& Creation, it neceflarily fol- 
lows, that to the Creature that tarns froai 
him, God can be nothing elfe to it, but the 
Caufe of all its Evil and miferable State. 
Hence is that of the Apoftle, that Sin cometb 
by the hawy becaufe where there is no Law^ 
there is no Tranfgreffion.'-''— -Now God, or 
the divine Nature in Man, is the One gre«t 
Law of God in Man, from which, all that 
is Good and all that is Evil in him, hath its 
whole State and Nature^ His Life can 
have no.Holinefi or Gdbdnefs . in it, but as 
the divine Nature within him, is the Law 
b3r which he lives. He can comoiit no 
other Sin, nor feel any kind of Hurt or Evil 
from it, but what comes from refiAing, or 
rebelling again fl: That of God, which is in 
him ; and therefore the Good and Evil of Man^ 
are equally from God.— —And yet this could 
not be, but becaufe of this Ground, viz. that 
God is.unchangeable Love and Goodnefs, and 
has only one Will and Work of Love and Good- 

nefs towards the Creature. Juft as the 

Law could not make Sin, or Evil, but be- 
caufe it has no Sin or Eyil in itfelf, but is 
iaimiitably righteous, holy, and good^ and 
has only one Will and one Work towards Man, 
whether he receives Good or Evil by it. — 
Therefore the righteous, holy Law, that is fo, 
becaufe it never changes its good Will, and 

Work 
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Work towacds Mio, can truly Ony of itfelf 
tl^fe two contrary Tbingi, I creaU Oc^^ 
and I cnate Enil^ without the leaft Contra- 
didion.f— -''-In the like Troth, and firoin th^ 
fiune Ground, it mud be iaid, that Ibppi* 
ncls and Mifery, Life and Dc&th, Tender^ 
aefi and Hardnefs of Heart, are from Cod^ 
or becanfe God is that which He is^ in and 
tp the fiirth and Life of Man. 

Thii is the one true Key to the State of 
Man before his Fall, to his State aft& hk 
Fall, and to the whole Nature of his R^ 
dcmption. All whicb three States^ ate in d 
ism Words qi our Savioori fiet forth in tbt 
deareft and ftrongeft Degree of Ligjbt latA 
ibe true Vini, ye are the Brmctek He tbst 
Mditb in Me^ and I in bim^ iringetb f$rA 
much Fruit. -'^^-'^TIm was, Man's &ft Created 
State of Glory sfnd PerfeAion^ it was a lifing 
and abiding in God, inch a Birth and Com^ 
munion of Life with him^ and from hlnii 
as the Branch hath in and from the Vine* 

The Nature of Man's fallen State, and 
whence he has all the Evil that is in it, is fet 
forth in the following Words, Jf a Man 
abide not in me (the true Vine) be is caji 
forth as a Branch^ and is imtbered^ and Men 
gather them^ and they are cafi into the Pire 
and burned. This comprehends the whole 
of Man's fallen State, ramely, a being broken 
oflf from the Life of God, and therefore be« 

come 
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come fuch a poor^ withered^ fadpfefs Crea* 
lure, as may have all that done to hioiy as a 
Firebrand of Hell and Petils, whkb Men 
may do to a broken off, wstho^ Branch of 
the Vine. And his State is as diflS:rent from 
that of his Creation, as a withered Brancbi 
fmoaking and horning in the Fire» is different 
from its firft State of Life and^Growth in tl» 
rich Spirit of the Vine«—— -Again, the whofe 
of Man's redeemed State, is in the following 
Words,«»-JMi the Bread of Life^ that cmne 
down from 12Ma^M;--^Ho wt eatetb Mi 
Bread JbaU Jive fw ever i^^^f^^^-^Fbofo eatetb 
my Flejb and drinbetb my Bkod^ both eternal 
JUfe^^-'-'-^elletb in me^ and I in bim. 
- This is par whole Redemptton, it cbnfifif 
in likothing elfe> but having thefiittLifeof 
God, or Birth of Chrift b^otten, and bora 
in us again. ■ And thus do thefe three 

States of Man fully (hew, that our firft Po*^ 
feftion, our miferable Fall, and ble&d Re« 
demption, have alt that they have in them, 
whether of Glory, or Mifery, merely and 
fokly becaufe God alone is all that k good, 
and can be nothing elfe but good towards 
the Creature i and that neither Angel, nor 
Man can be happy or miferable, but becaufe 
it either hath, or hath nor, this one God of 
Goodneft eifemialiy living and operating in 

What 
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What a Number of Things called^ Reh'« 
gioD, are here cut oflf at once ? fince- nothing 
18 Life> Happinefi, and Glory^ but th? one 
ifftnUal Operation of the Triune Ood of 
Love, and Goodneft within us; nothing it 
Dbatby Evil, or Mifery, but the Departure^ 
or turning from this eflcntial God of our 
Lives, to fomething that we would- have 
from ourfelves, or the Creatures that are 
about us. ■ And how greatly is he delu- 
ded, who living among the. Throng of re- 
ligious Schemes, thinks this, or that, or any 
1 hing in Nature, can be his Atonement^ 
his Reconciliation, and .Union with God, 
but the .Spirit, the Body, and the Blood of 
Chrift forming themfelves into a sew Crea- 
ture within him. Then, and then only is 
be that fir ft Man that God created, in 
whom alone he can be well pleafed. But 
till then, he is that Man, whom the Cheruis 
two-edged flaming Sword will not fufier to 

enter into Paradile. ^How is it now, 

that we are to regain that firft Birth of 
C'hrift ? Why juft in the fame Way, as 
Adam had it at firft. What did he then 
do ? How did he help forward God's creat- 
ing Power ? Now creating again, or re- 

ftoring a firft Life in God, is juft the fame 
thing, and the fame fole Work of God, as 
creating us at firft ; and therefore we can haV5 
no more Share of Power in the one, than in 

the 
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the othen«'==-r^Ndthiog lies tipoA b& as GreA^ 
tures fallen froto .6od^ dr is required of ufi 
with Regatd to oar Gix>wth in God, bfit hat 
to re^Tbat, which God is doiAg tdWards i 
new Creation of us. 

. That whi€h God IS doing tdvifards tlie fle# 
Creation of us, had its j^ginoing before thd 
Foundation of the World.— /« Cbijl yejui^ 
^itfa St Patfl^ we were cbofen before ibe FouH-^ 
Ration of the ff^orldi the fame as iayiilg, thai 
God out of his great M6rey^ Had dhofeii td 
prefervc a Seed of the W O R D and S P, I^ 
kit of God in fallen Man, which thro' ih6 
Mediation of a God incarnate^ flidiild revive 
into that fullnefs of Stature in Chrift Jefiis^ 
in which Adam was at fir(t created. Arid 
all this Work of God to\^;trds a hew Cfeatioli^ 
U by that fame ejfeniidl Operation of trdd iii 
iiSj which at firft Created us in his Image and 
Likeoefs. And therefore Nothing belong^ td 
Man in it> but Only to yield hinifelf dp to itj 
and not refift it 

Now who is it^ thai may t>e faid td Nj^ 
it ? It is every one who does riot deny bimjelfi 
iake up his Crofs Jaiiy, arid fol/tfw Chrifh 
For every thing but this^ is that Flejb that 
warreth againft the Spirit; The whole Lifd 
of tht natural Mari^ r^dfteth all that ejfential 
Operation of God» which would Create ofc 
again in Chrift Jefus.-^Fartber, every Rcli* 
jgjious Man refideih itj in arid by and tbf ough 

P thf 
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the whole Coorfe of his Religion, tdio takes 
any thing to be the Truth of Piety, the Truth 
jpf Devotion, the Truth of Religious Wor(htp, 
but Faith, and Hope, and Tnift, and De- 
pen()ance upon 7bat alone^ which the AR- 
Creating WORD, and AlUSandifying 
is PI KIT of God, inwardly, eflentially, 
and vitally worketh in his Soul. 

Would you know, how you are to nndef'* 
fland this effential Operation of the Triune ho* 
ly Deity in our SouLs, and why nothing elfe 
is, or can be that Grace or Help of God, 
which bringeth Salvation, take this eardily 
Similitude of the Matter. 

The Light and jiir of this WorJd, arc 
univerfal Powers, that are e^nrial to. the Life 
of all the Creatures of this World. They arc 
effential^ becaufe Nothing y^ri, till the Light 
has brought forth a Birth of itfelf in the 
EiTence of the Creature, which Birth of Ligjit 
can lafl no longer, than it is eflentially united 
with the Operation of that univerfat Light, 
which brought it forth : — Air is alfo eflential 
to the Life of the Creature, becaufe nothhig 
lives, till a Birth of the Air is born in h, nor 
any longer, than its own in- born Air, is in 
eJJenHal Union with that univerfal Air, and 
Operation of Air, that firft brought it fortL 
« N ow from this eflential, unalterable Re- 
lation between Light and Air, and feeing^ 
, living Creatures^ it plainly follows, th»i 

Darkneft 
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Darkoefi and Death, may be afcribed to 
them, as well as Seeing and Life* 

Thiis^ if Light and Air could % any thing 
of tbetnfihes in outward Words^ of that which 
they are, and do to all Animals $ If thd 
Li^t was to £iy» it is I that msSi;^ feeing and 
biind EyeS} If the Air was to fay, I create 
Life^ and I create Death $ could d^re be any 
Difficulty of underftanding, or aUowing thtf 
Truth of thefe Words? Or could they be 
true ih any other Senfe, but becaufe where 
Light is not, there is the Caufe of Darkneft, 
and where Air is not, there is the Caufe of 
Death.-<»^And fo in the flriaeft Truth of the 
Words, feeing and blind Eyes are from the 
Light I living and dead Bodies are from the 
Air« £ecaufe Darknels ^^ould not be, but 
becani^ Light does not fiiine in ic, nor the 
Body be dead, but becaufe the breathing of 
the Air is not in it^ 

It is thus, with the ejential Opei-atiM of 
the Triune Holy God, in the Life of all di-i- 
vioe and godly Creatures^ whether Men or 

Angelsi -The Light and holy Spirit of 

God, are univerfal Powers, and ejfential to 
the Birth of a godly Life in the Creature § 
which creaturely Birth of a divine Life^ can 
begin no fooner, than the WORD and 
S P I R I T of God bring forth a Birth of 
themfelves in the Creature, nor fubiift any 
longer, than i( is united witb| and under the 
. . P 2 continual 
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contifititl Operattcm of ihat Word and Spirit^ 
which brought it forth.—- ^^Hence it i& truly 


ik), tfaftt fpHtual Life, and fpiritual Death, 
fpiritaal Good and fpiritual Evil, Happinefii 
and Mifery are from God, and that for tha 
one Reafon, becaufe there ii no Good, but 
in God, nor any other Operation of God io^ 
and to the Creature, but that of heavenly Lifir^ 
Light, Love, and Goodnefs. . 

When Man, created in the Image and 
Likenefs of God, to be an Habitatkm and 
Manifeftation of the Triune God of Good-* 
iiefs, had by the Perverfeaefi of a' &lfe Will^ 
turned from his holy State of Life in God^ 
and fo was dead to the blefied Union, and 
eflential Operation of God in hiaSovA, yet 
the Goodnefs of God towards Man, altered 
fiot, but ftood in the iame good Will towards 
Man as at the firft, and willed, and could 
will nothing elfe towards the whole human 
Nature, but that every Individual of it, might 
be laved from that State of Death and Mifery 
in an earthly Nature, into which they were 
fallen. 

Hence, that is, from this unchangeable 
Love of God towards Man, which could no 
more ceafe, than God could ceafe, came 
forth that wonderful Scene of Providence, of 
fuch a variety of Means, and Difjpenfations, 
of Vifions, Voices, and Mefiages tvom HesL^ 
ven, of Law, of Prophecies, of Promifes 

and 
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tnd Threattiings, all idapted to the dji&rc&t 
States, Cdnditiooi, aod Ages of the fallen 
World, for no othfr End, but by every Art 
of divine Wifdom, and Owtrivaoce of Love, 
to break off Man from his earthly Delufion, 
fKid beget in him a Seofe of his loft Glory, 
ftdd fo -make him capable of finding again 
Ithat ble0ed eCential Operation of Father, 
Son, arid holy Spirit in his Soul, v^hich was 
the eflential Glory of his fir ft Creation, 

Now, as in this Scene of a divUie and r^- 
deeiping Provideoce, Ggd had to do with a 
poor, blind, earthly Creature, that had loft 
all Senfe oi heavenly Things, as they are in 
tbemfelves, fo the Wifdoin of God, muft 
often^ as it were, humanize itfelf ^ and con* 
dofcend to fpeak of himfelf after the Manner 
of Men. He muft fpeak ef his Eyes, bi^ 
Eard, his Hands, his Nofi^, &c. becaufe ith<i 
earthly Creature, the mere natural Man, 
could no otherwife be brought into any Senfe 
of Tlf4t^ which God was to himf 

But now, all this Proc^fs of divine Prpvif- 
dence, was only for the fake of fomething 
higher ; the My Aery of God in Man, and 
Man in God, ftill lay hid, and was no morp 
Opened, th^A the Myftery of a redeeming 
Chrift, was opened in tb9 Type of a P^ichsi 
J^amb. 

Pentecojl alone was That, which |ook away 
fjl Veils, and fbewed the King^pm of Cjo4, 
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^s it was in itfelf, and fct Mao again undep 
the itxiHi^diate, eflential Operation of God^ 
lyh^ch firft gave Birth to a holy Adam in Par 
radife* Types and Shadows ended, becauf^ 
the ^bftance of them was found* The clo* 
ven Tongues of Fire had put an Eqd to thenar 
by opening the diyine Eyes^ which Adani 
jbad clofed up, unftopping the fi^iritual Pars, 
that he had filled with Qay» ana inajcing his 
dumb Sons ip fpcak with new Tongues. 

And what did they fay ? They faid ^U ol4 
Things were gone, That a new Heaven and a 
tiew Earth were coming forth, That Gq4 
l^imfeif was manifefled in the Fle(h of Men» 
who were now all taught of Go4. And 
what were they taught ? That fame which 
Adam was taught by his firft created Lift 
in God, jnamely, that the immediate, eflen^ 
tial Operation of Father, Son, apd holy Spir 
rit, was henceforth the Birthright of aU that 
were become true Difciples of Ghrift.tr-^ 
Thus ended the old Creation, and ihc *F^ 
.of Man, in a God manifefted in the Fle(h, 
/dying in and for the World, and coming 
again ip Spirit, to be jhe Life and Light cJ^ 
all the Sons of Adam. 

Loofc now at all God's pirpenration& to 
the Pay of Pcntecoft, in this true point of 
View, a,s fy many Schools of different Di^ 
(cipline and Education of the natural IVf an^ 
iiU by a Birth from above, he could bear 
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the Language of Heaven, and be taughe 
of God, and then you will fufficiently, (ecf 
the childifli Folly of thofe grey-headed 
poftors, who forgetting that the Idfi Tinted 
are come^ when God will be known only 
s^ a Spirit, worfliipped only m Spirit^ pepiqfQ 
every thing elfe is but Shadow, and not 
the Truth, yet fet up thennifclves.a^ IVf afters^ 
or Rabbles. of new School^ of their own ^ 
which can only keep up that dpaiing 
Learning, and WifdoqE> of Words, which 
foitopelled the learned. Jews, for the fake 
of God, and Goodnefs, fof the fak^ of Law 
and Prophecy, to crucify the Chrift of Godi 
as a Beelzebub, and ^afphennerj : 

This old Logiq and Criticifm of Scribes 
and Pharifees, is that which robs di(putinj 
Chriftians? of the Truth a^ it is in Jefus,. an< 
inAead of the; true Bre^d that came 4owa 
from Heaven, feeds th^ir unr^enerate Eieartl 
;with the dry Hufks of Tbat^ which can 
be gpt fron^ Text fet againft Text <q th^ 
outward Letter* Nay (o wife ai?e. iclkefe 
verbal Proficients, ^ to tbink the Gofpel 
mud be &lfe, and the Bible itfdf only ^^ 
|o be burtaed, if all Tbat^ is not .to l)ft 
afcribed to God, as true of him,. as b^ ift 
in himfelf, which in' Qondefc^nfion to the 
poor,, ignorant, fallen, earthly Creatote, he 
jTpeakd. of his Byes, bis Ears^ bis Hands, Iv4 
turning his Back, and turnirig. h)s Face,^^!! 
■ ' P 4 coniing 
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coming down^ and going up, his fiery Wratfaj^ 
his deftroying Fary, everiafting Vengeancp^ 
&c. Gfr.r—Tr- Whereas all thcfe Things aro 
ibid, '^jQOt beipaufe of Tbat^ which God is ia 
Ibiimfelf, in his holy, fupernatural Beingi 
but becaufe of that, which Man is, in the 
piindnefs of his fallen Stat?, fo ignorant of 
.Qpd» fo averfe to Godlinefs, as .only capbl(^ 
|br a Time, to be intruded by the |mr 

8refnoiis of fuch Language ; ■ T hat is, tilt 
le Threatnings of the Law, and the Word 
of Prophecy 4iave done their Work, and that 
Day-St(fr 4trijitb in the Hearty which 
knoweth> and teachetb, that C R £ ATO Rji 
REDEEMER, and LOVE, are thp 
pnc true u;ichangeable, Tri-une Oofi, that 
Father, that Son, and holy Spirit, whic|i 
jfrom Everlailing to ^vexisihin^y have only 
pni Will^ and 0ne Work of heavenly Life, 
Light, and Love in^ and t^ards the 
/Creature,:^ — —And as true a^ this is, fo true 
^s ;it alfo, M^at from the lirft to the lad Man, 
no one was, or eyer wiU be any farther from 
this eifential Operation of the holy Deity 
in his 8ou], hut fo far as he hath withdrawn 
)bimf€4f from It . ^, . God hardened tbf Heart 
fjf fharaohi this faith neither i^ore nor lefs, 
^than that Pharaph had wit|idrawn his Heart 
from .God. When jGod faidii to Mofef^ I will 
pcarden bis Hearty tbat be will not let the 
^ ' ^^ g(^yh k^^ ^0 other Meaning^^ tiian tq 
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give to Mofis that fame full AfluralDCe of 
Pbdraok't State, which he gave to ^crtmiak 
at another Time. T^hou ftuilt (faith God^ 
[peak all tbefe Words to tbem, (N« B.) but tbey 
will not bia^ken to tbeei tbou Jhall call unfa 
them^ but tbey ipill not anfwer tbee. Jer. vH. 

2y^^ God helped Pbaraob to bis hardened 

Hearty jaft as he helped Adam not to< be 
afraid of ^ting of the evil Tif ee> by affuring 
him, that certain Death was hid jin it, ' 
Bat Adam*% turning from God, to hear the 
Voiqe and Inftrudtion of his own Reafon and 
Imagination^ and the Soggeftions of a fittanical 
Serpent, was that which created in him a 
Be w hardened Heart, bold enough to eat 0^ 
the forbidden Tree. Now here. Sir, 

I would have you obferve, that this Rife of 
the firil Sin, folly ^iemonftrates how the 
Matter unalterabh fiends between God and 
every Sinner, to tne end of the World ; thore 
cannot be the fmalleft Variation, either on 
die fide of God, or on the fide of the Sinner* 
The nvbok Nature of God, his one unal- 
terable Will and Work^ (lands in the fame 
full Oppofition and Contrariety to every Work 
of Sin in every Man, 9s it did to Adatltt 
firft Tr&nfgreffion. Nothing new will ever 
be in apy Sin, it has but one Way of coming 
into the World, it muft always be bom out 
lof Self and Satan, as the firft was.— — «And 
^at wfaicb ^Cifod did to prevent the firfi: Sin^^ 

laying 
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kyitkg \oM(im^ i£^ mt^.x\^^ (t^ fmrg- 
culcMH Voioe oiF Love, :Ji(sep8 %ing^ and 
fitying to tnry Son of ji^j/», iSm iia/» - 

Yet ibwife in the Waytf of Ood^.^ce.fome 
Di«init)F-Sitadeots, as.tp tpach aiu} preachy 
thut the whole World, through k; ihoufaods 
6f Year9, ht& been bringipg foith its. millions 
of Myriads of Sinners ail rQun4 the Glpbe^ 
who as foop as they have dooe with the Vanity 
and Mifery of this World; are to be roaring 
in the hotted Fire of an eternal HetL For 
what ? Why. because .^hey have been juft 
t% wieked). as the Decrees of God. {^quired 
and fpreod them to . be^ And alfo thitough 
every Age of the World, there hatb always, 
been a /rV//^ Number of Righteous, who were 
to go to Hea^ven, which Number had no 
iiiitleofift in it, but bccaufe God would not 
fiiffer it la be greater 

Cai> :a Cbargq like this be brought againil 
Satan? j^ay^^ doth it not even free Sa(anfrom 
all the £vil that is charged upon him» and 
make him, though going about as & soaring 
Lion, to be as infigOific^inc a Tool in the 
Work of Sin, as the Preacher is in the Work 
of Godlinefi, .though with ever fo loud a 
Voice, he befeeehes^ : (he . JR^r^^/e to b^ 
reconciled to God, or with Tears in hjs £ye^ 
f xbort& the EUSi not to depart from ban ? 
. You once, I remeniber, iaid toi me, that 
you tlwu^t { oyer did th« Matter,, in piy 

Ccnfurc 
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C^&fure upOQ Learning.^v-*-f<->-Let Learning 
therefore fpeak for itfelf. Let its own Works 
praife it. What has it done? What has 
prooght forth a Multiplicity of Churches, but 
that very fame Acutenefs of Learning, which 
averts and proves there is but Om ? Whence 
pomes. Tranfcibftantiation, Eledion, Repn> 
hation, Juftification of feveral Sorts, Necdlity 
and Infignificancy of Works, Socinianifm, 
Arianifsn, &c. but from that Knawkdge of 
Hiftory, and critical Skill in Words^ which 
is the Glory of the learned World. 

WitbQut me ye can do nothings iaitb Ghrift,^ 
■■ V ^hat which a Man fowetb^ that paU be 
reap^ faith the Apoftle. Truths like thefe^ 
of which the Scrifrture is full^ would keep 
till Believers io the trae Churchy attentive 
fo the one thing needfol, had not a Learning 
falfely fo calted, filled all Eyes witk the Duft 
of . Darknefs. 

Now, Sir, be as fober as you wUl about the 
Ufe and Power of Learning, Logk;,. and 
£k)quence, in the Doiftrines of SalTatkMt-^ 
condemn the bad ufe that Heretics, Schif^ 
jrnalics, Arians and Socinlans have mad« of 
them } yet let me wbtfper this Truth into 
your Ear, that you will never be delivered 
ironrr the Delufipn and Cheat of your own 
Learning, till by a Light of Life rifen up 
within you, you come to fee, and know^ 
t^at you ^yant np m'qre L^rning, (o change 

yoif 
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you from a Sinner into a Saiot^ thm JMarf 
Magdalene did« 

God faid to jUrabam^ Wall before «r/, 
and be thou ferfedl. This was the Hebrew 
School, in which the Father of the Faithful, 
ivas to Jearn to be perfedt.— ^-^Bat here now 
conies the Scholar- Critic, and finds, that 
Matters (land not thus now, becaufe the 
glorious Light of the Gofpel (he (ays) has 
difcovered that all lies in an EleStim and Re^ 
frobatiqn^ and that Salvation and Damnation 
come from nothing elfe, the Apoille exi- 
preftly faying, // is mt of bim that willetb^ 
nor of bim tbat runnetb, but of God that 
/bewetb Mfrry.— What a learned Strife 
lias there been about tke Meaning of tbefe 
Words? And yet they mean not one JotI 
snore or lefs, than when the ApoiUe iailb, 
Tie natural Man knotvetb not the Things 
of tbe Spirity neitber can be know tbem.^ ■ p 
A]l tbat is in the one Text, is in tbe other i 
And both of them fay only this one great and 
good Truth, namely, that the Creature can 
have Ttf> divine Life, Light, Goodnefs, and 
Happinefs, but from 7i&^^, which t^e holy 
Tri-une God is, and operates by a Birth of 
his holy Nature in it, . 

. Farewei, 
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